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President’s
Report
Greg Findon
I hope you all have had a good Christmas and New
Year.
There is not a lot to report from the flying field as I
think there has only been a few days of flying since
the end of December. Hopefully beginning now the
wind will ease and the rain stay away so that we can
fly.
The Club has submitted a Grant Application to Infinity
Foundation for a new mower, I will advise outcome
when known.
The Committee has agreed that the Club approach
the residents of Spur Rd to obtain their consent for
two week days flying, from 9.00am – 1.00pm. If we
get consent The Club will submit a formal request to
the Manawatu District Council.

I have not been advised there are any motions for
consideration, if any Club member wishes a motion to
be discussed at the AGM, please advise the
Secretary in writing 14 days before the AGM.
23 March is Club night, an open invitation to the
public with the aim of recruiting new members to the
Club, more details to follow.
26 March is the Club’s Open Day.
The Club needs both of the above events to be
successful for membership and finance.
Club Day competitions will commence 5 February
with 2m bungee launch Gliders.

Some reminders for all:
The Tender closes 31 Jan, tenders opened 1 Feb,
successful bidders advised by 3 Feb. Depending on
what items remains following the Tender, the Club will
discuss with the owner his wishes. The items may be
held by the Club for our Auction in August.
The Club’s Annual General Meeting is on 23
February at 7.30pm, Senior Citizens Hall, Palmerston
North.
The agenda for the AGM is as follows:
Minutes from last Annual General Meeting
Presidents Report
Treasurers Report and presentation of Financials
Adoption of Annual Reports and Financials
Vote of thanks to outgoing Committee
Determination of Annual Membership Fees
Election of Committee
Motions to be considered
General business
So far I have been advised that Necia (Secretary) and
Bruce Fryer are standing down from the Committee
this year. All positions on the Committee are open for
re-election. The Club needs new members with fresh
ideas on the Committee.
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Hi All Club Members,
In the past Saturdays have been set aside for Training
and Test Flying. However with the limited days flying
last year and so far this year (due to weather), also
listening to members suggestions, the Club has had a
discussion with the Land Owner regarding Saturday
flying. The following has been agreed: - that for the
next two months, February and March; that the field
be open to Club members for general flying between
the hours of 9am – 1.00pm. Please respect the time
frame, regardless of what our Resource Consent
allows, the Club must compile with the hours and days
agreed between the Club and Land Owner.
Our Resource Consent allows the Club to fly on 15
Saturdays per year, the Club needs to keep a record
of these days. So if you do fly on a Saturday, please
fill in the log book in the Club house.
Regards and Good Flying
Greg Findon
President, PN Aeroneers.
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From the Editors Desk
Linda Lambess
Phone 323 4918, 021 2106139
It is hard to imagine that it is a month since we were
signing of to 2016 and welcoming 2017 - one would
normally say - it has flown by but this year I think it has
been blown away.

made up of people who volunteer or a railroaded into
taking on a position within a club. Not necessarily
chosen for their skills and often lacking the good team
player attitude.

Newsletter:

As Greg mentioned the club needs fresh ideas on the
committee - this is your opportunity to make
change. You may have been a club member for many
years and seen many changes, some worked and
others didn’t. Those things that didn’t work, 5 years
ago, may work now, they are worth a think tank.
There is no room for the complacent sports club
continuing to do things the same old way, while
technology changes, alternative clubs are formed,
membership declines and the clubs demise grows
nearer and nearer.

Since I started the newsletter, 6 months ago, I have
received a lot of positive feedback on the newsletter
which I appreciate. I don’t believe in just throwing stuff
on a page, it needs to look interesting and include
photographs. However, I have received feedback that
there may be too much content and it isn’t always read
in its entirety. I understand this completely, sitting in
front of a screen to read 16 pages is hard and finding
time to go back to a website to continue the read is
often on that - I shall do that later list. We all have
those.
Please remember that you can download it from the
website or print off particular pages of interest. If anyone wants it emailed to them direct - flick me an email
and I am happy to do this or even individual pages if
required. I shall repeat the plea of all newsletter
editors - please send me in stuff. A photo of your
build, or rebuild, a link to an interesting website, a photo you have taken out flying. There is no excuse really,
most people carry a phone with a camera these days.
I have a pile of articles that can be used however, I
need to know what is happening in the club and its
members.

