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President’s
Report
Greg Findon
Well February’s weather has turned it on for flying, let’s
hope it stays with us for the next couple of months.
For the month of March the Club will continue with
Saturday flying.
Most of the items for tender were sold, items not sold
will be taken to the Club auction in August.
The Club AGM was reasonably well attended. My
thanks to Necia, Nigel and Bruce Fryer who stood
down from the Committee this year, your time and
contribution to the Club and Committee was very much
appreciated. A very warm welcome to Linda Lambess
as our new Secretary, Linda also was happy to remain
as the Editor, to Clive Martis as our new Treasurer and
to Alvah Brickhill as a new Committee member. To
Peter, Bruce Woodfield, Tama and Ivan who were
re-elected to the Committee, thank you for making
yourselves available for re-election.

Important reminders for March:
Club fees are due by 20 March, this is to ensure the
Club has time to complete the NZMAA documentation
and make payment on your behalf so that you have
insurance cover. Your co-operation in making your
payment on time will be greatly appreciated.
Please check your details on the Membership Renewal
form. NZMAA are rebuilding their member’s database
and the information on your form will be used by them.
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23 March is Club night, an open invitation to the public with the aim of recruiting new members to the Club,
more details to follow.
26 March is the Club’s Open Day. The Committee
will be looking to Club members for support in running
this event. More detail for the assistance required will
be emailed shortly.
The flying strip has been top soiled which has helped
to fill in some of the pot holes, all we need now is a little rain to help the grass to re-establish. Thanks to
Peter and Ivan.
Just a reminder, when driving into the flying field
Please drive on the metalled track, park your vehicle
off the track and carry your planes to the pit area.
Please leave the first two car spaces nearest the Club
House free for wheelchair access.
Currently there is a problem with viewing documents
on our Website. Tama is working with the Web
Engineers to try and resolve the issue. If you need to
read any document urgently I can email you a PDF
copy.
As yet the Club has not heard from the Infinity
Foundation on our grant application for a new mower. I
will advise you on the outcome when known.
Enjoy your flying.
Regards, Greg Findon
President, PN Aeroneers
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From the Editors Desk
Linda Lambess
Phone 323 4918, 021 2106139
Thank you to Bruce Woodfield for submitting the baddest month figures on page 5. These sum up the
month of January very well, however the weatherman
tells us that this weather is here to stay for a while so
lets hope they have it right.

please everyone, however, the letter to the editor
column is always open. I consider that my role as
secretary to this club and the role of editor of Servo
Chatter to be two entirely different hats and will be
kept separate.

Also thank you for the 2metre glider results, great to
have results back in the newsletter.

The deadline for the April Servo Chatter will be Friday
31 March allowing me the Saturday to put it together.
The publication does take a lot of time, sourcing and
compiling information so any contributions, even if only
a link to an interesting website, or a hint on a website
is appreciated.

After experiencing all the wind of February, I saw an
article on cross wind take off and landings and decided
that was probably a good topic for this month. I was
well organised and had these pages set to go and
consequently the wind dropped - Murphy’s law strikes
again.
I apologise to those people who endeavoured to
access the newsletter from the newsletter button on
the website. I had created a link to the media
dropdown totally oblivious to the need to link it to the
button. Technology - doesn’t necessarily do everything that we expect it to do.
I would like to thank Greg for once again agreeing to
stand as President and those who stood for the
committee this year. I am sure we will not be able to

Happy landings, Linda

With summer here and
more kids out on the
rural roads please take
care when driving to
and from the field.
Please stick to 60 kms
down Spur Road .

