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The Club was successful with our application for a
grant from Infinity Foundation for a new ride on mower.
It is hoped that the new mower will be ready for picking
up this week, the old mower has also been sold. A
special thanks to Peter Vining for his part in getting the
quotes and finding a buyer.
Saturday flying for the months of February and March
from all accounts it has been successful. Just a
reminder that from April onwards Saturday flying is for
testing new planes or equipment and training. Please
remember to fill in the log sheet for the days you fly.
Thanks to members who have paid their Club fees by
20 March, the Club has made payment on your behalf
to MFNZ, you are now insured. Membership cards will
be issued by MFNZ shortly. If you have not paid your
subscription you are not covered by the MFNZ
insurance policy after 31 March.

right through the weekend. This would have made it
unpleasant for the public attending, the flyers and Club
member’s assisting. We also took into account the
possible damage to the field by cars and foot traffic. It
was disappointing to have to cancel considering the
amount of radio, paper and display board advertising
that our Open Day had received. Thanks to Bruce
Woodfield for his time in updating the signs. My thanks
also to the members who put out and retrieved the
signs, arranged the toilets and coffee cart, cut the
grass, prepared the field and offered their help for the
Open Day. Your work and offer of help was truly
appreciated.
The flying strip is looking really good, the top soiling
and grass seeding has worked a treat. Again thanks to
all who helped.

To our new members
This month we welcomed two new members to the
Club, Ross Biggar and David Hopkins. Ross has
moved to Feilding from the North Shore area where he
was a member of the North Shore Model Aero Club for
over 20 years. Ross has wings badges for Basic,
Gliding and Large Planes. David is a retired builder and
lives in Palmerston North. David is new to the sport
and keen to learn. Please make yourself known to both
Ross and David and I am sure you will make them both
welcome to the Club.
Unfortunately this month we had to cancel Club Night
and the Open Day.
Club night was to be an open invitation to the public
with the aim of recruiting new members to the Club.
The evening was to be advertised in the local papers
but we were unable to find a sponsor. Without prior
advertising to the public there was no point in holding
the evening. A future evening aimed at recruiting new
members will be discussed by the Committee.

The Committee needs your suggestions on things to do
for Club nights. “Show and tell” evenings are
successful if we can get members who have a build
project underway to bring them along and talk about
their project. If you have visit something that you
enjoyed and think others may, let us know about it and
we will do the organising to make it a Club night.
There still is a problem with viewing documents on our
Website. Tama is working with the Web Engineers to
try and resolve the issue. If you need to read any
document urgently I can email you a PDF copy.
Enjoy your
flying.
Regards
Greg Findon
President
PN Aeroneers

The Open Day was a weather issue, the forecast on
Friday night and Saturday morning indicated more rain
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Airplanes are near perfect; all they lack is the ability to forgive.
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From the Editors Desk
Linda Lambess
Phone 323 4918, 021 2106139
Daylight saving ends this weekend and it is only three
months to the shortest day and we are on the way to
summer time again! Gee that really is a half full statement but we all hope that summer is better than this
year. The weather has a huge effect on our attitudes
and it is not an easy decision to cancel the clubs major
event of the year, the Open Day. Yes it probably was
very flyable on Sunday however, the decision had to be
made early to meet radio station cancellation deadlines
and to allow those people travelling a distance to
change their plans. The field would have been wet and
soggy, a test for Ivan’s waterproof socks but also trying
for people stuck in mud. The club would always like to
get new members from this event and being pushed out
of the mud is not the memory we want prospective
members to leave with.
Anzac day is almost here and a time of paying tribute to
those who have sacrificed for our country - while also
paying respect to those who have served in recent
conflicts, and who still continue to serve today.
“This ANZAC Day will mark the 9th year aircraft from
our Biggin Hill collection at Ohakea will commemorate
this significant day with a flypast around the Manawatu/
Wanganui region. As 2017 marks the 80th anniversary
of the RNZAF, the flypasts will be joined by two aircraft
from the RNZAF - Harvard NZ1015 of the RNZAF

