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George helps Dominic bind his transmitter to the
receiver while Dad, Keith looks on.

John Cameron and his new agwagon enjoyed a
successful test flight at the Levin field on the weekend.
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President’s Report
Mike Randell - President PNA
You know when winter sets in, only the hardy
few fly, there has been only a couple of fliers
frequenting the flight line.
There will be a table sale on the 27th of August
the doors will be open for set up from 6.30pm
onwards, give them ½ hour to set up, the table will be $10.00 same as last year.
If like last year and you want the whole stage it
will cost $15.00, come along and get a bargin,
there will be a few.
The boats are taking off someone suggested
we call the new group the PN Boatineers the
jury is out on that one. Driving past the lagoon I
spied a few boats catching the wind
Now for a bit of a moan.

If you are going to hand launch a plane, Call
it, and do not launch right angles to the flight
line, there could have been someone taking
their plane home in a plastic bag on Sunday,
not nice.
Don’t forget we are back to competitions gliders first Sunday followed by Vintage.
Ok see you at the field or on the water. Mike

PNA Sales Table
27 August, 7.00pm

Senior Citizen’s Hall, Main St, PN.
Hall opens 6.30 pm for setup.
Sellers tables $10

President’s Report
Joe Bradbury - President LMAC
Well, where did that month go!
We haven't done a lot of flying here in Levin,
but have had some nice days during the
week. Jonathan and Gill will be doing a lot of
flying soon as they are going back to UK.
We didn't just let them slip away quietly. We
put on a pot luck dinner for them at Joe and
Denise’s home with a great turnout of 27
people and lots of yummy food to farewell
them.
The club presented Jonathan and Gill with a
gift each.
Jonathan, a photo album of
pictures from the club to remember his 12
years he spent flying here in NZ, and Gill a
quilting book. Thanks to Ivan and Linda for all
your help. Great work team. Also thanks to
everyone who sent pictures for the album.

After the meal Sue came in with a beautiful
cake that she had made and iced. Jonathan
and Gill cut the cake and everyone enjoyed a
piece. Thank you Sue.
Peter told us a funny story, it even had a pilot in
it, which gave everyone a laugh. Thanks Peter.
Don't forget Vintage
Day is coming up,
so dust off those
planes. Stu has his
finger on that with
dates and anything
we need to know.
Cheers Joe
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PNA Club Captain’s
Report
Tama Randell - Club Captain PNA
Well there isn’t really a lot to report with regard
to flying at the moment. Have been out a
couple of times this month and the field is quite
wet underfoot (wheel). It does seem that the
work the farmer did a few years ago with
drainage from the house has stopped it turning
into a very boggy field like it used to be
though.
Was a beautiful day
flying on the 26th, Lusty
gave me a fly of his
Albatross which flies
great. Just a wee bit of
dirt on the spinner on
landing  So, don’t be
scared of a little mud
(you guys can all wear
gumboots, I have to
take my wheels off
when I get home) .
Hope people have a few winter projects on
the go. Dad is preparing to retire so I am taking
a few of planes from him so he has room in his
garage. Most are flyable and just need a bit of
TLC to get them fully up and flying again.

Frosty runway at Modelport at 0815 Sunday 14 June 2020

Table sale will be happening again this year. Its
$10 for a table to sell your gear. Don’t come
along, take 5 tables and only pay $10 please
(some discretion will be applied however). With
the open day being cancelled this year, this
will be our only source of fundraising. There are
plenty of bargains to be had, I’m still flying 2 of
the planes I got from the
sale last year.
I have also taken over the
reigns as vintage CD from
Phil. Huge thanks to Phil for
all his efforts in running the
comp for as long as I can
remember. Hopefully he will
be back in the near future
to take back the reigns
again.
One last quick note on
safety. Please remember to
call your take offs and landings. It safety AND
courtesy…
Cheers
CC
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From The
Editors Desk
Linda Lambess, 115 Tiro Tiro Road, Levin 5510
lindalambess@gmail.com,
landline: 06 2102910. mobile: 021 2106139
We are now officially two thirds of the way
through winter and this last week has almost
been spring like.

Many thanks to all those who have sent in reports and photos. This local input from both
clubs makes this publication interesting.

