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President’s Report
Mike Randell - President PNA
There was a committee meeting on the 29th so will
distribute the meetings in due course.

a good sailing lake get in touch with Kevin Burrows,
our Commodore.

There is not much to report this month, the field has
been put into hay, the fence will be taken down so
keep driving on the grass to a minimum.

It was decided that under a resource consent
there was an understanding that we be allowed
for 14 Saturdays of flying, it was decided that in
2021 the last 2 Saturdays in January through to the
2nd Saturday in April, these days was decided on
as the weather is much more settled.

This Sunday will be the final for gliders, which has
been keenly fought over, and vintage will be the
week after.
The Boatineers have been sailing their J Class
yachts there has been good reports coming from
them, they are on hunt for better sailing lakes as
the lagoon has a possibility of Ecoli, if you know of

Remember keep those batteries charged whether
it be Transmitter or receiver.
See you at the field
Mike

President’s Report
Joe Bradbury - President LMAC
Not a lot to report this month. Our weather has
not been too kind with wind and rain, so not a
lot of flying. In saying that there are a couple
of projects on the go.
George is converting a Super Tiger 30 from
glow to two stroke. We have been having a
brain storm or two figuring out the best way to
mount carbs. George has come up with a
cunning plan to mount the spark pulse to the
front of the engine and I have machined up
an adaptor for the carb.

Robin is rebuilding another flying wing. Having
a few problems sorting out the stability. If anyone has a plan for a straight combat wing it
would be great to hear from you. 40 glow motor size, wing about 1 metre wide.
So once our grass is cut for baleage and the
sun comes out we will be away.
So, happy building and flying till next time.
Cheers Joe
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Tama Randell Club Captain
PNA

PNA Club
Captain’s
Report
Well another month down and the lead up to
Christmas is fast approaching. I never made it
out to the field for the long Labour weekend, I
was flying off the beach instead. Smooth sand
makes a great runway. Not that I utilised it with
the lack of wheels on my plane but it did make
the landing nice and smooth.

had finished their winter projects ready for
flying over the summer – on that note,
hopefully summer comes to the party this year
and we don’t miss out on too many weekends
of fine weather.

Not a lot else to report. Hopefully everyone

CC

That’s it from me, see you at the field

Found on
Palmerston North
Aeroneers
Facebook page!

Lipo batteries do catch fire.
NZ Fire & Emergency— research aimed to understand how lithium battery technologies
contribute to fire risk and what can be done to mitigate.
https://www.fireandemergency.nz/assets/Documents/Files/
Report_174_Lithium_Batteries_Whats_the_problem.pdf
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From The
Editors Desk
Linda Lambess, 115 Tiro Tiro Road, Levin 5510
lindalambess@gmail.com,
landline: 06 2102910. mobile: 021 2106139
That silly season is about to begin and with it
the incredible stress that we tend to put
ourselves under—organising family get
togethers, holidays, purchasing the idea gift
etc. etc. Why - well that is a question I have
been asking myself since I finished working in
marketing and all those Christmas deadlines.
Christmas comes and Christmas goes, it is a
time for family and friends and good friends
are not concerned or will even notice if everything is not perfect.

for Servo Chatter I am happy to take it all
month long - it was awesome to get the results
in so early and those pages ready to go midmonth. Actually I have already started the December edition and there is even something in
the March folder. I need to be one or two
steps ahead.

Please remember that if you have any copy

Enjoy the read. Linda

Many thanks to those who have submitted
photos, reports and ideas for this edition. They
are all appreciated and are what make it your
newsletter. Thank you.

To all club members
and their families
who celebrate a birthday,
or anniversary this month
enjoy your special day.

On 17th November,
Richard Manderson
joins the club’s octogerians!
Congratulations!

A non-club member caught low
flying in the safety zone
hopefully on rabbit control.
Photo taken at
9.05am October 5, 2020
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Five Aeroneers lined up in almost perfect
weather to launch after the countdown called
by Len. A generous helping of lift carried up
the first round and everyone enjoyed a long
flight.
Rounds two and three were not so well supported, but good flying was enjoyed by
all. Peter sported a new red Tomboy which
won the third round.
Thank you Len for recording the scores.