Historic Flight and a Beechcraft Texan 2. This unique
formation will be led by Squadron Leader Jim Rankin in
Avenger 18. Spitfire Alfa Lima will be flown by
Squadron Leader Sean Perrett, Harvard 15 by Flight
Lieutenant Stu Anderson and the Beechcraft Texan by
Squadron Leader Hayden Sheard.”
“The towns and cities to be visited include: Sanson,
Rongotea, Palmerston North, Ashhurst, Pohangina,
Apiti, Hunterville, Aramoho Cemetery, Wanganui City,
Wanganui Airport, Marton, Halcombe, Feilding, Bulls,
and Ohakea.”
How lucky are we to have these aircraft based locally,
although I have to admit the sound of the Iroquois
approaching the Feilding cenotaph at dawn was a
moving experience., where as the Spitfire is exciting
and a sight and sound of sheer speed and power.
Easter is also a time for remembrance and often a time
to visit family and friends, eat too much chocolate and
enjoy hot cross buns.
If you are travelling this Easter, take care on the roads if
you are staying home, hope to see you at the field.
Thanks to Ladderman, Greg and Maurice who have
contributed to this edition. Linda

WHY IS IT?
Why do we press harder on a remote control when we
know the batteries are getting dead?

Whose idea was it to put an 'S' in the word 'lisp'?
If people evolved from apes, why are there still apes?
Why doesn't Tarzan have a beard?

Why do banks charge a fee on 'insufficient funds' when
they know there is not enough money?

Why do people keep running over a string a dozen times
with their vacuum cleaner, then reach down, pick it up,
Why does someone believe you when you say there are
examine it, then put it down to give the vacuum one more
four billion stars, but check when you say the paint is wet? chance?
Why does Superman stop bullets with his chest, but ducks If a deaf person has to go to court, is it still called a hearwhen you throw a revolver at him?
ing?
Why do Kamikaze pilots wear helmets?
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Why are you IN a movie, but you're ON TV?

Safety doesn’t happen by accident
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Weather app
changes
MetService is completely re-developing NZ's most
popular weather app.
The app has been developed from
scratch, with a new design, navigation
and functionality. In contrast to the
existing Towns and Cities App which
has been in
market for five years,
there will be no charge to download it
on iPhone or Android phones. It will
instead
be
supported
by
advertising.
We've talked to and surveyed
hundreds of Kiwis and their input
has helped us design a really user
-friendly app, with relevant
content, in a layout that's most
useful for you. It contains
everyday and important weather
information for everyone in New
Zealand.

What's new?
•

It’s free
• Organise your weather information so you can find the information that's important to you
• Search for your local town or use
location services for your location
• Morning, afternoon, evening and
overnight weather icons
• Offline mode for when you are outside of your Wi-Fi area
What doesn't the app include?

The app will not include weather information for mountains, National Parks,
marine or surf weather information. You
can currently download the Marine or
Snow app for Android and iPhone in the
app stores.

The new app will replace the
existing Towns and Cities
app. Once the new app
launches, the existing app
will no longer be officially supported.

When will the app be available?
We're aiming to bring the app to the Apple
and Google Play app stores in April this year.

Rene’s Sopworth
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Flying is not dangerous, crashing is
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2 Metre
Glider Results
AERONEERS 2m GLIDER REPORT 5 MARCH 2017
Only seven bungee jumpers arrived to contest our March event. The other usual attendees must have judged the
wind a little too strong for their liking.
The Contest Director had all equipment set up by 0900 but no flyer took off until 0930 thus wasting one third of
our allotted 90 minutes. As a result only two rounds were flown when three could easily have been flown.
The wind was a little on the strong side and quite variable, but no flyer had any trouble keeping his airplane
upwind, thus demonstrating that conditions were not outside flyable limits.
Bruce McKay took a third flight and achieved 5 minutes plus the circle, but since a third round was not contested
this flight, unfortunately, could not be counted.
Once again Bruce Fryer took charge of retrievals and was ably assisted by others. Thank you to those who
retrieved and assisted with packing up.
3 minutes

4 minutes

Total

Bruce McKay

2:59

50

3.54

50

513

Merv Matthews

3:00

50

4:08

50

512

Peter Vining

2:30

50

2:29

50

399

Mike Randall

2:54

50

2:51

395

Ladderman

3:01

50

2:36

385

Bruce Fryer

2:32

50

1:09

271

Brian Dickons

2:46

1:35

261

Congratulations to Merv for achieving a perfect score. Next Contest, 2 April

Tomboy
Results
Flemming Ravn
Ladderman
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Round 1