Ivan and I enjoyed meeting so many people
at the pot luck dinner in Levin to farewell Gill
and Jonathan. I hear on the grapevine they
have not seen the sun since they have been in
the UK —thanks Jonathan for not packing it
into your container of goodies.

Just received another photo so a quick sign off
and wishing everyone the good health and
good flying—or boating
as the case may be.
Take care, Linda

I have received a photo regarding the high
standard of dress at
the pot luck dinner—
our hostess was seen
wearing odd socks.
We have received an
email from MFNZ to
remind us that the
Model Flyers World will
not be sent out hard copy to all members but
will be available on line to all.

PNA Sales
Table
27 August
7.00pm
Senior Citizen’s
Hall, Main St,
PN.
Hall opens
6.30pm for
setup.
Sellers table
$10

Colin’s Cub split
cowl.
See page 10.

Remember — one man’s clutter
is another man’s treasure!
Brought items in bulk but only need a few?
Have electrics surplus to requirements?
You have 4 weeks to clean out the workshop of excess
‘treasures’.
The Palmerston North Aeroneers will be hosting a sales table evening on
27 August at the Senior Citizens Hall, Main Street, Palmerston North at
7.00pm.
The seller buys a table for ($10) the night and then sell his goods at what
ever price is arranged between the seller and the buyer. The club does
not take commission on the sales. Hall opens at 6.30pm for setup.
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Welcome to the

Here are a couple of pictures of our newly forming S.I.G group within our
Aeroneers club that has been approved by the committee at their last
meeting. Mike tells me it will be known as the "Boatineers".
These photo's were taken at Centennial park and shows Richie sailing his
new yacht, Greg sailing his and Mike and Rod observing. The Pibber river
gun boat at the bottom of the bottom right hand picture is one that I built
from scratch and is powered by twin jets. We were using that as a
recovery boat.
We currently have 4 new 'J' class yachts being built within the group. The
group at present numbers about ten and they have a multitude of many
Greg, Ritchie, Mike, Rod
scale model vessels including steam powered, electric and even a petrol
powered jet boat.
The idea of forming this interest group within our Aeroneers club was mainly to retain a number of our aging
flyers in the club when flying for them was no longer an option.
Any members interested in the "Boatineers" can contact either Mike Randell, Greg Findon or Kevin Burrows for
information.
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Pot luck
to say good-bye
and best wishes

Hi folks,
Gill and I would like to say a huge thanks for
Saturday night. It was a wonderful evening and
great to see so many of the club members. We
very much enjoyed the meal, the company
and the cake. My book is a treasure and I will go
through it and write down everyone's names to
remind me of fun times at the field.
Goodbye and many many thanks for a wonderful
send off!
Good turn out and great food.

The yummy variety of food was discussed

Gill and Jonathan

Good food, good company.

Off into the wild
blue yonder!

Thank you and best wishes
Jonathan and Gill from all
your fellow modellers
Book presented to Jonathan from the club

Speeches from Joe and Jonathan with Denise finally sitting down!

Lawrence and Judith

Peter reads his joke
President Joe

“Gill no — don’t throw it, he wouldn’t see that coming”

George and Tony

John and Jack

Cutting the cake

Helena and Stew
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Aeroneers enjoying
their weekly coffee
morning at Mitre Ten.

9.30am,
every Wednesday.
All flyers welcome

Reminder!
The PNA Club's Vista
is always ready and available for use by
anyone who wants to participate in the
competition.
The Vista can be used by several
members on any one day and also
by any member whose own Glider is not
flyable for a second or third flight.

TAKE
CARE
THIS
WINTER

Odds & Ends
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Palmerston North
Aeroneers
Vintage year to date
Results—
Tama Randell

1187

Bruce McKay

1144

Mike Randell

1111

Brad Pearpoint

1104

Greg Findon

1044

Phil Pearpoint

1029

Flemming Ravn

984

Bruce Woodfield

974

Peter Vining

719

Next Vintage
Competition
9 August,
9 am start

Levin
Orange MFNZ
Membership Cards
If you have not received your
card yet —
see Ivan at the field
or give him a call (0212106138)
to arrange pick-up.

Tokorua Model Club news item in the Waikato Times.
https://www.stuff.co.nz/waikato-times/news/300064893/
model-flyers-getting-in-on-tokoroas-good-thing

Photo by Scott Crowley.
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Hangar 9 - Cub Crafters
XCub 60cc
assembled by Colin Peard.