Club Captain’s
Report
Peter Vining
Members will notice that Ivan and I have lightly topsoiled the strip. This will improve over the next two
weeks with water and rolling.
It’s good to have nice weather for a change. It makes
us feel better and want to get out and fly.
There have possibly been 4-5 new members out at the
field and I would ask existing members to talk to these
people and encourage them to full membership.
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The radian glider that a number of us fly would be a
great starting point for a new member. This glider with
battery and radio gear can be obtained from Rene Redmond for around $250.00.
Happy flying.
Peter Vining, Club Captain
March 2017
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Some flying pics
over the last
month

Rod and Kevin test flew Rod’s cub
successfully!

Jim’s new plane looked stunning but unfortunately was
short lived - made its home in the wheelie bin.
Hugh was a bit luckier and its all repaired ready to go
and I am sure Flemming will have his plane back in
pristine condition before long.

March 2017
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AERONEERS 2m GLIDER REPORT 5 FEBRUARY 2017
Ten Glider Guiders arrived at Modelport to contest the first competition for 2017.
Greg and Ladderman arrived early and had most equipment set up shortly after 0900 such that flights got
underway promptly.
The wind was quite variable and tricky at times as was the lift which was mostly absent for the morning. But
Greg managed to find so much lift during his third flight and gained so much altitude that he had difficulty
bringing his Vista down to meet the 5 minute limit.
Three Flyers in the first four places found the circle on all three attempts which demonstrates the importance of
scoring the circle. Congratulations go to Brian who won his first 2m Glider competition. Keep it up all year,
Brian.
The three rounds totalling 30 launches plus a couple of botched launches were completed by 10:25 thanks to the
usual group of members who retrieved the bungees promptly. Special mention is deserved by Ivan who
retrieved unstintingly for 90 minutes even though he was not a contestant. Thank you very much Ivan – the
three rounds could not have been completed without your effort.
Scores

3 minute

4 minute

5 minute

Total

Brian Dickons

3:02 50

4:33 -

4:27 50

752

Mike Randall

2:42 50

2:31 50

4:08 50

711

Ladderman

2:52 50

3:58 50

2:14 50

694

Alvah Brickhill

3:04 50

2:00 50

3:47 50

673

Bruce McKay

2:45 50

4:00 50

2:47 -

672

Merv Mathews

3:13 -

4:09 50

2:02 50

620

Peter Vining

2:41 50

3:10 -

2:11 50

582

Greg Findon

2:00 -

1:55 -

5:20 50

565

Flemming Ravn

2:53 50

2:34 50

1:17 -

504

Bruce Withell

2:53 50

1:51 -

1:09 50

453

Next Contest 4 March
If everyone assists with setup and bungee retrieval then we can complete three rounds by 10:30
Bruce W
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Some more pics
over the last
month
Thank you to
Rene for
assisting me
with the C of G in
the B17.
Regards, Ivan

1. Now that would be inside flying!
2. Line up on Tuesday 28 February
3. Ohakea skin bay show off this workmanship with this model on display at the 2017
RNZAF Air Tattoo
4. Bruce F seeks recruitment to the Black
Falcons.
5. Found some comfortable seats while
checking out the static displays.
6. Ivan gets the B17 airborne!

March 2017
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Aeroneers
Take to the
Water

Rod, Kevin and
Ivan spent several
hours at the
beautiful
Kowhai Park in
Feilding.
Ivan’s jet boat was
a huge contrast to
the sedate steam of
the other boats.

March 2017
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By Dave Patrick, Model Airplane News. Illustrations by FX Models.
There are many ways to do crosswind takeoffs, but one thing is for sure: when you learn how to handle a
crosswind successfully during takeoff, you’ll not only be a safer pilot, but you’ll also have a lot more fun especially on those windy days when other fliers are grounded!
In a competition I once participated in, this practice really
paid off. I flew in 15-knot winds blowing at a 90-degree angle
to the runway centreline. It was a long day for competitors
who had difficulty coping with the crosswind!
Before you even start to roll down the runway, try to get a
"feel" for what's going to happen by paying dose attention to
the wind direction and strength. In fact, before taking off, pilots of full-scale aircraft are repeatedly told the wind direction
and strength because these factors have a dramatic effect
on handling.
After rotation, the aircraft must be
allowed to point into the wind, or
crab. slightly to compensate for the
crosswind. When the plane is airborne and on its way, you may
have to maintain a little right rudder
during climb out to compensate for
torque.