Round 2

Round 3

20 -

18 -

DNS

18 -

20 -

20 -

38
58

The model must remain within the height restrictions
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Radian
Results
Greg Findon

7:11/50

5:10/50

6:30/-

1218

Alvah Brickhill

6:51/-

6:49/-

6:34/-

1214

Ladderman

6:49/-

5:18/-

6:36/-

1123

Len Ruby

5:56/-

5:04/-

6:34/-

1054

Bruce McKay

7:00/50

4:34/50

4:15/-

1049

Peter Vining

7:06/-

4:43/-

4:57/-

994

Merv Matthews

5:33/-

3:22/-

5:12/50

897

Ross Biggar

DNS

DNS

DNS

-

Vintage
Results
Bruce McKay

2:53/-

2:56/20

2:59/-

548

Ladderman

2:59/-

3:10/-

3:02/-

529

Brian Dickons

2:59/-

2:56/20

DNS

375

Greg Findon

2:03/-

2:23/20

DNS

266

WHEN OUR LAWNMOWER broke and wouldn't run, Linda kept hinting to me that I should get it fixed.
But, somehow I always had something else to take care of first, modifying or making my racing
lawnmower go faster, the car, working on a model or flying, always something more important to me.
Finally she thought of a clever way to make her point. When I arrived home one day, I found her seated
in the tall grass, busily snipping away with a tiny pair of sewing scissors. I watched silently for a short
time and then went into the house. I was gone only a minute and when I came out again I handed her a
toothbrush. I said, 'When you finish cutting the grass, you might as well sweep the driveway.'

The doctors say I will walk again, but I will always have a limp.
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Nothing can be accomplished without taking any chance at all.
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Repairing a
Foamie
HOW TO FIX WARPS, DENTS,
TWISTS OR UNCRUNCH
FOAM PARTS
by Ed Anderson
I never crash, but maybe you do. Crashing can crunch
the foam of a Radian, Easy Star, Super Cub or other
foam planes to the point that the parts don’t fit or it
introduces a twist or warp as you try to put it back
together. Or it can introduce a twist or warp in the
fuselage. I am going to outline a method of getting the
foam back to straight or uncrunching parts. This can
also be used to take twists or warps out of new parts
and it will take dents out of your foam wings or even
bagged wings, like DLG wings or a bagged wing Supra
competition glider.
Let’s suppose your Radian, Easy Glider, Easy Star,
etc. has a tendency to turn in the air requiring you to
trim in a lot of rudder to get it to fly straight. How can
you fix it? Well first you have to find the cause. Turn
your foamy over and site down the fuselage seam. It
should be straight from nose to tail. Or, tape a piece of
string to the tail end of the fuse, again inverted and
then gently stretch the string to the nose. It should
track down the centre of the fuse. If it does not, you
have a warp. We are going to fix it.
This can happen at the factory, from a fuse not sitting
right in the box or from a crash where one side of the
fuselage compressed from an impact. This can also
happen if you leave a foam plane in a hot car for a long
time. Believe me, what you will learn here will come in
handy for the rest of your foam flying life.
Heat does wonderful things to foam. It can stretch it,
expand it and help straighten it. You can put twists in or
take them out. You can use this when making some
foam replacement parts too.
Since we are fixing the fuse, take the wings off, you
won't need them. Take the h-stab off too, if it comes
off. Tape the rudder so it is straight.
Try to figure out where the warp is centered. I am going
to guess it will start behind the wings, somewhere
along the boom. Flex the fuse to see if you can get it to
look straight. You may have to use something to apply
pressure in the center of the curve on the opposite side
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to get it straight. If you can flex it to straight, you can fix
it.
Basically you are going to apply heat to the inside of
the curve as you flex the boom away from the curve
and a bit past straight. As you apply heat the gas that
is trapped in the foam beads will expand. As the beads
expand they extend that side of the fuselage making
the heated side longer and helping you take that warp
out. If this was caused by a crash this will uncrunch the
crunched beads.
This goes under various names, but you might hear it
called the Elapor soup method as it really became
popular with the Mulitplex Elapor foam planes. But it
works well with most beaded type foams. Easy Star
pilots would crunch the nose of the plane in a crash.
They would plunge the nose, Elapor foam, it into
boiling water and the foam would expand, thus the
soup reference.

