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President’s
Report
Greg Findon
Well as this year comes to an end I look back on some Club nights, some were well attended, other’s not so
of the Club’s activities.
good. The Committee needs your help in telling us
where you would like to visit or who you would like to
The Open Day was a great success, over 1000 people have as a guest speaker. Also as a Club we need to
visited which helped the Club financially so that we review the value of having Club nights during the
could purchase items that would normally come out of winter months.
the Club’s savings.
On the Club administration side there have been
This year the Club formally invited the Ashhurst, changes to the following:
Feilding and Levin Clubs to participate in Indoor FlyDays and hours of flying, these were changed so
ing, by doing this there was an average of 18 flyers at 
that the Club complies with our Resource
each of the five indoor flying nights. Overall very sucConsent.
cessful with all Clubs willing to continue with indoor
flying in 2017.

Health and Safety, a Risk Assessment of the field
highlighted that we were non-compliant with
NZMAA Rules, these have been rectified.


Club Fees, a reducing fee policy was introduced
so that new members joining through the year
were not disadvantaged.

A Memorandum of Understanding was signed between
the Land Owner (John Martin) and the Club. This
memorandum sets out the conditions the Land Owner
gives the Club permission to do and what the Club will
do. A copy of this memorandum is on our Website.
The Club’s 70th Birthday celebration at the field was
another memorable day. Besides a good turnout of
members from our Club there were a number of flyers
from different Club’s in the lower North Island. Our
guest of honour for the day was our Life Member,
Russ Johnson. Russ was the Club’s original Secretary
and is still as an active member of the Club today.
Club Day competitions are still reasonable well
attended, especially the 2m bungee launch glider and
vintage competitions. My thanks to all the Contest
Directors for their time in organising these events.
Club auction this year was again well attended with
our own Club members plus members from other
Clubs. Thanks to all who sold and brought items.
The Christmas dinner and Awarding of Club
Competition Certificates was enjoyable and well
attended.
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The Committee wishes you and your families a Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year. Enjoy your flying.
Regards
Greg Findon President, PN Aeroneers

Club Captain’s Report
I hope you have all had a great Christmas and that
Santa gave you a new model airplane.
It’s 30th December and we had a great day at the field
today. Good to get great summer weather. As soon
as the hay has been removed we should be back to
normal.
Looking forward to 2017.
Peter Vining,
Club Captain.
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From the Editors Desk
Linda Lambess
Phone 323 4918, 021 2106139
Christmas has come and gone, hope everyone
had a enjoyable time, ate too much and were able
to meet up with old friends. New Year is here and
time to make the same old new year resolutions
that we make every year - mind ends up a To Do
List for the first week of January. Then good
intentions have gone out the window.
Anyway, time to wrap up the old year and ring in
the new and a perfect opportunity to thank the
many people who have made this club happen
over 2016.
Voluntary organisations work because members
contribute their own energy without thought of
personal gain. It is easy to see that a flying club
member would gain personal enjoyment from
flying their model and that makes his participation
in the club worthwhile. It is harder to understand
why the same member will pour energy into
cooking barbecues, working on the committee or
mowing and looking after the field. This is what
makes clubs special - the enormous potential
goodwill of members towards the club. I will not
name each person who assists this club, as I
would be sure to offend someone by not
remembering
their
important
contribution.
However you know who you are, we need to
appreciate their efforts.

My 2016
bucket list
completed:
Ice
Wine
a plane with an electric motor, would that solve
the noise issue.” We think we have lost that
potential member.
The question is really why have we lost members
of the last two years. Younger people these days
are often time poor and need the flexibility of
being able to take part in there hobby when time
and weather is available. That could be after work
or on weekends.
There are some events on the calendar, the
Annual General Meeting on the third Thursday in
February. Time to think your club and your
contribution to the club. A committee needs
diversity so that all points of view are around the
meeting table and negotiation takes place.
The other events are the dates for the 2017
indoor club nights - these are also included on the
calendar page of this newsletter.
Hope everyone enjoys the rest of the festive
season, travels safely and the wind stops blowing
on days that you can fly!!