Specifications:
Wingspan—116 inch (294 cm)
Wing area—1908 sq in (123.1 dm2) total
Length—82 in (208 cm)
Weight ready to fly 14.6kg
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BK117build from scatch by Tony Parkinson

This beautifully constructed BK117
helicopter will shortly be shipped to its
new owner in Christchurch.
It is totally decked out in the Garden
City Rescue Helicopter’s kit with
digitally lit up instrument panel and
working winch.
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George Bricknell has built another pusher to join his fleet of aircraft. This time he has combining a
Telemaster Senior and a Pushy Cat, a Vic Smeed design.
He is powering it with a MGH 25—2 stroke until he is happy with its flying characteristics then it will be
repowered with a MGH 30 4 stroke engine.
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By Stew Cox
There are three low key fun Vintage events held at
the Levin field each year with the next being the
John Selby Memorial event on 26 and 27
September. For those with vintage models who
have a bit of a barrier to competition, these events
are as seriously competitive as playing beach
cricket with your grand kids! The emphasis is on
like minded model fliers getting together to fly their
vintage models. You can participate in the simple
competitions like Precision or you are equally
welcome to sport fly your vintage models – all are
welcome.

John Selby Memorial
Vintage Event
Levin MAC, Tararua Road
26 and 27 September 2020
(fly either or both days)
Starts 9.30am
Fly any Vintage or Classical Class or
Sport Fly
No entry fees

It would be great to see a contingent come down
from Palmerston and also more Levin fliers join in.
The format is that you can fly any vintage/classical
classes and fly on either or both days, whatever
works for you.
“Vintage” flying covers a wide range of modelling
periods with Vintage events being for models
published up to 31 December 1950 along with
Classical events for models published from 1
January 1951 through to 31 December 1975. So
chances are many Levin and PNA members
already have a model or two in their stable that fit
either Vintage or Classical event classes.
Vintage and Classical RC Precision is normally
the most popular and an easy entre for those new
to vintage events. This is a fun class that anyone
can fly with any eligible vintage or classical aircraft, electric or IC. The motor run of up to 60 seconds to achieve a three minute flight is generous
enabling sport vintage/classical models to fly
equally with duration models. The skill in the
event is landing within 15 metres of the spot at
three minutes give or take the age bonus for the
model. The age
bonus gives a landing window
so there is no need for Kamakazi type landings.
If you are interested in being added to an email list
for these Levin vintage events, let me know on
Flierstew@gmail.com
Those interested in Vintage flying if not already
receiving AVANZ News are also encouraged to
send
an
email
to
Bernard
Scott
scott.scott@xtra.co.nz requesting to be included
in the free email circulation list of this excellent
newsletter for all things about NZ Vintage flying.
The newsletter comes out about six times a year
and PDF back issues can be seen on the Vintage
SIG page on the Model Flying NZ website at
https://modelflyingnz.org/sigs/vintage.html

1

1.

Wayne Miss America take off

2.

Jonathan Shorer’s Viking on finals with the
Tararuas in the background.

3.

The joy of vintage with the sun exposing
Wayne’s handywork.

2
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From Facebook
Steel Eagles
The YB-35, YB-49 and the B-2 bombers assembled
to create an confusion.

Steel Eagles
RAF Vulcan in winter:

June 2020 —

The Levin Old Farts Flying Circus
which normally performs on a
Wednesday has been very quite
this month although weekend
flying has made up for it.
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Part two of Understanding LiPo batteries

With today's modern battery chemistries, such
as Lithium based cells, safety should be the
number one priority. This article covers the do's
and don'ts of looking after LiPo's, charging
LiPo's, and general everyday use.