Heat Methods.
HOT running tap water - You hold the part to be
expanded under the hot water while you shape it. In
this case you flex the fuse just a little past straight while
it is under the running hot water. The foam beads will
expand, extending that side of the fuse. After a minute
or two you take the fuse out from under the water, still
holding it and let it cool. Then site and see if it took. Go
back under the water if needed. As tap water is only
100 to 140 degrees sometimes this is not hot enough
to do the job. So we need more heat.
Placing the part into boiling water - this works well
for small pieces like a rudder a wing tip or a crunched

Good habits deteriorate over time.
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Repairing a Foamie
nose. You can also pour boiling water over the area.
Steam from boiling water sometimes works. Use a BIG
pot and make lots of steam. This works well for large
areas like wings.
My favourite is using a heat gun/hair dryer to heat a
wet cloth or paper towels. Don't let the towels dry out
completely. You heat the wet cloth till it steams and
starts to dry out. You have the part stretched while you
do it, just as above.

In the case of the fuse we are using as our example,
you want to expand the most in the center of the warp
curve but you want to extend that somewhat forward
and back of the center or you will have to overheat one
area too much and perhaps not have enough
expansion ability to make it work.

BTW this works well for bagged composite wings,
like DLG wings. It can take a dent our by heating the
foam under the skin. I use paper towels and my
covering iron. They just magically disappear. Works
well for dents in your Radian, Easy Glider, etc. here
you want to be more focused, so a covering iron or a
hot clothes iron is best. Just use the tip to focus the
heated area over the dent.
In each case the purpose of the water is to keep the
foam from getting too hot and melting. We want to get
it up to about the temperature of boiling water, though
sometimes hot tap water, 120 to 140 degrees can do it
too.
Using these methods I have taken Radians and Easy
Gliders that have been broken into numerous smashed
and crushed pieces, reshaped the foam and glued it
back together with great success. Recently I shredded
my Radian while slope soaring. A high speed crash
through bare tree branches did a nice job on the fuse.
The wings just came and got a few dents, but the fuse
was in 5 pieces. It flies today!
Regardless of the method, you want to spread the
expand over a somewhat broad area, not a pinpoint.
Again, in the case of dents in a wing you want to be
more targeted. That is why I use my covering iron
rather than a heat gun.

Try it! If you have some scrap Styrofoam or other
beaded foam you can try this out for practice. Take a
foam drinking cup. cut out the bottom. Now do a top to
bottom slice. Use the method above and see if you can
take the curve out of the foam and make it flat. You
may not get it totally flat but you will see the impact.
Note that the cup material is thin so don’t heat it to
much at once or you will expand all the bead instead of
just the ones on the inside of the curve. The heated
beads will get bigger.
When working on a fuse, wings or other parts, be sure
you don't introduce a twist as you do this or you will
have another problem. But no worry, that can be fixed
too.
Clear Skies and Safe Flying.

Stolen goods recovered
"Feilding and Marton Police have executed search
warrants in the Bulls area this week in relation to
burglaries committed in the Feilding, Halcombe and
Marton areas. A substantial amount of stolen property
has been recovered. Three offenders have been
arrested with more likely in the coming days. Some of
the property that has been recovered has not been
identified. We would like the assistance of the public to
identify the owner of this model plane. It is accompanied
by other models and documentation that will be easily
identified by the owner".

Anyone with information regarding this property is asked to contact
Senior Constable Kim Manderson at the Feilding Police station on 323 0013
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Most accidents are because the pilot did too much too soon, followed very quickly by too little too late.
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Buddy Box
Woops those gliders
are back -time to head
back to the lake and
check out those model
boats!

Catapult Gliders at Manfeild
Park fortnightly.
Several club members
have taken to the air with
various degrees
of success.
Guys - sorry no pics this
week however I did pick a
nice feed of mushrooms.
Last night 10 April.

Buddy Box is a new page for Servo Chatter let us know what your buddies are up to. I
have asked for information on what you are
building or flying to little or no avail - are you
happier to let me know what other club
members are up to?

Is one of our
club members
tyred out?

This is Servo Chatter - chatter is talk, gossip,
chat, conversation, twaddle, prattle, gas,
yakking it is not a soliloquy - please let me
know some gossip. Obviously anything
slanderous is not welcome and confidentially
is assured.
If I don’t hear anything - watch out, I may just
make it up!!!!
See I can make
things up!

