
P A L M E R S T O N  N O R T H  A E R O N E E R S  

Servo Chatter 
No. 185 

November 
2017 

1. Focus on Gregôs Giant Super 
  Sportster  
2. Presidents report 
3  From the editors desk 
4. Club Night 
5. Christmas function 
6. Buddy Box 
7. Half Scale SE5 
8. Half Scale SE5 

9. Buddy Box - Vintage 
10. Buddy Box 
11. 3D printed 
12. Avenger in Tauranga 

13. Facebook idea 
14. Glider flying 
15. Glider Flying 
17. Calendar 

18. Your Club 

Index 

 

Gregôs  
Giant Super 
Sportster 



 

Presidentõs  
Report 

Greg Findon 

Again very little to report this month as the 
weather has not been in our favour, frustrating 
for us all.  

 

NZMAA reconvened AGM: 

Just a quick report on my impression of the 
AGM.  There was approximately 35 members 
present  and about 350 proxy votes. Our     
President Jonathan Shorer opened the meeting 
and explained that he would not be chairing the 
meeting, but had asked Mark von Dadelszen to 
chair the meeting. Markôs background is he was 
admitted as a Barrister and Solicitor in 1969 
and specializes in Societies and Charitable 
Trusts, as well as being an author of Law of  
Societies in NZ and Memberôs Meetings, so 
very well qualified to run the AGM. Mark        
explained that he had no interest in the         
decisions that the meeting made, his concern 
was that the meeting abide by MFNZôs       
Constitution and meeting protocols. As a light 
hearted remark Mark advised the meeting that 
if members stepped over the  line they would 
be asked to leave and if they didnôt then he had 
the power to ask the local constabulary (an off 
duty one was present) to remove them. 

 

From my take of the meeting the main and 
somewhat lengthy discussions were regarding 
the draft Constitution that was submitted at the 
2016 AGM by the so called Constitution     
Working Group (CWG). The CWG were not 
happy that their draft had not been circulated to 
all members. Mark explained to the meeting 
that this draft had some serious flaws in it and 
would not be accepted by the Registrar of     
Incorporated Societies. It was also outside of 
the original brief and therefore the Council saw 
no point in circulating it to members for       
comment. After some time of  further            
discussion the Remit to withdraw the CWGôs 
Draft Constitution was passed by the meeting. 
This  then allowed the existing MFNZ          
Constitution to be repealed and replaced by the 
new Constitution as posted on MFNZ website, 

this remit was passed. One other Remit asking 
the Council to investigate means for Clubs to 
have greater input into the operation of MFNZ 
was lost. Remits 4 ï 9 were not put to the 
meeting as they were no longer valid by the 
passing of Remits 1 and 2. 

 

All and all the meeting was well run and     
members were allowed time to debate their 
views. Members respected the decision of the 
Chair and meeting protocols.  An interesting 
day. 

 

The current membership of MFNZ is 2236 with 
1904 seniors, 164 juniors and 149 families. The 
largest Club with 94 members is Wellington 
MAC, our Club has 39 members. 

 

I have spoken with Des Richards regarding his 
discussion with the Manawatu District Council 
regarding a possible new flying site, at this 
stage there is nothing to report. 

 

Hereôs hoping the coming months brings better 
weather and we can get some flying time. 

 

Congratulations to Kevin Burrows, Bruce 
Withell and Bruce Woodfield who are having 
birthdays this month. 

 
Regards, Greg Findon 

President, Palmerston North Aeroneers 
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To all club members having a  
birthday this month. 



 

Front Page Focus 

 

From the  
Editors Desk 

Linda Lambess 

Life at the beach certainly brings interesting           
challenges.  The Waikawa Beach community        
consists of 53 people who live here permanently. It is 
7kms from SH1 and the nearest dairy and 18 kms to 
Levin, 15 to Otaki. Itôs, of course, very friendly,     
however we do miss our friends popping in for a    
coffee. I guess the biggest adjustment for us has 
been the wind, moving from being very sheltered to a 
three storey home on the west coast.  The one plus 
of course is watching the seagulls ridge soar along 
the sand-dunes.  However, Ivan has been flying his 
helicopter on the road and I imagine this will be a fre-
quent event until the Christmas invasion arrives.   
 
