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The B-52 Stratofortress 
It's big. It's ugly. And it's one of the most adaptable aircraft flown in the past 60 years. 

The B-52's first flight was April 15, 1952 - over 63 years ago. 

Wikipedia  

2) The B-52 was designed to carry nuclear weapons during the Cold War, but it has only 
carried conventional ordnance in combat. 
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USAF  

3) There were huge leaps in aviation happening when the B-52 was being designed, and it 
went through 6 major redesigns during the 5 year design period. The YB-52 pictured below 
was the second-to-last major redesign. 
 

Wikipedia  
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4) A B-52A was used to carry the North American X-15. The X-15 achieved the record for 
fastest manned powered aircraft, with a speed of Mach 6.72. 
 

Wikipedia  

5) There have been 744 B-52s built, but currently there are only 85 in active service, with 9 
in reserve. 
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6) The B-52 can carry up to 70,000 pounds of ordnance, or the equivalent of 30 fully-loaded 
Cessna 172s. 
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7) Production ended in 1962, which means the youngest B-52 is 53 years old. 

  

8) The jet has a unique ejection system; the lower deck crew eject downward. 

 

9) The B-52 is expected to serve until the 2040s. That's over 90 years of service. 
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USAF  

10) In 1964, a B-52 configured as a testbed to investigate structural failures flew through 
severe turbulence, shearing off its vertical stabilizer. The aircraft was able to continue flying, 
and landed safely. 
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Wikipedia  

11) The navigator and radar navigator sit in the lower deck of the aircraft. These are the two 
seats that eject downward. 

Wikipedia  
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12) To comply with the SALT II Treaty requirements, cruise missile-capable aircraft had to be 
identifiable by spy satellites. To comply, the B-52 "G" models were modified with a curved 
wing root fairing. 

Wings 

Over The Rockies Museum  

13) Early models had cabin temperature problems; the upper-deck would get hot, because it 
was heated by the sun, while the navigation crew would sit on the cold fuselage floor. 
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Wikipedia  

14) In 1961, a B-52G broke up in midair over Goldsboro, NC. Two nuclear bombs on board 
were dropped in the process, but didn't detonate. After the bombs were recovered, the Air 
Force found that five of the six stages of the arming sequence had been completed. 
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Wikipedia  

15) In 1972, B-52 tail-gunner Albert Moore shot down a MiG-21 over Vietnam. It was the 
last recorded bomber-gunner to shoot down an enemy aircraft. 

Texas 

Aviation Online  
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16) After the Soviet Union fell in 1991, 365 B-52s were destroyed under the START treaty. 
The aircraft were stripped of usable parts, chopped into 5 pieces with a 13,000 pound steel 
blade, and sold for scrap at 12 cents per pound. 

Media Span Online  

17) During Operation Desert Storm, B-52s delivered 40% of the weapons dropped from the 
air. 

USAF  
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18) Currently, B-52s cost $70,000 per flight hour to operate. And while they might be ugly, 
they're still a pretty amazing and adaptable aircraft. 

  

1994 Fairchild Air Force Base B-52 crash 

B-52H 61-0026 callsign Czar 52, a fraction of a second before crashing. The copilot 

McGeehan's escape hatch, jettisoned during his attempt to eject, can be seen near the tip of 

the vertical stabilizer. 
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Glider Report 

2-metre Competition Sunday 6th September 2015 

Just to let you know..... 
Today's scheduled 2m Glider contest got under way about 9:30 with just five fliers 
present. Three managed to land safely in fairly windy conditions, but then it became 
much stronger with gusts up to 22 knots, so the decision was made to abandon the 
contest rather than risk damage to models. 
  

Merv  
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Vintage Report - September 2015 

A fine day but with a cool reasonably strong westerly greeted seven Vintage competitors.  

The breeze was reasonably strong and caught many out trying for the landing bonus, but as 

the morning progressed the wind became lighter.  Bruce McKay suffered damage to his red 

Zephyr and did not complete round 3, likewise Mike’s Junior 60 previously flown by Tama in 

his three rounds, suffered major landing gear damage (caused by Tama’s rough landing!!), 

and Mike was unable to complete his third round.   

Greg Findon has completed his new Powerhouse model, it is just awaiting test flights and 

trimming and we hope to see it at next month’s competition. 

The scones are getting better but would be better still if I didn’t forget the butter!!!  

 

Pictured is Flemming’s Kloud King and Ladderman’s Powerhouse. 
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Next Vintage will be 11th October 2015.  See you then. 

 

Philip 

 

RC VINTAGE 

Name Model Round 1 Round 2 Round 3 Total Points 

Flemming Ravn Kloud King 3.01 - 3.14 +20 3.06 +20 559 

Tama Randell Junior 60 3.06 +20 3.04 - 2.58 - 548 

Bruce Woodfield Powerhouse 2.24 +20 3.00 - 3.07 +20 537 

Phil Pearpoint Junior 60 2.27 +20 3.03 +20 2.45 - 529 

Brian Dickons Junior 60 2.54 - 3.10 - 2.20 +20 504 

Mike Randell Junior 60 2.57 +20 2.47 - DNF 364 

Bruce McKay Red Zephyr 2.56 - 2.33 - DNF 329 

 

 
2015 Vintage Points 

Name Total 

Bradley Pearpoint 1792 

Phil Pearpoint 2278 

Tama Randell 2258 

Flemming Ravn 1980 

Brian Dickons 1576 

Bruce Woodfield 1606 

Bruce McKay 1837 

Mike Randell 1877 

Merv Matthews 1131 
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Editor in waiting for more articles…..  

Thanks for all the newsletter articles and contributions!  
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Club Events  Check: http://www.aeroneers.com/apps/calendar/  

Thursday 24                    Club Night at Senior Citizen’s Hall 

Sunday 27th                     Radian 

Thursday October 1         Committee meeting at Scott Benjamin’s home 

 

Your Club is alive and well and looking forward to better flying weather and 

Modelport conditions.  But beware – the windy season is only a month away and will 

last through January! 

 

 

 

 

Club Subs 

Family $140.00 

Senior $135.00 

Junior (under 18) $40.00 

Associate $40.00  

Associate (Flying) $80.00 

Subs are per annum.  

 Please pay to Nigel Langford & advise him on treasurer@aeroneers.com 

 or any Committee Member. 

The club needs to pay the Insurance Fees to the NZMAA prior to July 1st to ensure 

all Club Members are covered by the MFNZ Public Liability Insurance. 

You need to be a paid member to fly at the Club Airfields!  
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Opinions expressed in this publication are those of each contributor only.  

The Editor and Committee reserve all right in respect of submitted material. 

Contributors are reminded that the deadline for publication is the 18th of each month. 

Club Address:   P.O. Box 800, Palmerston North, New Zealand 
Club Website:  http://www.aeroneers.com  
Club email:   aeroneers@aeroneers.com  
 
COMMITTEE 

Title Name Phone Email 

President Greg Findon 06 356 1571 president@aeroneers.com  

Vice President Bruce Woodfield 029 357 8039 vicepresident@aeroneers.com 

Treasurer Nigel Langford 06 353 0590 treasurer@aeroneers.com 
 

Secretary Necia Parker 06 354 5972 secretary@aeroneers.com 

Club Captain Bruce Fryer 06 323 7122 Learn_to_fly@aeroneers.com 

Webmaster / 
Editor 

  editor@aeroneers.com 

Member Scott Benjamin   

Member Peter Vining 027 443 2378  
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