Time to get those little
planes ready. Indoor
starts 9 May
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It appears that the points
scorer for the 2 metre gliders
is totally at sixes and sevens
(well at least that was the
number of emails it took to get
it right!!)
Thanks for the results for the
gliders, toyboys, vintage and
radian.

Better to hit the far fence at five MPH than the close fence at approach speed

4+2
5+2

7

6+1

7

4+2

6

10 - 4

6

3+3

6
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Buddy Box
Last week I knew Ivan was going to be
looking at a model Spitfire to purchase.
I was out of town for the day, and later
that evening I mentioned the spitfire
and he said “it’s in the shed.”
I was pleased that we finally had a
British aircraft in the pilots lounge.

He showed me the model in the photo
above but I don’t think I was meant to
notice the other Spitfire sitting on the
shelf. He was hoping I won’t see it
because it hidden and camouflaged!

Rene’s
High
Speed
Crash
April 2017

To invent an airplane is nothing. To build it is something. To fly it is everything

.
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Balsa Builders Facebook
Recent posts on Balsa Builders Association facebook
page. This is a very active page and photos are posted
of all manner of models.
So just to be clear.... Building up an inventory of plane
kits from swap meets and any other source, so that you
have 10-15 planes to build at any time is socially
acceptable and not clinically hoarding..... Right?
And some of the hilarious replies.
 Jim Cianciolo I believe "clinically hoarding" is

socially acceptable for all members of the Balsa
Model Aircraft Builders Association.
 It's acceptable only if you can out live the supply.
 A skilled and dedicated hoarder will always over

acquire his ability to build them.
 I was really depressed that I had so many partially

built models...so I went out and bought a new
model to cheer myself up.
 Perfectly normal behaviour, you are fine..
 Retail therapy!
 I thought cyano sniffing and balsa dust were on the

'hard drugs' list.

 As a proper model aviation enthusiast, I have a

collection of balsa, plans, covering, kits, wrecked
planes, half-built planes, ready to fly planes,
engines, batteries & chargers, radios and
equipment, magazines & books...it just sort of
happens this way.
 Exactly! You hit the nail on the head when you

describe yourself as a "proper" model aviation
enthusiast.. Collecting, hoarding, drooling over your
possessions whilst whispering " my Precious", is all
par for the course.
 I sense a sort of magic when I open a kit, inspect

all the parts, sticks and sheet-wood, unroll the
plans and fine Esaki tissue. This is the dream
stage, takes me back to early childhood.
 It is hoarding, it is socially unacceptable, it is good

indicator of a deranged mind but I do it, intend on
continuing to do it, am proud of doing it, admire
those that are better at it than I, encourage those
that aspire to best me, and above all I don't give a
rats ass what normal so called well adjusted think.
So there!!!!
 "Put it this way if you were a woman you would buy

 It's not hoarding if your stuff is cool. just sayin'
 Besides, it is all swappable for something you

REALLY want. Just another form of currency.
 Suggestion: occasionally, you must buy a sacrificial

kit that gets sold. Execute the sale visibly in front of
your spouse and act very despondent after it's
gone. The mileage you get will make it worthwhile!
 You know, my wife tells me I've got way too many

planes. I've got my dad's old PT-40 he built when I
was like 10, a Sig Kadet Senior, Great Planes
Super Decathlon, building a Sig 1/4 scale Cub, an
E-Flite 480 Sea Fury, E-Flite Apprentice 15e,
E-Flite P-47 Razerback, Blade 300X, and then a
few E-Flite and Parkzone micro indoor fliers. I look
at the collections of what other guys have Entire
garages and basements full of planes. I can totally
see how that could happen because there are so
many that I want to build right now it's not even
funny. And it's not like you can build them and then
sell them to make money. So you build them and
fly them and keep then and the next thing you know
you've got 100 birds in the basement and a bitching
wife :)
 I used to pore through the old Tower catalogue and

drool over the number of kits available. There were
some ARFs, but they were very expensive and
made kit building appear sensible. I should have
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invested my retirement money in those kits!