Peter mentioned in the last servo chatter that we
have lost a few members over the last two years
and we need to encourage friends to join and
learn to fly with the club.
While entertaining visitors over Christmas, a
group of guys were out in the “pilots lounge” when
the subject of learning to fly arose. Unfortunately
the person who was interested works on a
Sunday, his weekends are Friday and Saturday.
Great while is training but unfortunately after
learning to flying, his wings would be clipped!
Ivan explained to him about the resource consent
issues and his reply was - “ok, If I flew a glider or
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Awards dinner
2016, what a year, not as many days flying as we all
wanted, with rain being the main reason, an extremely
wet year for the Manawatu.
The main events for the Club this year were generally
very successful, these being:
Open Day – an estimate of over 1000 through the
gate
Indoor Flying due to the support of the Ashhurst,
Feilding and Levin Clubs
Auction night
70th Birthday Celebrations

Grants
This year the Club was successful in receiving a Grant
from Pub Charities for an AED - Automated External
Defibrillator – Thanks to Rod Watt who put the
submission together, we have another project for you
next year.

Monthly Club Nights
I believe the frequency of the Club nights need to be
reviewed, especially over the winter months when
most of us would rather stay indoors, maybe have
them every second month, or nothing between May –
July. New ideas for outings are always welcome.

Club Competitions
2m bungee launch gliders had a very strong following,
with 14 members participating throughout the year,
with 11 flyers on 5 competition days. Thanks to Bruce
Woodfield for being the Contest Director. I must also
thank those non glider pilots for their goodwill in
allowing exclusive use of the strip for 1.5 hrs on
competition day.
Vintage was also popular, thanks to Philip Pearpoint
for being the Contest Director.
2m Radian and Tomboy started strong but lost
direction during the year, something that we need to
improve on next year.

never in the newsroom. - Linda) I think you would all
agree this shows through in the recent servo chatters.
A thanks to all who have also contributed to the servo
chatter, your handy hints make it easy for someone
else, your experience when building makes interesting
reading, so to all members, please continue to send
Linda your hints, photos or build stories.

Communication
The Club has a Website which holds the Club’s
policies and events calendar, this is our main means
of communicating to all Club members. Our Editor now
has direct access to update the Website information
as it comes to hand. Some of the committee also have
email, txt and phone lists, we have made an
endeavour this year to communicate by all of these
means, some have been more successful than others.
If you change any of your personal information please
let us know so that our lists can be updated.

Lawn Mowing Team
Thanks to all who have done their very best in keeping
our field in great condition, it has been a very trying
year keeping moss at bay due to the amount of rain
and cold weather. The mowing team needs another
couple of helpers, if you are able to help please talk to
Ivan or Peter.
To all Club members, some of the changes this year
have it not been easy to accept, but we have got
through it. To the Committee, your input and help has
been great. To the Club’s Vice President, Bruce
Woodfield, your support this year has been truly
outstanding and greatly appreciated. I sincerely thank
you all.
Traditionally, I would now wish you all Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year, but I think it would
be more appropriate this year to wish for fine calm
weather and lots of flying. Either way; be happy and
enjoy yourselves with your family.

Servo Chatter
New Editor, thanks to Linda for volunteering. Linda
has previous commercial experience in the role as an
editor, (I worked for a newspaper for 30+ years but
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Award Winners
Tomboy Competition
Bruce Woodfield,
Flemming Ravn,
Peter Vining

2m Glider Competition
Mike Randell,
Bruce Woodfield,
Bruce McKay

Vintage Competition
Flemming Ravn,
Brian Dickons,
Bruce Woodfield

Letter to the Editor
To the Editor
Palmerston North Aeroneers
On Saturday 12th December I was at the airfield with
Ivan, my trusty instructor. There was little wind that
morning, and I finally managed to fly my plane 4 times.
I did 2 flights, we had a spell until the breeze dropped
to zero again, and finished the morning on a high!!
Ivan, a huge thank you for all your time and help and
suggestions to get me this far in what seems a very
short time.
Jean and I attended the dinner in Feilding, and a big
thank-you for our warm welcome. It was really good to
meet other members, and to see the ladies behind the
men who come out on Sundays.
I am looking forward to more flying in 2017, maybe with
a larger plane that can fly in a bit of wind. This one is a
little small and too light for any slight breeze.
Cheers, Hugh.

Forget Fixed Wing, this is where it's at.....!
This amazing "FlyBoard" has four small turbojet engines (as used in
RC model aircraft) for lift and two smaller ones on the side for
stabilization. The backpack is full of fuel (not flotation). There is a
remote to control the vertical thrust. The control of the craft is
through shifting one’s balance, along with a computer to aid in
stabilization.

