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Focus On Tama’s Pilatus Porter
I purchased this model as i had been wanting
something a bit bigger for a while. The main reason
was to be able to tow up Dads KA-8 3m glider. I’ve
always liked how much of an ugly duckling the
Porter is with its long nose. It is a VQ models ARF.
The ARF term can be used quite loosely as there
was still quite a bit of work needed to be able to
get the plane in the air.
The model is made to take a 26-30cc engine but as
those who know me I needed something bigger
and you can never have too much power for
towing!! I had purchased the 55cc specifically for
this plane. Some epoxy and gussets to the firewall
has beefed it up a bit to be able to handle the extra
power. Although I did have to loose half the cowl to
be able to fit the bigger engine!
I had no room at home to be able to put a plane of
this size together and Dads workshop is not much
bigger so Rene offered up some of his hangar
space to put it together. I took a week of annual
leave and started to put it together. I am by no
means a builder of aircraft (ask Dad, I much prefer
to fly them) so it was interesting. Being an ARF
though it went together not too badly. However it
did take a lot longer than the week of annual leave
I had taken!
It only has about a dozen flights so far and only a
few glider pulls but it seems to pull up a 4m glider
no problems.

Now I just need to remember that it’s not a .40 size
sport model when I fly it. Banking hard and ripping
on the elevator is probably not the best idea but it
sure looks cool...and I still need to work on the
landings so as not to bounce it down the runway...
Model: Pilatus Porter PC-6
Wing: 2.7m
Engine:
DLE 55cc
Prop: 22x10
Radio: Futaba T16SZ Tx
Futaba R7014HS 14ch Rx
7x Savox 0251MG 16kg servos
(throttle, rudder, 2x elevator, 1x tow release, 2x
aileron)
2x Hitec 645MG on flaps
HobbyKing power redundant Rx switch
2x 7.4v 2000mah LiPo Rx batteries
1x 2200mah NiMH for ignition
1x Rxcell ignition kill switch
Big thanks to Dad for building a trailer to be able to
get it to the field (but the trailer is for his motorbike
if Mum asks ).
Mum and Dad for most of the radio gear!!!
Rene for the lend of the hangar space and all the
advice he gave me while building it
Wayne B for helping on bits and bobs (specifically
the tow release)
Video of its first glider tow is here: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=hGSa18vumQM
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President’s Ramblings
Mike Randell

The weather is finally starting to kick in, with the
parking on the field being restricted.
Noticed Philip has missed a few rabbits with holes
on the runway big enough to swallow a plane.
There has been some great flying days gentle
breeze and warm days, and glider this weekend
(4th). The farmer spoke to us on Sunday and has
indicated that the field will be closed from the
5th of August for a month for lambing.
The table sale is on the 15th August so please
come along bring your surplus gear and maybe
take home some more.
The dinner was well patronised with a delicious
meal and good company, the night was a success,
thanks to those that could make it, now we will
start organising the Christmas function.

Well that’s enough waffle from me.
See you at the field, Mike

Narrow escape
and no comment
on what I saw!

The original
monoplane
built by Percy
Fisher.
P H O T O /
SUPPLIED

Dr John G Hill in his shed with the plane’s fuselage
[main body] holding one of the turnbuckles. He needs
another 65 of them. PHOTO/ELI HILL, Wairarapa Times
Age
The first aircraft to be fully designed and built in
New Zealand by a New Zealander is being faithfully recreated in a shed on the back of a Masterton couple’s property.
Dr John G Hill, a retired engineer, has spent the past 18
months recreating Percy Fisher’s monoplane, which took
– or bounced – into the skies above a paddock near
Carterton in June 1913. Hill, who has been building aeroplanes all his life said he’d taken up the challenge after
reading up on New Zealand’s aviation history.
“Mainly because it was the first aircraft to be fully, totally designed and built in New Zealand by a New Zealander and no one had bothered to build a replica of this
historic aircraft, I decided to do it myself,” he said.
“There was only one diagram of it, and it was done later. When Percy built this thing, he didn’t make any
drawings. He just built it from the ground up.”
However, there were plenty of photographs of the plane
and the process over the 18 months it took Fisher to
build the original plane.