Pilot

Score YTD

Ladderman 20 + 5 18 + 5 18

66

232

Flemming

18

20 + 5 16 + 5

64

270

Peter

15

16

20 + 5

56

195

Greg

16

15 + 5 15 + 5

56

222

Terry

16

14 + 5 14 + 5

49

202

A stark reminder of the danger of
leaving batteries on charge too long!!
Thanks Greg for sending snippets from the
article on Stuff.
“The home owner Lim said he had planned to
take the battery off charge before going to
bed, but had forgotten.
His advice was to not overcharge lithium-ion
batteries, use them as directed and keep an
eye on them.
Fire instigator Murray Kidd said the cause of
the blaze was accidental, sparked by a
lithium-ion battery charging in the underground garage.
Crash
and
sometime
later
battery
burns!

Luckily not in the
back of a vehicle
or in the pilots
hands.
From Servo Chatter Oct 19

Take care with
batteries.
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The forecast was for strong NW winds, which possibly
explains why only five flyers showed up at Modelport
to challenge the wind along with the other
contestants. The wind was strong but not as strong
as in the July and September contests, so all five
flyers managed to complete their three flights
successfully.
But the strong wind and cool temperature
predicated little lift available and thus only two
flights reached their targets. The wind was so
variable in direction that some bungees were
retrieved from over the runway fence and some
from over the east fence.

Last Contest for 2020
1 November
Weather Permitting

Target

3 min

4 min

5 min

Total

YTD

Wayne Bilham

2:34 + 50

4:04 + 50

3:37 + 50

747

2750

Bruce McKay

2:49 + 50

3:01 + 50

4:41 + 50

729

2480

Mike Randell

3:06 + 50

2:26 + 50

3:36

636

1453

Greg Findon

2:49

3:32

3:00 + 50

608

1660

Bruce Woodfield

2:55 + 50

1:48

3:24 + 50

587

2368

Flemming Ravn

1296

Peter Vining

1239

Merv Matthews

686

Spot the difference.
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This padlock is
working
Please ensure that the handle is upwards and the
padlock is stopping it being opened.
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Well, Sunday the 11th October dawned perfectly in PN and out at
the field so we managed to get round 4 of the vintage competition
in.

Points for round 4

7 fliers showed up for the second to final round for the year. I
once again managed to take the win for the month and it gives me
a healthy lead going into the last round for the year. The top 3 Flier
positions remain unchanged after this round. Good to see Lusty Tama
giving it a quick go this time, albeit only one round.
IT Bruce
No major incidents and everyone took home their planes home in
two pieces. Although IT Bruce did try and javelin his Zephyr in to Peter
get the landing points – which did work and came away without Ladderman
any damage. Probably helps that he has a plank of 4x2 to hold his
Mike
landing gear in 
See you for the final round on 8th November.
Tama