The 5 minute video is from an event in Naples, Florida.
Just click on the link below.
The Incredible Flyboard Air
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Thanks Merv for this link - I want one!!
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Understanding
LiPo batteries
This article is an excellent resource if you are new to
LiPo batteries and need a good breakdown on what to
look for, what all the ratings mean, and how to look
after your LiPo's.
Lipo batteries (short for Lithium Polymer) are a type of
rechargeable battery that has taken the electric RC
world by storm. When compared to their old NiCd/
NiHm batteries, there are 3 main points that make them
a better option:





Are light weight and can be made in almost any
shape and size.
Have large capacities, meaning they hold lots of
power in a small package.
Have high discharge rates to power the most
demanding electrics.

Offer a far more steady discharge curve, holding
"peak" voltage for longer.

LiPo RC Battery Ratings
These are the three main numbers you will need when
going battery shopping.





Voltage (or "S")
Capacity (mAh)
Discharge Rate (or "C" )
What do the ratings mean?

Voltage or "S" Rating
Unlike conventional NiCad or NiHm battery cells that
have a voltage of 1.2 volts per cell, LiPo battery cells
are rated at 3.7 volts per cell and 4.2 volts when fully
charged. The benefit here is fewer cells can be used to
make up a
battery pack, and in some cases on
smaller micro sized RC aircrafts, like Blade mCX's,
mSR, or 120 SR, one 3.7 volt cell is all that is needed
to power the model.
Other than the smallest of electric RC models, RC LiPo
battery packs will have at least two or more cells
hooked up in series to provide higher voltages. For
larger RC models, that number can be as high as 6
cells, and even more for larger birds or HV (high
voltage) applications.
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Here is a list of LiPo RC battery pack voltages with cell
counts most beginners will be using;








3.7 volt battery = 1 cell x 3.7 volts (1S)
7.4 volt battery = 2 cells x 3.7 volts (2S)
11.1 volt battery = 3 cells x 3.7 volts (3S)
14.8 volt battery = 4 cells x 3.7 volts (4S)
18.5 volt battery = 5 cells x 3.7 volts (5S)
22.2 volt battery = 6 cells x 3.7 volts (6S)

If you are wondering what the number in parenthesis
means, it is a way the battery manufacturers indicate
how many cells hooked in series "S" the battery pack
contains.
Battery packs can also be wired in parallel to increase
the capacity. This is indicated by a number followed by
a "P". Example: 3S2P would indicate 2 x three celled
series packs hooked up in parallel to double the
capacity.

Capacity or "mAh" Rating
Capacity indicates how much power the battery pack
can hold, and how long it will take to be flat based on
the load you put on it. Capacity is measured in
milliamps hours (mAh). On larger capacity batteries
(such as 12v car lead acid batteries) this rating is
measured as amps hours (ah).
As an example, an RC LiPo battery that is rated at
1000 mAh would be completely discharged in one hour
with a 1000 milliamp load placed on it. If this same
battery had a 500 milliamp load placed on it, it would
take 2 hours to drain down. If the load was increased to
around 15,000 milliamps (15 amps), a very common
current drain in a 400 sized RC helicopter while
hovering, the time to drain the battery would be only
about 4 minutes.
As you can see, for an RC model with that kind of
current draw, it would be very advantageous to use a
larger capacity battery pack, such as a 2000 mAh pack
or even higher. This larger pack used with a 15 amp
draw would double the time the pack would take to
discharge. This calculation is a fine balance, as the
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Safety Alert
bigger the capacity (and running time), the bigger the
battery and its total weight. There is always going to be
a weight threshold. A really high capacity battery is
great, but not if your model is unable to carry it!
Understanding the weight that your model can handle
is also a crucial factor in how big a battery you can
use.
Overall, the main thing to get out of this if you want
more running time, increase the capacity of your
battery pack. Unlike voltage, capacity can be changed
around to give you more or less running time.

Discharge Rate or "C" Rating
This is probably the single most over rated and misunderstood of all battery ratings. Discharge rate is
simply how fast a battery can be discharged safely.
The faster the ions can flow from anode to cathode in a
battery will indicate the discharge rate. In the RC LiPo
battery world, it is called the "C" rating.

enthusiasts, it makes more sense to stretch your RC
battery budget by purchasing lower "C" rated packs,
allowing you to get a few extras.
Spending $150 on a 60c 5000 mah LiPo may be a little
over the top if all you are using it for is running a stock
motor or bashing around the back yard. Understanding
these ratings will ensure you get the best LiPo battery
for your needs and ultimately save you money (and
possible headaches!).
Lastly, touch test or take a temperature reading of your
packs after running them. Sometimes just because a
pack says it is rated at 20C, doesn't necessary mean it
is in real world applications, since nothing runs at
100% efficiency. On top of that, as packs age the
internal resistance gets higher, making them run
warmer. The general rule is if you can't comfortably
hold a LiPo pack tightly in your hand after using it, it's
too hot and is not "powerful" enough (incorrect "c"
rating) for your application.