“As much as
I can, I’m trying to use the same materials
that Percy would’ve had access to,” Hill said.
While Hill has created the frames for the plane’s tail and
fuselage, he has hit a stumbling block in the form of
turnbuckles.
“The most important part of the plane is the ability to
adjust the rigging inside the fuselage and that’s done
with turnbuckles. They keep the structure of the plane
rigid.
“You can buy them for $38 brand new. That’s my stumbling block at the moment. I can just about afford to
build it without too much outlay. But I do need the turnbuckles.” Around 85 airplane turnbuckles are needed,
and Hill only has 20. All up, 65 turnbuckles at $38 each
is $2470, and Hill is hoping that someone in the community might be able to help him out with sourcing the
parts.
“In my experience you go to old farms and garages near
airstrips there’s nearly always an old wreck at the back
of the shed that still has some of its control gears,” he
said. “If anybody has any turnbuckles, they would be
much appreciated. I don’t really want money because I
want to do it independently, but turnbuckles are a necessity.” When finished, Hill intends to donate the aircraft to the Hood Aerodrome museum.
If Hill gets all the materials, he needs he estimates the
aircraft can be finished in six months. Hill can be
contacted on 0291 287 385 or at: jghill48@gmail.com.
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Club Captain’s Report
Geoff Hall

Clarification of the minutes
If you have read the committee minutes that where
emailed on the 10 /7/19 to everyone you will have
seen the section relating to standing behind your
model for the wings test. For those that have not
read the minutes or have forgotten here is the
section from those minutes:-

Geoff H again raised the issue concerns over
the unsafe conduct of some pilots who
continued to enter the active runway and
stand behind their model for a possible final
run up and then the take off. By so doing,
they block the runway and put themselves at
risk. Such a practice needs to be actively
discouraged, if not banned, certainly for
holders of the Wings Badge qualification who
should be competent to complete a take-off
from the pilot’s box.
Wings examiner Peter V pointed out that
trainee pilots and those presenting for a
Wings Badge test are actually encouraged to
stand behind their model for the take-off,
and the habit obviously lingers.
On reading this you probably thought to yourself

what is going on as the club captain has repeatedly
stated that standing behind your plane is not
advised and particularly when sitting your wings
test.
I believe there is a miss interpretation and understanding of what is required regarding flight line
protocol and the wings test. So I put the question
to the MFNZ secretary and past president in
regards to the above statement.
Reply from MFNZ to my email:-

Hi Geoff,
You are correct. The test should be undertaken with the pilot standing in the pilot box.
No parts of the test can be omitted because
the student finds them too hard. It is a
proficiency test. Students should be
proficient.
Clubs can withdraw the qualification if they
feel that a pilot is not up to standard.
You could ask your area rep to run an
examiners coaching session if you feel this is
warranted.
Cheers,
Jonathan
I have talked to the MFNZ administrator; he also
confirms that MFNZ does NOT
condone the practice of
standing on an active runway
during normal
flying, unless
there is a specific reason such
as a competition or the like.
It has been suggested by MFNZ
that a refresher course be
undertaken at the field, so this
will be done with the area rep
Graham Job in attendance.
Then I hope the topic of flight
line protocol can be closed as
everyone will know the rules
and I would prefer to write
about something different.
Happy and safe flying
Geoff
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From the Editors Desk
Firstly a big thank you to the club for specially
inviting us to the mid year dinner, it was
appreciated and nice to catch up with everyone.
Thank you also to those members who have
provided photos, reports etc for this edition of Servo
Chatter. They are appreciated by me as they fill
pages but they inform other club members as to
what is happening in the club, and a reminder to
other clubs that the Aeroneers are still very active.
Take the opportunity to get into the workshop and
have a tidy up, put aside all those bits and pieces
that you won’t need and bring them along to the
Bring and Buy on 22 August. The club has costs
associated this the event such has hall hire, so are
charging $10 per table. They are not charging a
commission on the sales and you can sell, trade or
swap our goods. It is entirely up to you. The hall
will be open at 7pm to allow half an hour setup
time.
Our heartfelt sympathy is extended to Rene and
family on the sudden and tragic loss of their sister
and aunt.
It is that time of the year when it turns cold and
horrible so it must be lambing time! Yes the field is
closed for August, with the exception of the gliding
competitions this weekend.
Only 3 months and I shall be looking for santas and
sleighs for the December edition — where did those
months go. Till the September edition, stay warm.
Linda