“Groupthinks” when members discuss and reinforce
each others positive or negative views, convincing
each other that their view is the right one are very
difficult to combat and requires positive action. Everyone has their own individual skills and networks. Think
about how your skills can help your club. You joined a
club to enjoy the company of like minded people, to fly
your models with others who understood the joys and
frustrations of flying.
Looking forward to meeting a lot of club members on
February 23. Consider contributing your expertise to
the committee. Linda

Annual General Meeting:
This is just a few weeks away and as a club is made
up of individuals, all members are responsible for the
activities in the club.
I have been involved with a lot of committees, and
unfortunately in this day and age a committee is often
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Slope soaring
Reports and photos via Facebook

January 14th
Another great day slope soaring yesterday. Starting to
become a regular event, may as well make the most
of this Manawatu wind that just doesn't seem to be
going away. :-[ Thanks for joining us Paul, Dave,
Allan, Len, Alvah, Geoff, Simon and Scott. I know it
got a bit windy towards the end but after being up
there for 4.5 hours it was probably time to start
thinking of going home....and how long it might be until
we're doing it again. :-) Until next time gentleman.
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January 28th. What do you do when the field is not
open and the wind is blowing the wrong way for your
usual slope soaring sites? You go to the other side of
the ranges and do a little reconnaissance. We went to
the top of the track and turned South onto South
Range Road. A coupe of K's along we stopped and
decided to try out an area by the old radio mast. This
site was testing but we stayed there for a couple of
hours and walked away with all our planes intact.
After that we decided to go north a little to Balance
and climb the hill towards the wind farm. With the roar
of motorbikes in the distance from the Woodville MX
Grand Prix we had the best flying of the day just off
the side of the road. At times there was very lite winds
and we were only just maintaining height but other
times we were thermaling that much that we were still
climbing with heaps of down trim dialed in. GREAT
DAY. So with now having soaring sites on both sides
of the ranges we should be able to go flying even on
those days that the field is not available. 8 at
5:20pm ·
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Photographing
aircraft

Other flying

Airshows are great places for photographs, even
photographs of photographers can be amazing as
some go to great lengths for the perfect shot.

Found Steve at
Colyton enjoying a
sunny calm
afternoon.

At both the Masterton and the Ohakea events there will
be many chances of some great photographs although
the crowd at these events will hinder your chance if you
prefer not to have people between you and your
subject. Early morning may be a better time, not only
for this reason, but for the lighting. The early morning
and evening sunlight can make your shot much more
dramatic.
Although the crowd at an airshow may be a
photographers nightmare, pilots and those genuinely
interested in the aircraft can give the photo a human
touch.
The photos you take are not necessarily reflective on
the camera you are using, there are some great shots
on compact cameras. One big no no, in my opinion, is
using the fastest shutter speed on your camera to stop
the propeller. Moving parts such as props and rotors
should be slightly blurred - the pilots prefer these parts
to be moving when the aircraft is in the air and should
be photographed accordingly.
A slow shutter speed and panning with your camera
can show movement while having the plane in focus.
This takes some practice.
If you shoot in a high resolution you can then crop
some sky away for a really good shot. This is much
simpler than trying to get a perfect shot with the plane
filling the lens.
Remember the angles and the lighting. Look out for
shadows falling on an important aspect of the plane
when a foot or two in either direction changes that
image entirely.

Jim and Ivan enjoy a chat at the
club night barbecue. A pleasant
evening enjoyed by the three who
attended.

Feilding Model Flying Circle
catapult glider guys had a fun evening
at Manfeild with several flights over
one minute, and an added bonus of
mushrooms.

February 2017

www.facebook.com/PalmerstonNorthAeroneers

Page 5

LiPo and Li-Ion
Battery Safety Guide
Part two of understanding LiP0 Batteries
With today's modern battery chemistries, such as
Lithium based cells, safety should be the number one
priority. This article covers the do's and don'ts of
looking after LiPo's, charging LiPo's, and general
everyday use.
Modern Lithium based batteries such as Lithium
Polymer (LiPo), Lithium Ion (Li-Ion) and more recently
Lithium Iron Phosphate (LiFePO4) batteries are a great
new way of storing energy for portable
devices from cell phones, home electronics
to RC hobby battery packs used in cars,
boats and flight.
These modern rechargeable battery types
can store up to 350% (approximately) more
energy than a typical NiCD/NiMH battery
pack and weigh 10% - 30% less. They can
also discharge much more current than a
NiCD/NiMH battery and be fully charged in about an
hour (based on manufacturer specifications). Lithium
based rechargeable batteries also don't develop
memory or voltage depression characteristics like
NiCD/NiMH batteries, and do not need to be
discharged before being charged.
But they're not without their downside. Mishandling of
these batteries can lead to fire, explosions and toxic
smoke inhalation. In the rest of this guide we will cover
safety guidelines of charging and handling modern
lithium based battery packs. Some may seem pretty
obvious, but it is often the obvious things that are the
most dangerous when ignored.
Another good resource is our Introduction to LiPo
Batteries. (this appeared in the January issue of Servo
Chatter) This page is a very good resource on LiPo
battery ratings and terms and if you are new to LiPo
technology we recommend you read this as well.

always used.