handbags, shoes, dresses.. an that could be for
just one date party!!..mind you you can't hang bags
n shoes from the ceiling ..
 No worse than a horse trailer full of alpaca fibre…

blankets and seconds. Yes we are going to use it
and or sell. But we aren't hoarding. HONEST. I
need a few more kits to reach the 10 mark.
 I call it emergency preparedness and contingency

planning… In case the balsa forests get hit by
beetles like the pine forests of Alaska did!
 The truth is we are going to build them all...just

need to figure out how to get rid of the stuff we
don't need...work, home, wife, kids, etc etc...
 One time I bought a hoarder out. Seven van loads

later, a mound grew from floor to ceiling. My wife
exclaimed, " What is all that STUFF!". I replied,
"Don't you remember our agreement?" "What
agreement?" she seethed. I replied, " If you stay
out of the basement then I stay out of trouble."
On the subject of hoarding or collecting model plane
kitsets seem very boring. The weirdest collections in
the world include:
Airline air sick bags, miniature chairs, dice, bottled
water labels, nails, buttons, toothbrushes, flamingo
related items, napkins, sneakers, erasers, hotel do
not disturb signs, soap bars and even one Australian
who has collected his belly button fluff since 1984!

Flying is the 2nd greatest thrill known to man, landing is the 1st.
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NZ's first military plane's
fate unknown
Back in September 2013, APNZ's Kurt Bayer
looked back on the short, but colourful life, of
the small and frail Bleriot XI-2, New Zealand’s
first military aeroplane.
Even the staunchest landlubbers couldn't but help marvel
at the speed and power of the AC72 America's Cup yachts
tearing across San Francisco Bay.
A century ago, the cutting edge of mankind's technology
was brought to the skies above Auckland with the arrival
of the New Zealand Government's first military aeroplane.
The Bleriot XI-2, a balsa wood-like and flimsy fabric
contraption with a cruising speed of just 75km/h, arrived in
Wellington on September 29, 1913.
Named, 'Britannia', it was a gift of the Imperial Air Fleet
Committee - a group of prominent British businessmen
who sought to promote aviation, and particularly military
warbirds, through the Empire.
After its first hurdle was overcome (it arrived without its
propeller), a crack pilot was enlisted to conduct
demonstration flights for huge crowds at Epsom showgrounds.
Wanganui-born second lieutenant Joseph Joel Hammond
had already achieved a number of aviation firsts in
Australia.
And he was the perfect man to dazzle and enthral the
thronging Auckland crowds.
"He was the Justin Bieber, the David Beckham of the day,"
said Simon Moody, research officer at Wigram Air Force
Museum in Christchurch, which displays a replica Britannia aircraft.
"In really was pioneering stuff. To have one aircraft here in
New Zealand, bearing in mind that it would be another 10
years before aviation really took off here, was quite a
coup.
"It was all about the British Empire spreading the gospel of
aviation and new ideas to the Dominions."
The first flight was on
January 17, 1914.
Hammond, a dashing
fly-boy with a cheeky
glint in his black-andwhite
photographs,
circled the Epsom
showgrounds field before
making
a
devilishly low pass
overhead and landing safely.
Further flights followed, including one jaunt with a journalist as a passenger which nearly ended in tragedy. Rudder
control was lost after take-off, and so with no brakes to
apply, Hammond leapt out of the
aircraft to grab the tail
in order to slow it down.
Having successfully demonstrated the aircraft, Hammond
was ready to take another passenger.
"Unfortunately, he now made an error of judgement," Mr
Moody said.
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Rather than a politician or some other influential person,
he chose an actress, Miss Esme McLellan, who was
touring with the Royal Pantomime Company at the time.
Miss McLellan's "enthusiastic account" of her flight was
published in several newspapers.
Hammond's employers were less than impressed with his
choice of passenger and the resulting publicity," said Mr
Moody.
He was promptly sacked and the Britannia was crated up
and put into storage. The experiment to bring aviation to
the masses was a short-lived flop.
But, as Mr Moody said, the story doesn't end there for the
aircraft or its shame-faced pilot.
At the outbreak of World War One, the New Zealand
Government sent it back to Britain, which had an acute
shortage of aircraft.
It next appears in the records in January 1915 when it
arrived at Brooklands in Britain, Mr Moody said.
Mystery then surrounds the Britannia's ultimate fate whether it was a casualty of war or whether it was put out
to pasture.
But its legend lives on as a trailblazer in New Zealand
aviation history, with a replica aircraft hanging in the
Wigram Air Force Museum's atrium, complete with
mannequins of Hammond and Miss McLellan re-enacting
the world's earliest flight scandal.
The above article states Joseph was born in Wanganui,
however The War Memorial Museum states he was born
in Feilding on 10 July 1886. - editor