Typically, modellers aim their models straight into the wind
and take off. Unfortunately, this doesn't help improve crosswind flight technique.
IN THE BEGINNING
In crosswind take off conditions, some modellers cheat by
taking off straight into the wind instead of down the centre of
the runway. There's nothing wrong with doing this, but if you
always do it, you'll never learn the proper crosswind technique.
The "cheating" technique can also be dangerous if, as happens frequently, the wind is coming from the pit area or the
spectator area. The real answer is to learn how to maintain
full control while going down the centre of the runway. If
you're reluctant to go straight down the centerline, go easy
on yourself during your first attempts: compromise the angle
of your take off run. As you gain proficiency, you can work
your way towards taking off right down the centreline. With
practice, there's no reason why you shouldn't be able to take
off in a 90-degree crosswind.

March 2017

To take off straight down the runway, feed some aileron into
the wind direction and apply opposite rudder to prevent the
model from weathervaning into the crosswind. Keep your
departure angle gradual.

www.facebook.com/PalmerstonNorthAeroneers
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Crosswind take offs & landings
LET'S GO
Let's look at a take off that has a fairly strong crosswind from
your right. First, you should input a little right aileron—or at
least be prepared to input right aileron to prevent the wind
from getting under the upwind wing and possibly flipping the
aircraft over. Then, because the tail will try to "weathervane"
the aircraft into the wind, apply left rudder during the initial
take off roll (this is the opposite of what you'd normally do on
a calm day). The amount of input will depend on the crosswind (i.e., its strength and direction), the size of the fin and
rudder and the amount of power you apply.
As speed builds, you'll use less rudder. When the aircraft is
about to lift off, you may need to apply right rudder to keep
the aircraft right on the runway centreline.
When your aircraft is ready to lift off, don't horse it off. Gently
rotate, allowing plenty of airspeed to build up, and then climb
out gradually, e.g., at a 5- to
10-degree angle. As you
rotate, also remove any right
aileron input; from here on,
use ailerons to maintain
wings level.
3 The easy way to compensate for a crosswind during a
landing approach is to establish a natural crab angle so
that your plane points slightly
into the wind and tracks parallel to the runway. You must
remove the crab angle just
before the model lands.
During most climbouts, I
keep some right rudder in to
counteract torque and to
maintain a straight track. In a
crosswind take off, it's important to use the rudder to
correct the heading as well.
PRACTICE
If the wind is from the left
during take off, you'll have to
apply left aileron and right rudder during take off. Then, as
speed builds during cllmbout, you'll need less and less rudder until you reach the point at which you'll need just enough
right rudder to counteract torque. Practice makes perfect,
and planes differ. It isn't unusual to find me at the airfield just
practicing take offs and landings instead of the usual aerobatics. Knowing what to do will really help you with crosswind take offs. Don't be intimidated; with the proper skills, it's
amazing how strong a crosswind you'll be able to handle.
LANDING IN A CROSSWIND
Now comes the fun part: landing your air-craft in one piece
in a crosswind! It isn't that difficult, but you'll have to follow a
fairly basic formula. Then you'll have to practice and build up
your confidence on the sticks to make it happen. Trust me;
you can't cram all this in at once, and an Evelyn Wood
Speed Flight Training course isn't available yet!
BEFORE WE START
Regardless of conditions, the key to any successful landing
is a good approach. In a crosswind, I strongly recommend a
longer approach, as it allows you more time to get set up
properly and time to settle into the right approach angle. Al-
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so, if you end up on an approach that you're not happy with,
don't hesitate to go around and try again. Last, be consistent; fly a rectangular landing pattern every time you land.
HOW STRONG IS THIS CROSSWIND?
The strength of the crosswind is determined by its speed
and direction. For a given wind speed, the effect the crosswind has on your plane is greatly affected by its angle. For
example, a 15mph crosswind at 90 degrees to the runway
can be quite difficult to contend with; at 45 degrees, it isn't
too bad; and at 10 degrees, you'll barely notice it. Make sure
that you have a dear picture of how the wind will affect your
aircraft before you take off.
THE APPROACH
There are two basic ways to compensate for a crosswind
during a landing approach. The easy way is to establish a
natural crab angle so that your plane tracks parallel to the
runway, and the fuselage
is slightly angled into the
wind. The difficult way is to
side-slip the aircraft with
respect to the relative wind
by maintaining a heading
and a track that are parallel
to the runway. (At this
point, the fuselage is parallel to the runway.) I'll focus
on the easy way because
it's just as effective.
Turning from base into final
establishes the crab angle,
which is determined by the
crosswind. Guess what the
crab angle should be, and
observe what happens. If,
for example, your plane
has too large a crab angle,
gently turn it to reduce the
angle slightly. Don't go
overboard trying to yaw or
rudder-turn to correct because at low airspeeds,
you may find your plane in a spin—literally. Also, try to keep
your approach speed constant from the turn going onto
base. A good final approach speed is about halfway between stall and cruise, or at about a 25-percent power setting. Planes vary, and when you practice, experiment to determine the best approach speed for your particular plane.
The stronger the crosswind, the faster I like to fly the approach.
FLARE
Now that you've flown a nice approach to the runway, it's
time to prepare for touchdown. Although the flare will be
conventional, it does have a very important twist. You have
to add some rudder to get rid of the crab angle that you established during your approach. The best technique is to
wait until the last moment before touchdown and then apply
rudder very gently to reduce the chance of a spin. Applying
rudder reduces the side load on the landing gear and establishes a straight rollout. Keep in mind that wind velocity is
often dramatically less close to the ground, so when you
begin your flare, be prepared for a loss of lift during the last
couple of feet.