if you are new to LiPo technology we recommend you read this as well.
Charging



Modern Lithium based batteries such as Lithium
Polymer (LiPo), Lithium Ion (Li-Ion) and more
recently Lithium Iron Phosphate (LiFePO4)
batteries are a great new way of storing
energy for portable devices
from cell phones, home electronics to RC hobby battery
packs used in cars, boats
and flight.
These modern rechargeable
battery types can store up to
350% (approximately) more
energy than a typical NiCD/
NiMH battery pack and weigh 10% - 30% less.
They can also discharge much more current
than a NiCD/NiMH battery and be fully
charged in about an hour (based on manufacturer specifications). Lithium based rechargeable batteries also don't develop
memory or voltage depression characteristics
like NiCD/NiMH batteries, and do not need to
be discharged before being charged.
But they're not without their downside. Mishandling of these batteries can lead to fire, explosions and toxic smoke inhalation. In the rest of
this guide we will cover safety guidelines of
charging and handling modern lithium based
battery packs. Some may seem pretty obvious,
but it is often the obvious things that are the
most dangerous when ignored.
Another good resource is our Introduction to
LiPo Batteries. (this appeared in the June issue
of Servo Chatter) This page is a very good
resource on LiPo battery ratings and terms and

Always use a charger made to charge
the specific lithium based rechargeable
battery. Either LiPo, Li-Ion or LiFePo4. There
are subtle differences between all the
various Lithium battery types and it is important that the right charger to suit the
battery is always used.



Double check that the
settings for the lithium
charger are correct for the
pack being charged. This
includes the cell count, as
well as the current settings.



In general, most lithium
batteries should be charged
to no more than 4.2 volts per cell or depleted
to less than 3.0 volts per cell.



Ensure that charging leads are connected
correctly. Reverse charging can lead to cell
damage or a fire or explosion.



Always charge Lithium based rechargeable
batteries on surfaces that won’t catch on fire
such as cement, steel, ceramic or stone.
Wooden tables and carpeted floors are not
recommended charging surfaces.



Do not charge batteries near flammable
products or liquids.



Never charge a LiPo / Li-Ion / LiFePO4 battery while inside your model or other electronic
device. If it catches fire it can lead to total destruction of the item it is being charged in.



LiPo / LiFePO4 / Li-Ion batteries should be
charged within a temperature range of 0C to
50C. Batteries charged outside this temperature range may experience leakage, heat
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Li-Ion / LiPo / LiFePO4 Battery Handling &
Storage

generation or cell damage.



Never leave a charging lithium battery
pack unattended.





Do not charge inside a car, especially
while driving.

Keep battery packs WELL out of reach of
children.





Do not store batteries inside a car.

Do not put battery packs in pockets or
bags where they can short circuit.



If unsure of the charge rating, never
charge a lithium battery or battery pack
at a rate over 1C (1 x the battery packs
rated capacity).



Do not store or transport batteries where
they can come into contact with sharp or
metallic objects.



Do not store your batteries in extreme
temperatures below 0C or above 50C.



Always store your batteries in a safe and
non
flammable container away from
flammable objects. A LiPo Sack or metal /
ceramic storage container is best.



Always store your Lithium rechargeable
batteries partially charged. They will
maintain their performance levels over
time and there’s no need to cycle them
unless stored for periods longer than 3-6
months.



Never charge a LiFePO4, LiPo or Li-Ion
battery that has ballooned or swelled
due to over / under charging or from a
crash.



Never charge a lithium battery pack that
has been punctured or damaged in a
crash.



Never, under any circumstances let the
positive and negative battery leads
touch each other. It can lead to cell
ballooning, cell
damage or instant fire
or an explosion.







Have a fire extinguisher near the charging
area or a large bucket of dry sand. Do not
try to distinguish with
water.
If you notice your Lithium
rechargeable
battery pack is swelling, stop the
charging process immediately, put the battery
in a safe container
and observe it for 15 minutes.




Sand not
water

Always charge your LiPo, Li-Ion and
LiFePO4
battery packs in a LiPo charging safe bag.



Do not immerse the battery in
or allow the battery to get wet.

water

Do not dispose of in fire or heat.



When mailing or shipping batteries,
always ship them at a 30% charged state
for safety reasons.



When storing batteries for extended
periods, store at a half charged state.



To dispose of a battery, discharge it
fully then place it in a bucket of salt water
for one week. To dispose of, follow your
municipal battery disposal guidelines.
Finally, always follow the manufacturer’s
safety instructions and charging guidelines for lithium battery packs. These are
there for not only the longevity of the battery pack, but also your safety.
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Gliders, helicopters, vintage it was all there.

Two of the many
uses for surgical
clamps.
1. to clamp off
the fuel line.
2. To act as gunsights.

Ross, seated and Peter discuss the
wing and check for damage.

Dave takes his plane home after a good
few flights.