Bring

Buy
22 August
7.30pm
See page 15
for more
information
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Around the Workshops

Ivan is spending a lot of
time at the workshop of
Colin Peard, learning the
many complexities of
building a balsa aircraft.
The DC3 is progressing
slowly - needing some
warmer weather!
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Around the Workshops

Messerschmitt BF 109f from
Richard’s hobby room.
Specifications:
Wingspan: 2 metres
Fuselage: 1800mm
Engine: 30 cc gas,
14 channel receiver,
Fibreglass fuselage,
Wing ailerons flaps and airbrakes .
Cmpro electric retracts.
Hopeful to get it in the air the air by
September or October
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Around the Workshops

JU-87 Stuka Seagull Model
found in Rene’s workshop
Specifications off the construction leaflet:
Wingspan: 90 in (228.6 cm)
Wing area: 1328.7 sq in
Weight: 17.6 lb (8 kg)
Length: 68.3 in (173.4 cm)
Radio 7 channels with 7 servos
Beautifully constructed kit, hopefully not far off its
test flight.
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Mid year dinner

There were several
groups of serious
discussion and then
there were ………..

Richard and Len.
Greg, John and Fleming along
with
Peter and Robin
enjoyed the Mid Year Dinner
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… the problem children.
Obviously crime fighter Phil came to the
rescue — not sure why Buddha thinks he
deserves a “trophy”.
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2 June
2019
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Aeroneers 2 metre glider report
Submitted by Ladderman

Queens Birthday weekend depleted the contestants.
Pilot

3 minutes

4 minutes

5 minutes

Score –

Year to date

possible
870

Philip Pearpoint

2:54 - 50

4.00 - 50

5:01 - 50

863

Flemming Ravn

2:40 - 50

3:01 - 50

3:27 - 50

758

Merv Matthews

3:03 - 50

3:30 - 0

4:18 - 50

745

Mike Randell

3:15 - 50

3:05 - 50

3:26 - 50

736

Peter Vining

2:54 - 50

3:52 - 50

DNS

506

Bruce Ladderman

-

-

-

-

Bruce McKay

-

-

-

-

Greg Findon

-

-

-

-

Bruce Dix

-

-

-

-

Wayne Bilham

-

-

-

-

Brad Pearpoint

-

-

-

-

Len Ruby

-

-

-

-

Bruce Fryer

-

-

-

-

Bring

Buy
Remember — one man’s trash is another man’s
treasure!
Brought items in bulk but only need a few?
Have electrics surplus to requirements?
You have three weeks to clean out the workshop of excess ‘treasures’.