Points

593
590
584
579
551

Greg F

544

Flemming

544

Current points for 2020
Flier

Round 1

Round 2

Round 3

Round 4

Total

Tama

590

597

590

593

2370

Bruce Mc

558

586

569

590

2303

Mike

567

544

517

551

2179

Greg F

483

561

489

544

2077

Flemming

499

485

524

544

2052

Ladderman

490

484

527

579

2080

Peter

545

174

546

584

1849

Brad

544

550

DNF

DNF

1094

Phil

480

549

DNF

DNF

1029

Final Round
Palmerston North Aeroneers Vintage Competitions
8 November.
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Picture if you will , it’s the end of the days flying at
the Levin strip, only three people left at the strip,
no wind.
The important component of this story is our “star”
performer.
Informer… or “Offender” ? - read on….
For those of you who are not familiar with the
Levin strip, the designated helicopter and general
flying area backs onto the pits area. Due to past
incidents, bungee and winch launching are
specifically excluded from this area… but of
course you already know that having looked
at the weather station page. The launching of “a
model” from the pits is a common sense “NO-NO”.
— Yes, I know it used to be common practice some
years ago at the Levin strip, but we have moved on
a few accidents/incidents/injuries since then.
Anyway…… to continue…
Please let me say here and now that our “star” of
the story is a bloody good bloke and an
experienced, highly skilled modeler who’s wish to
hurt anyone is non existent, at least it is while I’ve
been present, and he always on my arrival,
(un-prompted), pleads “compliance” ….. a little
disconcerting perhaps? “But wait there’s more”…...
With a glint in his eye (the devil made him do it no
doubt?) he started and launched his model from
the back of the pits area! - Being “compliant” I
was taken in and after mentally preparing for a
“counseling/confrontation” session with a person
whom I respected immensely, something dawned
on me. What you may ask? … Simple read on….
He was, at the point of releasing the model,
leaning against the fence … and the model was
over the fence from the pits and he was smiling!
(Crafty bugger!)
So is our “star” an “Offender”?
.. or is he an “Informer ?”
I put my money on “informer”, Why? because he
had the good sense to wait until the end of the day
to pass on his observations on a weakness in the
few rules that protect you, that’s why! He is a
modeler who could carry out safely, the
demonstration to make his point … within the
rules! (Of that time)

you know what’s coming don’t you?
Well, I thank you “star” and I hope you will still
consider me to still be your friend after you read
this account of your escapades.
At Levin we are proud of having a minimum of
rules. Those rules we do have, are made either to
preserve common sense, or they have been made
because of real life incidents and injuries that have
occurred at our strip. Having discussed the shortcoming brought to our attention, we have decided
not to add another rule but to simply amend the
existing one to:
THE
LAUNCHING
OF
A
MODEL
IS
PROHIBITED WHILE IN OR STANDING
CLOSE TO THE PITS AREA.
NOTE: The NO FLYING OVER THE SAFETY AREA IN
FRONT OF THE PITS REMAINS UNCHANGED.
George Brickell
Safety Officer,
LMAC—24/10/20
Ps. If you want the job next AGM …. It could be
yours???? Feel free! Honest! - SAFE FLYING!
And so while I hopefully still have your attention I
would ask you to also consider this:
1. The safety officers job is the most un-popular
official position in the club, that’s why only idiots
are stupid enough to do it!
2. You, the club members, have avoided this office
and have agreed to have this same idiot to take
care of your and visitors safety and wellbeing. It is
up to you to comply safely with your club rules.
3. Having to “front up” to people and point out
their shortcomings is sometimes emotionally taxing
and not an easy job when these are your friends
and fellow enthusiasts who you may know well…….
but the price you and I may pay if we fail to
prevent and cause pain and injury to someone
makes it necessary.
George Brickell
Safety Officer
LMAC—24/10/20

Hope no-one takes offence to this safety
message.

Remember Safety Is No Accident.
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Auster J 5 F Bruce Withell
My interest in Auster aircraft was kindled over 60
years ago when I was learning to fly at Rangiora.
The Canterbury Aero Club had an aerobatic variant
which was often on the airfield and Oh, how I
wished I was advanced enough to get some time in
it!
I’d since focused on modelling the type and scratch
built a 1/5 scale version some time ago based on
an example (BDY) then based at Foxpine. I really
enjoyed its true- to- scale flying characteristics and
was determined to build another, even more
accurate scale, this time ¼. The full size modeled
this time (AXO) was based on Hood aerodrome,
and I was able to get access to the aircraft twice
to take a number photographs which have been
invaluable in the detail I’ve been trying to
incorporate.
Rightly or wrongly I elected to create in total my
own design every part of the structure with only
approximately 1/12 scale 3 views and the fore
mentioned photographs to work with. I know
there’s real risks in doing that, with some critical
factors such as incidence and thrust angles and
the like set to my best judgment. Hey, I may be
wrong and some serious rebuilding might be
needed, but then again I might be lucky! In
respect of the structural design I’ve taken no
chances and probably over applied strengthening
in critical areas such as strut attachment points.
But the main features I’ve wanted to incorporate
were the tubular cabin structure of the full size,
built up from brass tube silver soldered together,
as well as fully opening doors. This meant I had