Double check that the settings for the lithium
charger are correct for the pack being charged.
This includes the cell count, as well as the current
settings.



In general, most lithium batteries should be charged
to no more than 4.2 volts per cell or depleted to less
than 3.0 volts per cell.



Ensure that charging
leads
are
connected
correctly. Reverse charging
can lead to cell damage or
a fire or explosion.

 Always charge Lithium
based rechargeable batteries on surfaces that won’t
catch on fire such as cement, steel, ceramic or
stone. Wooden tables and carpeted floors are not
recommended charging surfaces.


Do not charge batteries near flammable products or
liquids.



Never charge a LiPo / Li-Ion / LiFePO4 battery
while inside your model or other electronic device. If
it catches fire it can lead to total destruction of the
item it is being charged in.



LiPo / LiFePO4 / Li-Ion batteries should be charged
within a temperature range of 0C to 50C. Batteries
charged outside this temperature range may
experience leakage, heat generation or cell
damage.



Never leave a charging lithium battery pack
unattended.



Do not charge inside an automobile, especially
while driving.



Do not store batteries inside an automobile.

Charging


Always use a charger made to charge the specific
lithium based rechargeable battery. Either LiPo,
Li-Ion or LiFePo4. There are subtle differences between all the various Lithium battery types and it is
important that the right charger to suit the battery is
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LiPo and Li-Ion Battery Safety Guide


If unsure of the charge rating, never charge a lithium battery or battery pack at a rate over 1C (1 x
the battery packs rated capacity).



Never charge a LiFePO4, LiPo or Li-Ion battery
that has ballooned or swelled due to over / under
charging or from a crash.



Do not immerse the battery in
water or allow the battery to get
wet.



Never charge a lithium battery pack that has been
punctured or damaged in a crash.



Do not dispose of in fire or heat.



Never, under any circumstances let the positive
and negative battery leads touch each other. It can
lead to cell ballooning, cell damage or instant fire or
an explosion.



When mailing or shipping batteries, always ship
them at a 30% charged state for safety reasons.



When storing batteries for extended periods, store
at a half charged state.



To dispose of a battery, discharge it fully then place
it in a bucket of salt water for one week. To dispose
of, follow your municipal battery disposal
guidelines.







Have a fire extinguisher
near the charging area
or a large bucket of dry
sand. Do not try to
distinguish with water.

partially charged. They will maintain their
performance levels over time and there’s no need
to cycle them unless stored for periods longer than
3-6 months.

Finally, always follow the manufacturer’s safety
instructions and charging guidelines for lithium battery
packs. These are there for not only the longevity of the
battery pack, but also your safety.

If you notice your
Lithium
rechargeable
battery pack is swelling,
stop
the
charging
process
immediately,
put the battery in a safe
container and observe it
for 15 minutes.

Magnetic Screwdriver

Always charge your LiPo, Li-Ion and LiFePO4
battery packs in a LiPo charging safe bag.

Li-Ion / LiPo / LiFePO4 Battery Handling
& Storage


Keep battery packs WELL out of reach of children.



Do not put battery packs in pockets or bags where
they can short circuit.



Do not store or transport batteries where they can
come into contact with sharp or metallic objects.



Do not store your batteries in
temperatures below 0C or above 50C.



Always store your batteries in a safe and non
flammable container away from flammable objects.
A LiPo Sack or metal / ceramic storage container is
best.



Always store your Lithium rechargeable batteries
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extreme

The best way to reach into model airplanes and
install servo screws is with a magnetic screwdriver.
Of course, you can also make your own simply by
placing an inexpensive button magnet on the side of
your screwdriver. This way, the screw stays on the
tip and you can guide it into the servo grommet and
attachment hole. The magnets are also handy for
gathering screws on the workbench so they don’t roll
around and get lost.

www.aeroneers.com
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Banish the
Back Ache
The pictures are self explanatory and would solve the problem of kneeling or bending down to set up,
change batteries etc.
I can see with simple brackets etc additional work surfaces or trays could be attached.

A portable stand made
from a step stool

These could easily be made out of plumbing
supplies and pool noodle.

A butlers tray stand!