22 August, 7.30pm
See page 15 for more information

7 July
2019
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Aeroneers 2 metre glider report
Submitted by Ladderman

After three days of rain and a Thursday flood
across the track and Clubhouse, it was a pleasant
surprise to find our Modelport surface perfectly OK
for walking on for the purposes of retrieving both
bungees and errant Gliders, even though there
were only two of the latter. The resilient surface
was perfect for several Javelin Landings.
A cool breeze arose around 0900, as almost always
happens, but it was steady and provided great lift
off the bungees. The new bungees gave every
Glider great launches, which enabled good times,
but lift was hard to find in the cool steady air.
Fortunately for us also-rans the two hi-tech gliders
arrived at the start line sans essential parts - a
wing, a wing joiner and a charged electron storage
device. Of course names will not be mentioned,
but it should be noted that Wayne did not fly his
beautiful model and Flemming was overheard
thanking Ladderman for keeping the Aeroneers'
Vista ready and available for all Members to
fly. These incidents evened out the YTD scores
somewhat, thus giving several lower order Pilots
some hope for better scores during the run down
to the November finish line.
Pilot

3 minutes

4 minutes

Five of six flyers found the inner workings of the
circle on all three opportunities and it was
fascinating to watch Gliders that appeared too far
downwind, and thus with no hope of advancing
through the wind to the circle, fly steadily into the
breeze to the circle and even hover over this target
as the watches counted up. It was as though
Apollo, Greek God of the Sun, walked along under
each plane on approach holding a big balloon of
hot air.

Next
2 metre glider
competitions

August 4

weather permitting.

August

4

Reminder!
The Club's Vista is always ready and available
for use by anyone who wants to participate in
the competition.
The Vista can be used by several members on
any one day and also by any member whose
own Glider is not flyable for a second or third
flight.
5 minutes

Score –

Year to date

possible
870

Mike Randell

3:02 - 50

4.02 - 50

4:49 - 50

855

3680

3

Philip Pearpoint

3:04 - 50

4:01 - 50

4:37 - 50

842

4393

1

Peter Vining

2:53 - 50

3:14 - 50

4:32 - 50

789

3441

4

Bruce Ladderman

3:18 - 50

3:57 - 50

3:31 - 50

760

3051

5

Flemming Ravn

2:41 - 50

3:03 - 50

3:06 - 50

680

4243

2

Greg Findon

2:41 - -

3:02 - 50

4:00 - -

633

2367

7

Bruce McKay

2677

6

Bruce Dix

1837

9

Merv Matthews

1873

8

Wayne Bilham

1079

10

Brad Pearpoint

510

11

Len Ruby

298

12

Bruce Fryer

227

13

July 2019
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Aeroneers Vintage report
Submitted by Phil Pearpoint

Well I shouldn't have said anything about how
good the weather has been! Vintage day for July
was greeted by heavy rain and some wind, so a
cancellation was called.
Hopefully we can fly again on August 11th.
There is only four more Vintage events for this
year, and it is fairly close for the leading few!!
Philip.

Vintage Year to Date Results —Looks like you need to Watch this Space!
Vintage Year to Date
Tama Randell
Bruce Woodfield
Greg Findon
Phil Pearpoint
Mike Randell
Bruce Mckay
Flemming Ravn
Peter Vining
Brad Pearpoint
Kevin Burrows
Wayne Bilham

Feb
March
592
541
538
595
556
508
448
590
531
347
551
539
538
546
571
487
-

April May
595
596
520
596
518
554
491
571
542
572
584
452
549
591
-

June July August Sept Oct Nov
555
519
568
595
575
580
539
545
572

-

347

-

2879
2768
2704
2695
2567
2254
2078
1682
1143
487
347
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Bits and Bobs

Ivan discovered that the
tubing from old car aerials is
quite good for re-bushing
wheels.
As they telescope one aerial
has several size of tubing.

Ladderman with his glider—July 2019

TAKE
CARE
THIS
WINTER

Check out our website for
updates on events, field conditions.
https://www.aeroneers.com/
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Events
Remember — one man’s
trash is another man’s
treasure!

Bring

Brought items in bulk but only need a few?
Have electrics surplus to requirements?
You have three weeks to clean out the
workshop of excess ‘treasures’.

Buy

There will be the club bring and buy on the
22 August at the Senior Citizens hall at 7.30pm.
Where the seller will buy a table for ($10) the
night and then sell his goods at what ever price is
arranged between him and the buyer. The club
is not taking commission on the sales. Hall opens
at 7pm for setup.