to do a great deal of thinking about where the
forces would be and of what likely magnitude.
The real core of the aircraft is the cabin floor
which carries the undercarriage suspension, strut
attachments, and a braced firewall onto which a
forward facing box forms the engine mount. Steel
rods run vertically to the wing roots to carry the
flight loads.
I also wanted lifting engine side cowls like the full
size to access needle valve, fuelling and glow
attachment points for the OS 120 FS engine.
Incidentally, although I deliberately go for low
power to enforce true to scale flight, I maybe
over optimistic that there’ll be enough. The
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MEMBERS SHED—
Bruce Withell
reason is that, despite my best efforts,
the weight just keeps sneaking up, and
there’s all the covering, paint etc. to
come. In a worst case scenario I’ll just
have burrow into it and fit something
bigger, maybe convert to electric
power?
Particular challenges along the way
have included the cabin glazing. Pulling
down the roof section to a shaped plug
would have been too much for me so
I’ve made the best I can do with flat
Perspex, at least for now.
Another challenge was how to
incorporate the Fowler flaps, but I
eventually figured out a workable
solution which maintains the strength of
the upper trailing edge yet allows for
the cavity into which the flaps retract.
I’m not far off starting covering and was “in the
right place at the right time” to score a large roll
of quite lightweight full size aircraft fabric, along
with lots of dope and thinners.
While it’s tempting to start some cockpit and
instrument panel detail, I’ll leave that until, hopefully, I’ve had successful flight tests. With such

good cockpit access through the big opening doors
I should be able to go to town with a detailed scale
panel, seats, harness, the works. I also plan to
build a working under-cowl muffler, a belly fuel
tank, along with all the usual external fitments of
the full size AXO. Lockdown gave me the incentive
to get moving on this longwinded project, but now
it’s back on the building board the end is nearer!
Acknowledgements :
Merv Matthews for the
design of the engine
mounting box, and
Flemming Ravn for
sourcing the original
Auster aerofoil and laser
cutting a rib set.
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Hi there,
We are settling into our new location in Yorkshire
and getting to grips with the continuing story of
Covid. In rural North Yorkshire, there isn't much
impact on life other than wearing a mask when out
shopping and waiting to get into the odd shop
because they have restricted numbers allowed inside.
Our new house is quite a bit smaller than the
house at Emma Drive and doesn't have a workshop
or shed. For the time being, I have set up shop in
the garage and the car will have to live on the
drive. We have plans to build a hobby room so will
keep you posted as it develops.
I've been a regular at the local club. It has 40
members though I've never seen more than six
show up at the weekend. We can only fly there in
the afternoons and Sunday morning so that is a
change to routine.
We have also been up to the North York Moors
several times to go slope soaring. Gill enjoys the 40
minute tramp from the car park to the flying site
and watching the glider soaring in the lift. It is
getting a bit more chilly now so extra layers of
clothing will be required as we head into
winter.
I've been watching the club webcam a few times
and spotted you out flying. It is a pity that you
can't tell when it takes a snapshot or you could line
up and wave!
Enjoy your Covid free summer!
Regards,
Jonathan.
“You certainly look as if you have been there years!” Linda
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...and that is what
it is all about!
Learning to
sail at Lake
Ridd.
Philip and
future
Aeroneer
grandson
Brayden
trying out
two Genie
yachts
designed
by
Vic Smeed
in 1960

Steel Eagles Facebook

Fw 190A-8, Melsbroek, Belgium, 6 + – (Brown outlined in black).
Burnt and looted. Sept 1944
Based on its werknummer, this Fw 190 A-8 was one of 300 aircraft
(175001–175300) manufactured by Focke-Wulf at Cottbus, with
this particular aircraft being completed sometime in mid-late August 1944. It obviously had a very short operational career as it
was found abandoned on the airfield at Melsbroek (near Brussels),
Belgium on September 4. Thus it served with II./JG 26 for about
two weeks at best. It appears to have suffered a “kopfstand” following its last flight and was left in that state when the Germans
fled the airfield on Sept 3 after operating from it for only five days.
Its pose naturally attracted many photographers thus creating a
comprehensive photographic record. It also attracted the interest
of Allied intelligence as it was noted and briefly described in a
Crashed Enemy Aircraft (CEA). It was later completely destroyed
sometime in October 1944 when a booby-trapped 250 kg bomb
buried under its motor exploded while it was being moved by
American troops expanding the runway.
Note the ammunition box for the fuselage MG 131/13s.