A battery with a discharge rating of 20C would
discharge it at a rate 20 times more than the capacity
of the pack, a 30C pack = 30 times more, a 40C pack
= 40 times more, and so on. In our experience, it never
pays to push a battery at its maximum C
rating. Manufacturers always specify very high C
ratings and it always pay to have as much head room
as possible. If you were to purchase a 20c rated
1200mah battery and put a 20c load on it for the
duration of the use (20x120mah is 24,000mah or
24amps) you can guarantee that this battery would be
very hot at the end, and over time would deteriorate.
Therefore it makes sense to buy a 30c or a 40c
1200mah battery and operate it with a little breathing
room.
As the "C" rating gets higher, usually the cost of the
battery does too. This is where you could save some
money, depending on the application you are using the
battery for. Understanding all the ratings on a LiPo
battery will ensure you make the right choice. When
there is no way you could possibly pull the full amount
of power from the battery, it's unnecessary to get a
pack with a high discharge rate that is too high
(although it won't hurt either). The most important
aspect to remember is that if you get a pack with a
discharge "C" rating that is too low, it will damage your
battery and possibly you're ESC (electronic speed
control).
So how do you know what "C" rating to get when
purchasing your LiPo RC Battery Pack? The easy
answer most will give is to get the largest C rating you
can. This advice is fine if money is no object, but for
most folks, especially beginners and intermediate RC
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Internal Resistance
Internal resistance is one of the best ways to monitor
your RC LiPo batteries condition. As the battery gets
older the internal resistance increases. Most decent
higher discharge rated LiPo cells will have roughly 2 to
6 milliohms (0.002 to 0.006 ohms) of internal
resistance when brand new. To calculate the total
internal resistance of a series wired pack, you would
then add these numbers together. So, a 4S pack with
each cell having 4 milliohms of resistance, will show a
total internal resistance of about 16 milliohms (0.016
ohms).
As mentioned, as battery packs age, the internal
resistance goes up and the warmer they run. Lower
discharge rated packs will generally have higher

www.aeroneers.com
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Safety Alert
internal resistance readings. It is not unusual to
measure internal resistance numbers in the region of
200 milliohms on tiny 10C park flyer LiPo packs when
they are brand new for example.
How do you measure internal resistance? This is
where good computerised chargers, like the iCharger
come into play. With the iCharger you can measure the
internal resistance of each cell, as well as the overall
battery pack.

charger. If your charger does not offer this feature or
gives an incorrect cell count, it is time to upgrade!
Most good RC LiPo battery chargers will use the constant current / constant voltage charging method (cc/
cv). What this means is that a constant current is
applied to the battery during the first part of the charge
cycle. As the battery voltage closes in on the 100%
charge voltage, the charger will automatically start
reducing the charge current and then apply a constant
voltage. The charger will stop charging when the 100%
charge voltage of the battery pack equalizes with the
chargers constant voltage setting (4.2 volts per cell). At
this time, the charge cycle is completed. Going past
that, even to 4.21 volts, will shorten battery life.

RC LiPo Battery Charging Current
Selecting the correct charge current is also critical
when charging RC LiPo battery packs. The golden rule
here has traditionally been to "never charge a LiPo or
Li-Ion pack greater than 1 times its capacity (1C)".
For example, a 2000 mAh pack would be charged at a
maximum charge current of 2000 mAh or 2.0 amps.

Charging RC LiPo Batteries
LiPo's and Li-Ion batteries obviously have different
characteristics from conventional rechargeable battery
types. Therefore, charging them correctly, with a
charger specifically designed for LiPo batteries, is
critical to both the lifespan of the LiPo battery pack and
your safety.