22 August
7.30pm
Senior Citizen’s
Hall, Main St, PN
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Events
August
4 August - August Servo Chatter will be online
11 August - 2 metre gliders
18 August - Tomboy and vintage
22-August — Club Bring and Buy, Senior
Citizens Hall, 7.30pm
25 August - Radian, cub and scale
30 August - Deadline Servo Chatter for
September

September
1 September - September Servo Chatter will
be online
8 September - 2 metre gliders
15 September - Tomboy and vintage
22 September - Radian, cub and scale
29 September - Assassin and combat
29 September - Deadline Servo Chatter for
October

Apologies for the incorrect dates in the July Servo
Chatter. Linda

Check our website for update information:
Click here: www.aeroneers.com

Servo Chatter, August 2019

Page 17

Flight Sim Controller
As a result of the Radian trial flights at the Open Day, preceded by several minutes on the Club simulator,
at least two families are now looking for a flight sim controller, either a Dynan or E-Sky.
I can supply the software for the FMS Simulator, but it is best used with the appropriate controller.
If any member can help, please give me a call: Merv Matthews 357 2858.

Piper J-3
Cub
Wingspan—1800 mm
Motor—Hyperion ZS
4020-12-543KV
ESC—Hyperion 90A
Runs—4 or 5 cell lipo
$300 ono
Phone Ivan
0212106138 or
06 2102910

Water slide transfer Decals
6 x 60 mm decals
5 x 40 mm decals
7 x 25 mm decals
on the sheet

Simple to apply
Long lasting

$5.00
per sheet

Order from Flemming Ravn, ravnf@outlook.com.
Collect at flying field.
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50 years on
No Small Step
Neil Armstrong's "one small step for man" wasn't small at all.
He had to drop about 3 1/2 feet from the foot of the Eagle's
ladder to the surface.
Door Ajar
They could have been locked out. When lunar module pilot
Buzz Aldrin joined Armstrong on the moon's surface, he had to
make sure not to fully close the Eagle's hatch because the
cabin would start repressurizing, making it difficult to re-enter.
Left Behind
Between 1969 and 1972, astronauts left behind more than
footprints—mostly things to help save weight for takeoff.
Things like rovers and descent and ascent stages, astronaut
boots, and a gold replica of an olive branch.
In Command
The Command Module cabin was about as roomy as a large
car.
A Lunar Jam Session
Pink Floyd jammed the tune "Moonhead"
during the BBC's live television coverage of
the moon landing.
A Special Flag
The American flag planted on the moon by
the Apollo 11 crew was likely purchased at a
Houston Sears store by a NASA secretary.
Some Serious 60s Computing
The Apollo Guidance Computer weighs 70
pounds yet was less powerful than today's
smartphones.
Ain't No Fake
In 2015, University of Oxford physicist David
Robert Grimes, Ph.D., developed a mathematical model determining that if the U.S.
moon landings were faked by the government, an estimated 411,000 people would
have been in on the hoax and at least one
person would have leaked the conspiracy
within 3 years and 8 months.
Surprising Inventions
Apollo engineering influenced a lot of technologies and products, such as freeze-dried backpacking
meals, Dustbuster cordless vacuums, Nike Air running shoes,
anti-fog ski goggles, and studless winter tires.
The First Last Supper
The first supper on the moon was the Last Supper. Shortly
before stepping on the moon, Buzz Aldrin took the rite of Christian communion, consuming the sacraments of wine and bread
that he brought on board.
Space Scout
Eagle Scout Neil Armstrong earned 26 merit badges (21 are
required) but not the Space Exploration merit badge. It wasn't