Jets at Tokoroa—Oct 17

October is the birthday month of my great-niece in
Cambridge and of course the big family fifth
birthday party. As this little girl is unfortunately
short of grand-parents, I told Ivan that we should
really go. He agreed reluctantly and birthday gifts
etc were duly organised.
Ivan’s enthusiasm changed considerably when I
informed him that the jets were on it Tokoroa on
that weekend and if we left on Saturday we could
stay there the day, do birthday party Sunday, and
perhaps a trip to Hobby Hangar on the Monday.
Sudden enthusiasm! To add to the weekend,
Bathurst was on and he was able to watch with
other fathers attending the birthday party!
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It was a beautiful day in Tokoroa, sunshine, no
wind and some amazing aircraft. Rene and Tarquin
had a busy weekend flying both the Tutor and the
Reaction. Lew Woods initially had problems with
the model but this was straighten out and his
model eventually flew. Pete Brown had his model
on the starting line but it refused to start and
unfortunately we left before he got it sorted.
An interesting day, with the jets, and full size aircraft sharing the same runway which go-karts and
motocross were on adjacent land at either end of
the runway.
Linda
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Boatineers sailing their J Class yachts - looks nice and
relaxing on a lovely sunny day.

Aircraft Propeller and
Engine Size Conversion Charts
Found on the LMAC clubhouse wall
Bob’s R/C Model Airplane Information page
TeleHobbies R/C

Aircraft Propeller
Chart

Pitch: think of pitch in the same way you think of
threads on a screw. A pitch of 6 means in one
revolution, a propeller should move forward six
inches.
Generally, greater pitch yields faster cruising
speeds; lesser pitch provides better climbing.
Engine size
Starting

Starting
propeller

.049

6x3

5-1/4x4
6x3-1/2
7x3

5-1/2x4
6x4

.09

7x4

7x3
7x5

7x4-1/2

.15

8x4

8x5
9x4

8x6

.19 — .25

9x4

8x5
8x6

9x5

9x7
9-1/2x6

10x5

Alternate propellers
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Engine Size Conversion Chart, Cubic Inches to Cubic
Centimetres
CI

CC

CI

CC

CI

CC

CI

CC

049

.8

.29

4.8

.80

13.0

2.00

32.8

09

1.5

.35

5.7

.91

14.9

2.40

39.3

15

2.5

.40

6.5

1.20

20.0

2.70

44.3

9

3.1

.46

7.5

1.50

25.0

3.00

49.2

1

3.5

.50

8.2

1.60

26.2

25

4.1

.61

10.00

1.80

30.0

Engine
size

Starting
propeller

2.00

20x8

.20 — .21

9x6

.40

Alternate
propellers
18x10
20x6

20x10
22x6

9x5

10x5

11x6

10x6
10x7
11x4
11x5

11x7
11x7-1/2
12x4
12x5

.45 — .48

11x6

10x6
10x7
10x8
11x7

11x7-1/2
12x4
12x5
12x6

.60 — .65

12x6

11x7-1/2
11x7-3/4
11x8
12x8

13x5
13x6
14x5
14x6

.29 — .30

9x6

.35 — .36

10x6

9x7
10x5

11x4

.40

10x6

9x8

11x5

.45

10x7

10x6
11x5

11x6
12x4

.80

13x6

12x8
13x8

14x4
14x6

.50

11x6

10x8
11x7

12x4
12x5

.90

14x6

.60 — .61

11x7

11x7-1/2
11x7-3/4

11x8
12x6

12x10
13x8

14x8
15x6

1.20

16x6

14x8
15x6
15x8
16x8

17x6
18x5
18x6

1.60

16x6

15x6
15x8
16x8

18x6
18x8
20x6

2.40

18x10

18x12
20x8

20x10

2.70

20x8

18x10

18x12

3.00

20x10

18x12

20x10

.70

12x6

11x8
12x8

13x6
14x4

.78 — .80

13x6

12x8
14x4

14x5

.90 — .91

14x6

13x8
15x6

16x5

1.08

16x6

15x8

18x5

1.20

16x8

16x10
18x5

18x6

1.50

18x6

18x8

20x6

1.80

18x8

18x10
20x6

20x8
22x6
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Classifieds
Wanted to buy
A small 4 stroke engine .30 or less or a 2 stroke
engine .20 to .30
and
a 1/3 scale pilot - full pilot or bust.
Contact Phil Pearpoint
Phone 06 3239093, 0276197221

Water slide transfer
Simple to apply, Long lasting.
Order from Flemming Ravn,
ravnf@outlook.com
Collect at flying field.