Maximum Charge Voltage and Current
A 3.7 volt RC LiPo battery cell is 100% charged when it
reaches 4.2 volts. Charging it past that will destroy the
battery cell and possibly cause it to catch fire. This is
very important to note and keep in mind at all times. A
computerised charger will stop the charge process
when the battery reaches 4.2 per cell. A balanced
computerised charger will do this for each individual
cell.
It is critical that you use a charger specified for LiPo
batteries. If you are using a computerised charger, it is
also critical to select the correct voltage or cell count
when charging your RC LiPo batteries. If you have a 2
cell (2S) pack, you must select 7.4 volts or 2 cells on
your charger. If you've selected 11.1V (a 3S pack) by
mistake and tried to charge your 2S pack, the pack will
be destroyed and most likely catch fire. Any decent
computerised charger worth its weight should instantly
determine the number of cells, charge voltage, and
cutoff voltage as soon as the pack is connected to the
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But times have changed and most battery
manufacturers specify their own charging "C" current.
Most LiPo experts feel that you can safely charge at
2c, or even as high as 5c. Our Gens ACE batteries
have a manufacturer specified charge rating of 5c. But
if you are unsure, never charge a battery higher than
1c.
Once again, the three main things that shorten LiPo
battery life are:




Heat
Over Discharging

Inadequate Balancing
LiPo Battery Balancing
As mentioned, each cell in a LiPo battery pack is 4.2
volts when charged (3.7 volts normally). Balancing is
required on any LiPo battery pack that has more than
one cell as the charger is unable to identify one cell
from another in order to recognise that one may be
overcharged, even though the total voltage of the pack
indicates otherwise. For example, let's look at a 3 cell
LiPo battery pack (three LiPo cells hooked in series or
3S).
This would be an 11.1 volt battery pack (3.7 volts per
cell x 3 = 11.1 volts). The 100% charge voltage of this
LiPo pack = 12.6 volts (4.2 volts x 3 = 12.6 volts). Our
trusty charger, set up for an 11.1 volt RC LiPo battery
pack, will then stop charging at 12.6 volts… simple,
right?

www.facebook.com/PalmerstonNorthAeroneers
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Safety Alert
Well, what would happen if one of those three cells is
charging a bit faster than the other two? There could
be two cells at only 4.1 volts and the one that is
charging at bit faster could be being overcharged up to
4.4 volts, before the charger stops charging at 12.6
volts. That would ultimately cause damage to that one
cell and perhaps even catch on fire. This is an extreme
example, and that kind of voltage difference between
cells is unlikely with a healthy pack, but even a 0.1
(100 mV) voltage difference between cells can cause
issues and damage over time.
On the other end of the spectrum, if there is one cell in
the pack that is not reaching full charge when the pack
is charged and then gets discharged below 3.0 volts
(even though the 3 cell battery pack is indicating a
voltage of 9 volts or higher), this can cause you
problems too.
Balancing ensures all cells are always within about
0.01-0.03 volts per cell. This means that over charging
or discharging of one or more cells won't ruin your
battery pack, or worse become a safety issue from
overcharging a cell.
This can be done either by having a cell balancer
working alongside your charger or by using a
computerised charger with built in balance function.
How this works is the charger (or balancer) will check
each cell in a LiPo battery pack as it is charging/
discharging and adjust the voltage so that they charge/
discharge equally, ending with the same voltage.
I.e. each cell in a 3 cell pack would be 4.2 volts,
totalling 12.6 volts. Instead of one cell charging to 4.15,
another 4.2 and the third 4.25, still totalling 12.6 volts.
As far as the (conventional non balance) charger is
concerned it has reached the cutoff voltage of 12.6
volts and it is done. But what you don't know is that it is
damaging your packs every time it is charging and
discharging!

Safety
There are plenty of warnings regarding safety
measures for charging LiPo batteries. As mentioned,
LiPo batteries are made from volatile materials and if
not looked after and charged / discharged at correct
"C" rating, as well as charge voltage, they can heat up
and
in
some
cases,
explode.
Heat and LiPo's are usually a bad combination,
sometimes extremely bad, resulting in explosions or
fire. There are plenty of videos on YouTube with LiPo
packs exploding and releasing toxic gases. You should
always look after your packs. Charge them in suitable
conditions and never over charge, over discharge or
allow them to heat up. Using a good computerised
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charger with a temperature probe and temperature
cutoff settings, is a good way to monitor your battery
packs temperature.







Charge multi celled LiPo's (7.4 volt or higher) in fire
resistant bags.
Leave a LiPo battery pack for at least 15 minutes
after use, to let it cool down before charging it. This
prolongs the life of the LiPo and prevents possible
overheating and damage.
Never leave the house or leave a LiPo unattended
when charging.
Install an inexpensive smoke detector in the area
you charge your batteries.