For Sale
Wanted to buy
Info wanted
Water slide
transfer
Simple to apply
Long lasting

Spitfire Wing

A6 sheet — $5.00

63” spitfire wing in any condition with or without
retracts.
Please contact Peter Hunt
pjhunt31@hotmail.com

2 — large 6 cm decals
3 — medium 4 cm decals

A4 sheet — $10.00

Lost from Levin Club

6 — large 7.5 cm decals
5 — medium 5 cm decals
23 — small 2.5 cm decals

The Levin club owns a flight simulator and computer
which has been lent out or removed from the club
house. If you have these items please let, Joe, Ivan
or George know or just return to the clubhouse.

Order from Flemming Ravn,
ravnf@outlook.com
Collect at flying field.

W

A N

Flying
experiences

T E D
Builds

Add your piece to the
puzzle
editor@aeroneers.com

Hints

Photos

August 2020
Mon Tue Wed Thu

3
10
17
24
31

4
11
18
25

5
12
19
26

6
13
20
27

Fri

7
14
21
28

Sat Sun

1

2

8
15
22
29

9
16
23
30

August 2020
LMAC
Flying every day
Flying circus—every Wednesday
30 July — Deadline for August
Servo Chatter

John Selby
Memorial
Vintage Event
26—27 September.
Levin Field, Tararua Road.
Barbecue lunch both days.

More details next month.

Check out the websites for
updates on events,
field conditions etc,
Aeroneers website
Levin website

Levin camera

Mark your
calendar
August 2020
PNA
2 August — 2metre gliders
9 August — Vintage
16 August — Radian, cub, scale
23 August — Assassin, combat
27 August — Sales Table
30 August — Deadline for September
Servo Chatter

PNA SalesTable
27 August
7.00pm
Senior Citizen’s Hall, Main St,
PN.
Hall opens 6.30pm for
setup.
Sellers table $10

To all club members who are
celebrating any milestone, wedding
anniversary, graduation, end of a long
model build, anything to be proud of
congratulations.
To all club
members:
Keep warm,
be happy
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Events in the Wairarapa

Wairarapa

Palmerston North Aeroneers
Club information
Club Email: aeroneers@aeroneers.com

Club Website: www.aeroneers.com

Club Flying Site: End of Spur Road West, Colyton.

Club Facebook: Palmerston North Aeroneers

THE COMMITTEE

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS

President: Mike Randell,
president@aeroneers.com

Treasurer: Greg Findon,
Phone 06 3561571. treasurer@aeroneers.com

Secretary: Bruce Withell.
Phone 358 3202. secretary@aeroneers.com

Club Captain: Tama Randell,
Phone 027 2920363. Learn_to_fly@aeroneers.com

Committee:
Phil Pearpoint - Phone 06 323 9093
Len Ruby Maurice Job

Please pay any committee member or online to Westpac
Account 03 1522 0020708 00 Palmerston North Aeroneers.
Don’t forget to include your name in the details box.

Servo Chatter Editor and Website Updates:
Linda Lambess, Phone 06 2102910, 021 2106139
editor@aeroneers.com

Webmaster:
Tama Randell, Phone 027 2920363

Please email treasurer@aeroneers.com to advise Greg of
your payment.
The club needs to pay the Insurance fees to the NZMAA prior
to March 25 to ensure all club members are covered by the
MFNZ public liability insurance.

Levin Model Aeroplane Club
Club information
Club Email: levinmodelclub@gmail.com
Club Flying Site: Lutz Road, off Tararua Rd, RD1, Levin
Club Website: www.aeroneers.com

THE COMMITTEE

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS
MFNZ

LMAC

Family

$100

$30.00

Secretary—Treasurer: Ivan Huntley

Senior

$95

30.00

Phone 06 2102910, 0212106138

Junior

$25

30.00

President: Joe Bradbury, Phone 063645239,
0274434948

Safety Officer: George Bricknell.
Please pay any committee member or online to 03 0667 0029143 000. Don’t forget to include your name
in the details box. Please email levinmodelclub@gmail.com to advise Ivan of your payment.

The views or ideas expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the club executive or committee. Every care is
taken to ensure accuracy, but the club will not be responsible for the content of advertisements or any material contained therein. The editor reserves the right of publication. Bird graphic page 3, <a href='https://pngtree.com/so/slr-camera'>slr-camera png from pngtree.com</a>