We have Tuis nesting in the pohutukawa trees and 
as we work in the yard they swoop down buzzing us 
then land in the banksia.  I am sure they are mocking 
me as though they understand my envy of their    
freedom of flight and aerobatic manoeuvres. Their 
distinctive flying sound is apparently caused by a 
notch in the eighth primary, and this feather quivers 
from the narrow part creating the whirring sound as 
they fly.   
 
Many thanks to those of you who have provided   
photos etc for this newsletter.  We need the local  
input and snippets of information about builds etc to 
make not only the publication interesting but to keep 

members informed as to what is happening.   
 
I shall explain my predicament with this publication. I 
have been associated with aircraft and model aircraft 
over many years, I have assisted in building and    
flying models and full size aircraft, however, the 
membership of this club is largely made up of very 
experienced builders and pilots. There are times 
when I feel that I am ñteaching grandmother to suck 
eggsò.   
 
If you find an interesting article on a website, send 
me a link, please. 
 
Well Christmas is fast approaching and by the time I 
am finishing the December Servo Chatter, I will have 
the Christmas sorted. I love Christmas and have 
been fortunate to have shopped in the US for          
decorations. Looking forward to their annual airing! 
 
Unfortunately, at this stage, we will not make the 
Christmas function, due to prior commitments,     
however the menu looks tempting and I hope it is a 
great evening. Congratulations to the winners of the 
competitions - a full list will appear next month. 
 
Happy Landings, Linda 
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Greg took about 20 hours to assemble this Great 
Planes ARF kit which he purchased from Tower Hob-
bies. 
 
The Sportster has a 2085mm wingspan and covered 
at the factory with Topflite Monokote.  Powered by a 
Petrol 30cc DLE the model is very easy to fly with no 
traits. Most of the 20 or so take-offs and landings 
over the last two years have been smooth.  The mod-
el certainly looks as good as new in its crisp white 
and red colour system. 

Giant Super Sportster belonging 
to Greg Findon 



 

Club Night 
Greg Findon 

This was a Show and Tell evening which was 

very well attended. Six members brought 

along 8 projects that they are currently working 

on. These models ranged from small glow fuel, 

large petrol powered and a jet engine, the 

budget for these projects also varied from 

$450.00 - $6000.00 plus.  

Dave Hopkins who only joined the Club this 

year and is still learning to fly brought along 

his project,  a high wing trainer, impressive for 

someone who has just taken up the hobby.  

All of us are aware of the importance of your 

planes COG, Hamish explained first hand to 

members the consequences of what happens 

when you lose 950 grams of nose weight while 

your plane is in flight, this recently happened 

to him while flying his Hawker Typhoon. 
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My thanks to members for sharing their 

knowledge and experiences during the building 

phase, will be great to see them all flying. 

Ivanôs Model Room 



 

Club Annual Awards  
and  

Christmas Function  
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Club Annual 
Awards and  

Christmas Function 
For club members/wives/partners  

 
The Verdict Caf®,  

The Square between Main & Church Sts,  
Palmerston North,  

 
Friday Evening 24 November.  
Meet and catch-up 6.00 ï 6.15pm,  
sit down to dine 6.15 onwards. 

  
Smorgasbord/Buffet: 
consisting of 2 meats,  

selection of roast veggies and salads  
Desserts.   
BYO 

 

Cost per person is $35.00  
which includes corkage.  

 
The Committee needs to confirm numbers  
attending, therefore, can you please reply to 
this email indicating YES or NO and the 
number attending by Friday 17 Nov.  

 If you are  
attending please make your payment into 
the Clubs Bank Account, Westpac Bank   
Account No.  03 1522 0020708 00,  

please reference your  
payment with your Name and Christmas  
function, or give your payment to a        

Committee member.  

The Dinner 
Menu  

  

Champagne ham on the bone  
with mustard fruits 

 
Cranberry brie stuffed chicken breast  

wrapped in bacon 
 

Mini minted potatoes 
 

Hot roast vege salad  
drizzled with balsamic dressing 

 
Medley of seasonal steamed veges 

 
Green leaf garden salad 

 
Basket of assorted buns 

 

Dessert 
 

Assorted flavour cheesecakes  
from our bakery 

 
Fresh fruit salad 

 
Mini pavlovas 

 
Mini Xmas puddings  

with brandy custard and cream 