The other thing that will heat a pack up quickly is if you
push it right down to 3.0 volts per cell under load. Even
if you have a 40C pack and can only draw half that
amount, if you push it hard, right down to 3 volts per
cell, it will become very hot and shorten its life
substantially.
Another good rule to follow is the "80% rule". This
simply means that to be safe, you should never
discharge a LiPo pack below 80% of its capacity. For
example, if you have a 2000 mAh LiPo pack, you
should never draw more than 1600 mAh out of the
pack (80% x 2000). This is assuming it's a healthy
pack and has the full 2000 mAh capacity (as packs
age, their capacity drops). This again is where
computerised chargers pay for themselves many times
over. You can see how much capacity the battery
takes, allowing you to adjust your running times
accordingly and to stay within that 80% rule to get the
most life out of your pack.

RC LiPo Battery Storage
Now that we have covered how a LiPo battery works,
the safety concerns, what to look for when purchasing,
how to charge and balance and why it's important, it's
time to cover another area that many people seem to
miss. Storage!
The way a LiPo battery pack is stored between uses
will greatly affect its life span. As mentioned, a LiPo cell
that drops below 3 volts under load is almost always
and irreversibly damaged (reduced capacity or total
inability to accept a charge). 3 volts under load
generally equates to about 3.5 volts open circuit resting
voltage. If your batteries are stored for any period of
time after you use them, at close to that magic 3.5 volt
per cell number, you run that risk of damage.
As batteries sit, they will naturally self discharge. LiPo's
are actually very good in this respect and self
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Safety Alert
discharge much slower than most other rechargeable
battery types, but they still loose voltage as they sit. If
you leave them for a number of weeks or months at
close to 3.5 volts per cell, chances are they will drop
below the 3 volt threshold and could be damaged.
You must store them charged, but not fully charged
either. Basically, the speed at which a LiPo pack ages
(during storage) is based on both storage temperature
and state of charge.

at room temperature and at about 40-60% charged.
That equates to around 3.85 volts per cell (open
terminal resting voltage). A good computerised charger
will have a setting where you can charge your pack for
storage, specifying the % of the battery capacity you
would like to charge it to.

Next month:
LiPo and Li-Ion Battery Safety Guide

For optimum battery life, store your RC LiPo batteries

Ivan’s Mustang hits the deck!
It’s rebuild is progressing nicely.

“I learned so much from my mistakes,
I’m thinking of making a few more!”

A couple was invited to a swanky costume party.
Unfortunately, the wife came down with a terrible
headache and told her husband to go to the party
alone. She was going to take some aspirin and go to
bed. There was no need for his good time to be
spoiled. So he took his costume and away he went.
The wife, after sleeping soundly for about an hour,
awakened without pain and, as it was still early
enough, decided to go to the party.
Since her husband did not know what her costume
was, she thought she would have some fun by
watching her husband to see how he acted when she
was not with him. She joined the party and soon
spotted her husband cavorting around the dance floor,
dancing with every woman he could. His wife sidled up
to him and, being a rather seductive lady herself, he left
his current partner high and dry and devoted his time to
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the new lady who had just arrived. She let him go as far
as he wished... Naturally, since he was her husband.
Finally, he whispered a little proposition in her ear and
she agreed. So off they went to one of the cars and
made love. Just before unmasking at midnight, she
slipped away, went home, put the costume away, and
got into bed, wondering what kind of explanation he
would make for his behaviour. She was sitting up
reading when he came in, and she asked what kind of
a time he had. He said: "Oh, the same old thing. You
know I never have a good time when you're not there."
"Did you dance much?"
"You know, I never even danced one dance. When I
got there, I met Pete, Bill, and some other guys, so we
went into the den and played poker all evening. But
you're not going to believe what happened to the chap
who I loaned my costume to..."
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The Blimp
The Atlanta Hawks NBA Game,
Philips Arena, Atlanta
In front of and over the top of 20,000 people
When we arrived at son’s home in the northern suburbs
of Atlanta, we discovered that his neighbour, John, had
built and flew the blimp at many events around the
area, dropping can holders, tee shirts and other
promotional material.
Ivan had to be security checked and issued passes to
be allowed in the players and officials door of the
stadium and assist with the inflation and then fly the
blimp prior to the match and at half time.

correctly pre-flight
Balanced is when the blimp is ‘gently’ heavy, meaning it
will slowly fall to the ground if radio signal is lost.
Fly Time: can be up to one hour in perfect conditions,
usually each flight lasts 4 to 9 minutes.