created until 1965.
An Epic Misquote
While many believe Armstrong said "one small step for man,"
Armstrong later said that he in fact did include "a man" in the
quote but the audio cut out. It's become a source of investigation for decades.
Rocket Goes Boom
The Saturn V rocket that launched Apollo 11 burned through
203,400 gallons of kerosene fuel and another 318,000 gallons
of liquid oxygen to lift the spacecraft just 38 miles into the sky.
A Big Explosion
If the Saturn V rocket had exploded, it would have created a
fireball in excess of 2,500 degrees Fahrenheit.
Transport to Sick Bay
Upon returning to Earth, Apollo 11 astronauts were quarantined for two weeks in case they had been contaminated with
dangerous pathogens.
Just In Case
President Richard Nixon's speechwriter drafted a
just-in-case address, July 18, 1969. "IN EVENT OF
MOON DISASTER: Fate has ordained that the
men who went to the moon to explore in peace will
stay on the moon to rest in peace. These brave
men, Neil Armstrong and Edwin Aldrin, know that
there is no hope for their recovery. But they also
know that there is hope for mankind in their sacrifice..."
An Insurance Problem
The mission was so dangerous, the astronauts
couldn't get life insurance. So they each autographed hundreds of philatelic "covers," envelopes
their friends had postmarked on July 20, 1969,
which they knew their families could sell to collectors to fund their kids' college education if they did
not return.
A Mean Punch
Aldrin threw a Buzz uppercut. In 2002, the former
astronaut punched a documentary maker who
poked him with a Bible and demanded he swear
the moon landing wasn't staged.
No Hoax Here
Sorry, hoax theorists: NASA's Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter
Camera took photos of the six American flags left on the moon.
Five are standing; Apollo 11's was knocked down by takeoff
thrust.
Popular Mechanics

The 70lb computer

Servo Chatter, August 2019

Page 19

Palmerston North Aeroneers
Important information
Club address—club no longer has a P.O. Box number

Club Website: www.aeroneers.com
Club Email: aeroneers@aeroneers.com

The Committee
President:
Mike Randell
president@aeroneers.com
Vice President:
Rene Redmond
Phone 021 2452729
vicepresident@aeroneers.com

Club Flying Site:
End of Spur Road West, Colyton.

Annual Club Subscriptions
Senior Membership $88 NZMAA affiliation + $72
club membership = $160
Family Membership $93 NZMAA affiliation + $72
club membership = $165
Junior (under 18) $25 NZMAA affiliation + $20 club
membership = $45
Associate $40

Treasurer:
Tama Randell
Phone 027 2920363
treasurer@aeroneers.com

Associate Flying $72

Secretary
Bruce Withell
Phone 358 3202
secretary@aeroneers.com

Please pay any committee member or online to
Westpac Account 03 1522 0020708 00 Palmerston
North Aeroneers. Don’t forget to include your
name in the details box.

Club Captain:
Geoff Hall
Learn_to_fly@aeroneers.com
Webmaster:
Tama Randell
Phone 027 2920363
Servo Chatter Editor
and Website Updates
Linda Lambess - Phone 06 2102910, 021 2106139
editor@aeroneers.com
Committee:
Phil Pearpoint - Phone 06 323 9093
Hamish Loveridge –Phone 027 460 3848
Len Ruby
Peter Vining - Phone 027 443 2378
Barry Parker

The views or ideas expressed in this publication are not
necessarily those of the club executive or committee. Every
care is taken to ensure accuracy, but the club will not be
responsible for the content of advertisements or any material
contained therein. The editor reserves the right of publication.

MFW Associate $25 + $25 club sub +$50
Subs are per annum.

Please email treasurer@aeroneers.com to advise
Tama of your payment.
You need to be a paid member to fly at the
club airfield.
The club needs to pay the Insurance fees to the
NZMAA prior to March 31 to ensure all club
members are covered by the MFNZ public liability
insurance.

Our dear old cat,
as blind as a bat
but needs to
know what is
going on. At
least he is facing
the right way—
often “looks” at
the TV with his
back to it!