Don’t
forget:

Water bottle, sunscreen,
sunhat, sun glasses
Cover up
Skin Cancer is Real

PNA Club Fuel

November 2020
Mon

2
9
16
23
30

Tue

3
10
17
24

Wed

4
11
18
25

Thu

5
12
19
26

Fri
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Sat

Sun

7
14
21
28

1
8
15
22
29

6
13
20
27

Mark
your
calendar

November 2020

Palmerston
North
Aeroneers

Levin - Flying every day.
Levin - Flying circus, every Wednesday.
Aeroneers - Coffee morning, M10, every Wednesday.
1 November - Aeroneers 2 metre glider competitions.
8 November - Aeroneers Tomboy and Vintage competitions
15 November - Aeroneers Radian competitions.
30 November - Deadline for December Servo Chatter.

flying every
Saturday
23 January 10 April 2021

Next year’s Vintage dates
are:

Wings Over Wairarapa Air Festival

6 & 7 March 2021 -

26-28 February 2021
at Hood Aerodrome, Masterton.

Gareth Newton Memorial

Limited Early Bird tickets are now on sale
until 30 November or until sold out.
Purchase your tickets here.

Bob Burling Memorial

Check out the websites
for
updates on events,
field conditions etc,
Aeroneers website
Levin website

Levin camera

9 & 10 May 2021 25 & 26 September 2021 John Selby Memorial

To all club members who are
celebrating any milestone, wedding
anniversary, graduation, end of a long
model build, anything to be proud of
congratulations.
To all club members:
Keep safe, be happy

Palmerston North
Aeroneers
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Club information

Club Email: aeroneers@aeroneers.com
Club Flying Site: End of Spur Road West, Colyton.

Club Website: www.aeroneers.com
Club Facebook: Palmerston North Aeroneers

THE COMMITTEE

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS

President: Mike Randell,
president@aeroneers.com

Treasurer: Greg Findon,
Phone 06 3561571. treasurer@aeroneers.com

Secretary: Bruce Withell.
Phone 358 3202. secretary@aeroneers.com

Club Captain: Tama Randell,
Phone 027 2920363. Learn_to_fly@aeroneers.com

Committee:
Phil Pearpoint - Phone 06 323 9093
Len Ruby Maurice Job

Please pay any committee member or online to Westpac
Account 03 1522 0020708 00 Palmerston North Aeroneers.
Don’t forget to include your name in the details box.

Servo Chatter Editor and Website Updates:
Linda Lambess, Phone 06 2102910, 021 2106139
editor@aeroneers.com

Webmaster:
Tama Randell, Phone 027 2920363

Please email treasurer@aeroneers.com to advise Greg of
your payment.
The club needs to pay the Insurance fees to the NZMAA prior
to March 25 to ensure all club members are covered by the
MFNZ public liability insurance.

Levin Model Aeroplane Club

Club information

Club Email: levinmodelclub@gmail.com
Club Flying Site: Lutz Road, off Tararua Rd, RD1, Levin
Club Website: www.aeroneers.com

THE COMMITTEE

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS
Due March 2021

MFNZ

LMAC

Family

$100

$30.00

Secretary—Treasurer: Ivan Huntley

Senior

$95

30.00

Phone 06 2102910, 0212106138

Junior

$25

30.00

President: Joe Bradbury, Phone 063645239,
0274434948

Safety Officer: George Bricknell.
Please pay any committee member or online to 03 0667 0029143 000. Don’t forget to include your name
in the details box. Please email levinmodelclub@gmail.com to advise Ivan of your payment.

The views or ideas expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the club executive or committee. Every care is
taken to ensure accuracy, but the club will not be responsible for the content of advertisements or any material contained therein. The editor reserves the right of publication. Bird graphic page 3, <a href='https://pngtree.com/so/slr-camera'>slr-camera png from pngtree.com</a>