Blimp Specs
Dry weight: 45lbs (20.42kg) approx.
Length: 25ft (7.62 metres)
Width: 12ft (3.66 metres) approx.
Height: 12ft (3.66 metres( approx.
Radio Equipment
Spektrum 6ch: DX6i
2 ElctriFly ESCs (40 size)
There is one ESC for each motor of the Gondola
(the main motors which give lift)
1 Duratrax Reversible 1/10 scale car ESC (I forget the
model number).
Props: 2 Master Airscrew 11x6 and two (formed back-2
-back for equal thrust) APC 11x6 props for the rudder
Dropping Mechanism: 1 JR standard servo with the
‘stopper tab’ dremeled/grinded off.
Each flight requires a total of 6 x 7.2volt 5000Mah NiMH
Battery Packs
Radio Layout/Flight Controls:
Mode 2
Throttle is Throttle, Rudder is Rudder
Elevator is Elevator (rotates main fans forward and/
or backwards to point fans in the direction of lift
needed)
Ailerons are used as the ‘drop stick’ for releasing
our ‘goodies’ from the blimp
Left Aileron: gathers the goodies
Right Aileron: drops the goodies
General Specs and/or additional information:
Blimp is filled with ALL Helium, no air mix added.
Ballast used is mainly all ‘lead strips’ each weighing approx. a few ounces a piece. It usually takes about 4 to 5
lbs (1.81 - 2.27kg) of weight to get the blimp balanced
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The Blimp

“Now that is what I call
indoor flying” Ivan
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7. Look at the bottoms of your thumbs, what do you
see?
(I) Thumb print.
(2) Small dents from transmitter sticks.
(3) Deep dents from transmitter sticks.
(4) Transmitter sticks.

ARE YOU ADDICTED?
By John A. Novotny
PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS,
AND ADD UP YOUR SCORE

8. When I argue with my wife about going to the field, I
1. The FIRST thing I do when I wake up on Saturday is: usually:
(1) Give in.
(1) Point - Fool around with my wife.
(2) Threaten divorce.
(2) Points - Let the dog out.
(3) Lock her and the kids in the basement and go
(3) Points - Check the wind conditions.
anyway.
(4) Points - Run to the work room and see if the
(4) We don't argue any more.
paint is dry yet.
9. Look at the bottoms of your feet, what do you see?
(1) Clean feet.
(2) Dirty feet.
(3) Balsa scraps.
(4) MonoKote, epoxy, wire, hinges, & #4-40 lock
washers.

2. My bathroom contains the following:
(1) No reading material.
(2) National Geographic.
(3) One or two R/C Magazines.
(4) My entire collection of 18,347 R/C Magazines.
3. A TYPICAL CONVERSATION with my wife is about:
(1) The kids.
(2) The bills.
(3) R/C.
(4) We don't talk anymore.
4. I stop at the local hobby shop on my way home from
work.
(I) Never
(2) Sometimes
(3) Always

10. The walls of our living room are covered with:
(1) Paint.
(2) Wallpaper.
(3) MonoKote.
(4) Blueprints of new R/C planes that I want to
build.

II. How much do you spend on R/C in a month?
(I) $1 - $10.
(2) $10 - $50.
(3) The entire rent.
finished and unfinished models (4) i cashed-in my life insurance policy.
(5) i haven't added it up lately.

5. I have __________
in my work room.
(1) 1-2
(2) 3-5
(3) 6-10
(4) I haven't counted lately

NOW ADD UP YOUR SCORE:

6. My favourite aftershave lotion is:
(I) Brut.
(2) Midnight Romance.
(3) Old Spice.
(4) A secret blend of castor oil and thinner.