Joseph Hammond had a colourful but short life, being born
in Feilding in 1886 and died on active duty in the United
States when an aircraft he was flying on a war bonds
promotional tour when his Bristol Fighter F2B entered a right
hand spin from 600 feet, its left wing striking a tree before
crashing in a cornfield of the Marion County Poor Farm near
its boundary with the Indianapolis Speedway. At the funeral,
Hammonds coffin was draped with an American and British
Flag and was attended by US and British soldiers.
Hammond was cremated and his remains were then stored
in the family mausoleum of Carl Fisher who was the founder
of the Indianapolis speedway. Hammond’s remains were
never collected. At the time of his death Joseph Hammond
was the longest serving New Zealand pilot in the British
services. He was thirty-one years old.
Prior to his flying career Hammond had been a prospector in
the Klondike, a trapper in Alaska and a cowboy in Buffalo
Bill's Circus.

Always fly your airplane until it stops moving
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100 years of
Sydney Airport
flying - April 2011
It was a flight that lasted less than 10 minutes and
reached the not-so-dizzying height of 40 metres, but it
marks an important milestone in Sydney Airport's history.

100th anniversary of the first flight with a barbecue at
Hammond Place.

On April 18, 1911, Captain Joseph Joel Hammond flew
a Bristol box-kite bi-plane over the site that today forms
part of Sydney Airport.

"Capt Hammond was obviously a man with an
adventurous spirit, but I doubt that he could have foreseen how Australia's aviation industry would develop
over the next 100 years," Sydney Airport CEO Russell
Balding said.

Now, 100 years later, staff at the airport are celebrating
the anniversary of that first flight that heralded the start
of modern aviation in Sydney.
Born in New Zealand, Capt Hammond was an early
pioneer of aviation, known to his adoring public as "The
Flying Man" and "The Bird-man".
His flights attracted huge public interest, with
thousands of Sydneysiders buying tickets to witness
the incredible spectacle of a man flying.

A plaque marking Capt Hammond's achievement will
also be unveiled.

This would appear to be true.
"What's the use of long flights," Capt Hammond said in
April 1911, "unless you're competing for a prize?"
Sydney Morning Herald - April 2011

Capt Hammond's bi-plane weighed about 500kg and
his first journey took him just 40 metres high and 10
kilometres in distance.
Back then, the area he flew over was Ascot
Racecourse - today, it forms part of Sydney Airport's
east-west runway.
These days, an A380 taking off at Sydney airport
weighs 560 tonnes, cruises at a height of about 12km
and can travel more than 15,000km.
The first passenger to fly from the site was Capt
Hammond's wife, Ethelwyn.
"I always feel quite comfy when I am in the bi-plane
with my husband," Mrs Hammond was reported as
saying in April 1911.
Today, more than 35 million passengers fly in and out
of Sydney airport every year.
Capt Hammond went on to fly as a test pilot in World
War I when an aircraft he was flying on a war bonds
promotional tour crashed into a tree.

For another article on this entertainment pilot go to
The Wings Over New Zealand Aviation Forum - Joseph
Joel Hammond - Fact or Fiction.
http://rnzaf.proboards.com/thread/15465/joseph-joelhammond-fact-fiction

Vintage toys

He died just seven weeks before the war ended in
1918.
The next year, flying enthusiast WB Love chose the
cow pastures at Mascot as a site to establish an aircraft manufacturing facility and Sydney Airport was
born.
It is one of the oldest continuing airports in the world.
On Monday, Sydney Airport staff will celebrate the

April 2017

Remember do not fly over the pits, clubhouse or vehicles.
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Calendar
Please check this calendar.
This includes the indoor flying dates as well as
public holidays in April and June!