www.aeroneers.com
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Flying Events

Flying events
Kapiti Aeromodellers Club
Annual Rally
11 - 12 March
QE Park, Paraparaumu
See poster on this page
Feilding Model Flying Circle
Summer Catapult Glider Series
Monday 13 March.
Manfeild Park, Feilding
(Entry from South Street, through the dog
walkers gate)

6.30pm - 8.00pm
Rain or shine
Come along and take part and enjoy
the fun

Here’s a special kind of cloud known to scientists as a
Kelvin Helmholtz cloud. These clouds look like breaking ocean waves, with the rolling
eddies seen at the top of
the cloud layers
usually evenly
spaced and
easily identifiable.
Kelvin
Helmholtz
clouds are
named for
Lord Kelvin
and Hermann
von Helmholtz,
who studied the
physics of the instability that leads to this type of
cloud formation.
You’ll often see the characteristic wave structure in

this type of cloud when two different layers of air in our
atmosphere are moving at different speeds. The upper
layers of air are moving at higher
speeds and will often scoop
the top of the cloud
layer into these
wave-like rolling
structures.
The clouds
often form
on windy
days, when
there’s a
difference in
densities of
the air, for example, during a
temperature inversion.
They’re often good indicators
of atmospheric instability and the
presence of turbulence for aircraft.

Happy Birthday and Many Happy Returns to club
members and their families celebrating a birthday
this month.

March 2017
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Calendar
Please check this calendar. There are extra
flying days in March and public
holidays in April.