Happy Birthday and Many Happy Returns to club
members and their families celebrating a birthday
this month.
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Flying Events

Flying events
Warbirds over Awatoto (Models)
4 - 5 February 2017
10 am - 4pm
Web registration www.mfhb.org.nz
See poster on this page
Highbrook Model Airpark
Auckland Model Airshow
18 - 19 February 2017
Open day and fun fly
Flyers to be NFNZ members with a
wings badge
Kapiti Aeromodellers Club
Annual Rally
11 - 12 March
QE Park, Paraparaumu
See poster on this page

Feilding Model Flying Circle
Summer Catapult Glider Series
Tuesday 14 February,
Monday 27 February,
Monday 13 March.
Manfeild Park, Feilding
(Entry from South Street, through the dog
walkers gate)

6.30pm - 8.00pm
Rain or shine
Come along and take part and enjoy
the fun

Wings over Wairarapa
17 - 19 February 2017
Hood Aerodrome, Masterton
Check out their website
www.wings.org.nz/
RNZAF Air Tattoo
25 - 26 February 2017
Ohakea
Information in the December
newsletter or check out their website
http://airforce.mil.nz/about-us/2017air-tattoo.htm
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Calendar
Mark your calendar with these
summer time events

February 2017
Wed 1 Feb
Fri 3 Feb

Servo Chatter on line
Social Drinks @ Rose & Crown
Olde English Pub
Sun 5 Feb
2 Metre Gliders
Sun 12 Feb Tomboy and Vintage
Thurs 16 Feb Committee Meeting TBC
Sun 19 Feb Radian, Cub and Scale
Thurs 23 Feb Annual General Meeting
Sun 26 Feb
Combat etc
Tues 28 Feb Servo Chatter March
deadline

March 2017
Wed 1 March Servo Chatter on line
Fri 3 March
Social Drinks @ Rose & Crown,
Olde English Pub
Sun 5 March 2 metre glider flying
Sun 12 March Tomboy and vintage flying
Thurs 16 March Committee Meeting
Sun 19 March Radian, cub and scale
Thurs 23 March Club Night - New Members
Night
Sun 26 March Club Open Day
Tues 28 March Servo Chatter April deadline

Check www.aeroneers.com/apps/calendar/

April 2017
Sat 1 April Servo Chatter on line
Sun 2 April End of Daylight Saving
Sun 2 April 2 metre glider flying
Fri 7 April Social Drinks @ Rose & Crown,
Olde English Pub
Sun 9 April Tomboy and vintage flying
Friday 14 - Monday 17 April - Easter
Sun 16 April Radian, cub and scale
Thurs 20 April Committee Meeting
Sun 23 April Combat etc

Tues 25 April Anzac Day
Thurs 27 April Club Night
Sat 29 April Servo Chatter May deadline
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2 0 1 7 I N D O O R F LY I N G D AT E S
Tuesday 9 May,
Tuesday 13 June,
Tuesday 4 July,

www.aeroneers.com

Tuesday 1 Aug,
Tuesday 12 Sep.
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Club Address: P.O. Box 800,
Palmerston North, New Zealand
Club Website:
www.aeroneers.com
Club Email:
aeroneers@aeroneers.com

Palmerston North Aeroneers

Club Subscriptions

President:
Greg Findon

You need to be a paid member to fly at the club
airfield.

phone 06 356 1571

president@aeroneers.com

Family Membership $140
Senior Membership $135
Junior (under 18) $40
Associate $40
Associate Flying $80
Subs are per annum.

Vice President:
Bruce Woodfield
029 357 8039

vicepresident@aeroneers.com
Treasurer:
Nigel Langford

Please pay Nigel Langford or any committee member
or online to Westpac Account 03 1522 0020708 00
Palmerston Nth Aeroneers.
Don’t forget to include
your name in the particulars box.

06 353 0590

treasurer@aeroneers.com
Secretary:
Necia Parker

Please email treasurer@aeroneers.com and advise
Nigel of your payment.

06 354 5972

secretary@aeroneers.com

The club needs to pay the Insurance fees to the
NZMAA prior to July 1 to ensure all club members are
covered by the MFNZ public liability insurance.

Club Captain:
Peter Vining
027 443 2378

Learn_to_fly@aeroneers.com
Palmerston North Aeroneers

Webmaster:
Tama Randell

Tee Shirts and Hats

027 2920363

Editor:
Linda Lambess

Club hats and shirts are
now available.

021 2106139

editor@aeroneers.com

Hat - $15

Members:
Bruce Fryer

Your typical fisherman
“Gilligan” style.

022 1324756

Ivan Huntley

Shirt - $30

021 2106138
The views or ideas expressed in this publication are ot
necessarily those of the club executive or committee.
Every care is taken to ensure accuracy, but the club will
not be responsible for the content of advertisements or
any material contained therein. The editor reserves the
right of publication.
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They are 100% Dri-zone
polyester, anti-snag and
moisture wicking, UPF
rating 50+.
See a committee
member.
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