April 2017
Sat 1 April
Servo Chatter on line
Sat 1 April
Test flying and training
Sun 2 April
End of Daylight Saving
Sun 2 April
2 metre glider flying
Fri 7 April
Social Drinks @ Rose & Crown,
Sat 8 April
Test flying and training
Sun 9 April
Tomboy and vintage flying
Fri 14 April
Good Friday - field closed
Sat 15 April Test flying and training
Sun 16 April Radian, cub and scale
Mon 17 April Easter Monday - sport flying
Thurs 20 April Committee Meeting
Sat 22 April Test flying and training
Sun 23 April Combat etc
Tues 25 April Anzac Day flying after 12.30pm
Thurs 27 April Club Night
Sat 29 April Test flying and training
Sat 29 April Servo Chatter May deadline

May 2017
Mon 1 May Servo Chatter on line
Fri 5 May
Social Drinks @ Rose & Crown,
Sat 6 May
Test flying and training
Sun 7 May
2 metre glider flying
Tues 9 May Indoor
Sat 13 May Test flying and training
Sun 14 May Tomboy and vintage flying
Thurs 18 May Committee Meeting
Sat 20 May Test flying and training
Sun 21 May Radian, cub and scale
Thurs 25 May Club Night Sat 27 May Test flying and training
Sun 2* May Sport flying
Mon 30 May Servo Chatter June deadline

Check
www.aeroneers.com/apps/calendar/

June 2017
Thurs1 June Servo Chatter on line
Fri 2 June
Social Drinks @ Rose & Crown,
Sat 3 June
Test flying and training
Sun 4 June
2m glider flying & Sport flying
Mon 5 June Sport flying (Queen’s birthday)
Sat 10 June Test flying and training
Sun 11 June Tomboy, Vintage flying & Sport
Tues 13 June Indoor
Thurs 15 June Committee Meeting
Sat 17 June Test flying and training
Sun 18 June Radian, cub, scale & Sport
Thurs 22 June Club Night Sat 23 June Test flying and training
Sun 24 June Sport flying
Fri 30 June
Servo Chatter July deadline

2 0 1 7 I NDOOR F LYING D ATES

Tuesday 9 May,
Tuesday 13 June,
Tuesday 4 July,

Tuesday 1 Aug,
Tuesday 12 Sep.

The good news is that time flies, In three words I can sum up everything
the bad news is - you are the pilot! I have learned about life - it goes on.
April 2017

Always remember to fly your airplane with your head, not your hands.
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Club
Information and
Committee
Club Address:
P.O. Box 800, Palmerston North.
Club Website: www.aeroneers.com

President:
Greg Findon, 06 356 1571
president@aeroneers.com
Vice President:
Bruce Woodfield, 029 357 8039
vicepresident@aeroneers.com
Treasurer:
Clive Martis, 06 357 8832
treasurer@aeroneers.com

Club Email: aeroeers@aeroneers.com
Club Flying Site:
End of Spur Road West, Colyton.

Secretary and Editor
Linda Lambess, 06 323 4918
021 2106139
secretary@aeroneers.com
editor@aeroneers.com
Club Captain:
Peter Vining, 027 443 2378
Learn_to_fly@aeroneers.com

Committee:
Ivan Huntley, 06 323 4918,
021 2106138
Alvah Brickhill, 021 0522875
Webmaster:
Tama Randell, 027 2920363

Palmerston North Aeroneers

Palmerston North Aeroneers

Club Subscriptions

Tee Shirts and Hats

Senior Membership $140 (this subs include the $75
NZMAA affiliation)
Family Membership $145
Junior (under 18) $40
Associate $40
Associate Flying $65
Subs are per annum.
Please pay Clive Martis or any committee member or
online to Westpac Account 03 1522 0020708 00
Palmerston North Aeroneers.
Don’t forget to
include your name in the details box.
Please email treasurer@aeroneers.com to advise
Clive of your payment.
You need to be a paid member to fly at the
club airfield.
The club needs to pay the Insurance fees to the
NZMAA prior to March 31 to ensure all club members
are covered by the MFNZ public liability insurance.
The views or ideas expressed in this publication are not
necessarily those of the club executive or committee. Every care
is taken to ensure accuracy, but the club will not be responsible
for the content of advertisements or any material contained
therein. The editor reserves the right of publication.

April 2017

Club hats and shirts are
now available.
Hat - $15
Your typical fisherman
“Gilligan” style.
Shirt - $30
They are 100% Dri-zone
polyester, anti-snag and
moisture wicking.
UPF rating 50+.
See a committee member.

Alone We
Can Do
So Little.
Together
We Can Do
So Much.

- Helen Keller

There are two kinds of airplanes. Those you fly and those that fly you.
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