Points
10-20 Good Husband and Father.
21-30 Mildly bitten by the bug.
31-36 See your family doctor.
37+ There is no known remedy for your disease.
Thanks Greg, I don’t think a trip to the family doctor will
help - it needs a long chat with the weather man! - Linda

Happy Birthday and Many Happy Returns to club
members and their families celebrating a birthday
this month.
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Flying Events

Flying
events
69th Model Flying New Zealand
Nationals,
3 - 7 January 2017
Waiharoa
Good luck to all those club members
attending!
Warbirds over Awatoto (Models)
4 - 5 February 2017
10 am - 4pm
Web registration www.mfhb.org.nz
See poster on this page
Highbrook Model Airpark Auckland
Model Airshow
18 - 19 February 2017
Open day and fun fly
Flyers to be NFNZ members with a
wings badge
Kapiti Aeromodellers Club
Annual Rally
11 - 12 March
QE Park, Paraparaumu
See poster on this page

Wings over Wairarapa
17 - 19 February 2017
Hood Aerodrome, Masterton
Check out their website
www.wings.org.nz/
RNZAF Air Tattoo
25 - 26 February 2017
Ohakea
Information in the December newsletter or check out their website
http://airforce.mil.nz/about-us/2017air-tattoo.htm
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Calendar
Mark your calendar with these
summer time events

January 2017
Sun 1 Jan
Sport Flying
Servo Chatter on line
Tues 3 Jan
Field will be open
Fri 6 Jan
Social Drinks @ Rose & Crown
Olde English Pub
Sun 8 Jan
Sports Flying
Sun 15 Jan
Sports Flying
Thurs 19 Jan Committee Meeting (Ivan’s)
Sun 22 Jan
Sports Flying
Thurs 26 Jan BYO BBQ at field
Tues 31 Jan Servo Chatter February
deadline

February 2017
Wed 1 Feb
Fri 3 Feb

Servo Chatter on line
Social Drinks @ Rose & Crown
Olde English Pub
Sun 5 Feb
2 Metre Gliders
Sun 12 Feb Tomboy and Vintage
Thurs 16 Feb Committee Meeting
Sun 19 Feb Radian, Cub and Scale
Thurs 23 Feb Annual General Meeting
Sun 26 Feb
Combat etc
Tues 28 Feb Servo Chatter March
deadline

Check www.aeroneers.com/apps/calendar/

March 2017
Wed 1 March Servo Chatter on line
Fri 3 March
Social Drinks @ Rose & Crown,
Olde English Pub
Sun 5 March 2 metre glider flying
Sun 12 March Tomboy and vintage flying
Thurs 16 March Committee Meeting
Sun 19 March Radian, cub and scale
Thurs 23 March Club Night - New Members
Night
Sun 26 March Club Open Day
Tues 28 March Servo Chatter April deadline

January 2017
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Tuesday 9 May,
Tuesday 13 June,
Tuesday 4 July,
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Tuesday 1 Aug,
Tuesday 12 Sep.
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Club Address: P.O. Box 800,
Palmerston North, New Zealand
Club Website:
www.aeroneers.com
Club Email:
aeroneers@aeroneers.com

Palmerston North Aeroneers

Club Subscriptions

President:
Greg Findon

You need to be a paid member to fly at the club
airfield.

phone 06 356 1571

president@aeroneers.com

Family Membership $140
Senior Membership $135
Junior (under 18) $40
Associate $40
Associate Flying $80
Subs are per annum.

Vice President:
Bruce Woodfield
029 357 8039

vicepresident@aeroneers.com
Treasurer:
Nigel Langford

Please pay Nigel Langford or any committee member
or online to Westpac Account 03 1522 0020708 00
Palmerston Nth Aeroneers.
Don’t forget to include
your name in the particulars box.

06 353 0590

treasurer@aeroneers.com
Secretary:
Necia Parker

Please email treasurer@aeroneers.com and advise
Nigel of your payment.

06 354 5972

secretary@aeroneers.com

The club needs to pay the Insurance fees to the
NZMAA prior to July 1 to ensure all club members are
covered by the MFNZ public liability insurance.

Club Captain:
Peter Vining
027 443 2378

Learn_to_fly@aeroneers.com
Palmerston North Aeroneers

Webmaster:
Tama Randell

Tee Shirts and Hats

027 2920363

Editor:
Linda Lambess

Club hats and shirts are
now available.

021 2106139

editor@aeroneers.com

Hat - $15

Members:
Bruce Fryer

Your typical fisherman
“Gilligan” style.

022 1324756

Ivan Huntley

Shirt - $30

021 2106138
The views or ideas expressed in this publication are ot
necessarily those of the club executive or committee.
Every care is taken to ensure accuracy, but the club will
not be responsible for the content of advertisements or
any material contained therein. The editor reserves the
right of publication.
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They are 100% Dri-zone
polyester, anti-snag and
moisture wicking, UPF
rating 50+.
See a committee
member.
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