March 2017
Wed 1 March Servo Chatter on line
Fri 3 March
Social Drinks @ Rose & Crown,
Sat 4 March
Saturday Sport flying
Sun 5 March 2 metre glider flying
Sat 11March Saturday Sport flying
Sun 12 March Tomboy and vintage flying
Thurs 16 March Committee Meeting
Sat 18 March Saturday Sport flying
Sun 19 March Radian, cub and scale
Thurs 23 March Club Night - New Members
Night
Sat 25 March Saturday Sport flying
Sun 26 March Club Open Day
Tues 28 March Servo Chatter April deadline

Check
www.aeroneers.com/apps/calendar/

April 2017
Sat 1 April
Servo Chatter on line
Sat 1 April
Test flying and training
Sun 2 April
End of Daylight Saving
Sun 2 April
2 metre glider flying
Fri 7 April
Social Drinks @ Rose & Crown,
Sat 8 April
Test flying and training
Sun 9 April
Tomboy and vintage flying
Fri 14 April
Good Friday - field closed
Sat 15 April Test flying and training
Sun 16 April Radian, cub and scale
Mon 17 April Easter Monday - sport flying
Thurs 20 April Committee Meeting
Sat 22 April Test flying and training
Sun 23 April Combat etc
Tues 25 April Anzac Day flying after 12.30pm
Thurs 27 April Club Night
Sat 29 April Test flying and training
Sat 29 April Servo Chatter May deadline

May 2017
Mon 1 May Servo Chatter on line
Fri 5 May
Social Drinks @ Rose & Crown,
Sat 6 May
Test flying and training
Sun 7 May
2 metre glider flying
Tues 9 May Indoor
Sat 13 May Test flying and training
Sun 14 May Tomboy and vintage flying
Thurs 18 May Committee Meeting
Sat 20 May Test flying and training
Sun 21 May Radian, cub and scale
Thurs 25 May Club Night Sat 27 May Test flying and training
Sun 2* May Sport flying
Mon 30 May Servo Chatter June deadline

When you feel like quitting think
about why you started!
March 2017

2 0 1 7 I N D O O R F LY I N G D AT E S
Tuesday 9 May,
Tuesday 13 June,
Tuesday 4 July,

Tuesday 1 Aug,
Tuesday 12 Sep.

Happiness doesn’t result from what
you get but what you give!
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Club
Information and
Committee
Club Address:
P.O. Box 800, Palmerston North.

Club Email: aeroeers@aeroneers.com
Club Flying Site:
End of Spur Road West, Colyton.

Club Website: www.aeroneers.com

President:
Greg Findon, 06 356 1571
president@aeroneers.com
Vice President:
Bruce Woodfield, 029 357 8039
vicepresident@aeroneers.com
Treasurer:
Clive Martis, 06 357 8832
treasurer@aeroneers.com

Secretary and Editor
Linda Lambess, 06 323 4918
021 2106139
secretary@aeroneers.com
editor@aeroneers.com
Club Captain:
Peter Vining, 027 443 2378
Learn_to_fly@aeroneers.com

Committee:
Ivan Huntley, 06 323 4918,
021 2106138
Alvah Brickhill, 021 0522875
Webmaster:
Tama Randell, 027 2920363

Palmerston North Aeroneers

Palmerston North Aeroneers

Club Subscriptions

Tee Shirts and Hats

Senior Membership $140 (this subs include the $75
NZMAA affiliation)
Family Membership $145
Junior (under 18) $40
Associate $40
Associate Flying $65
Subs are per annum.
Please pay Clive Martis or any committee member or
online to Westpac Account 03 1522 0020708 00
Palmerston North Aeroneers.
Don’t forget to
include your name in the details box.

Club hats and shirts are
now available.
Hat - $15
Your typical fisherman
“Gilligan” style.
Shirt - $30
They are 100% Dri-zone
polyester, anti-snag and
moisture wicking.
UPF rating 50+.
See a committee member.

Please email treasurer@aeroneers.com to advise
Clive of your payment.
You need to be a paid member to fly at the
club airfield.
The club needs to pay the Insurance fees to the
NZMAA prior to March 31 to ensure all club members
are covered by the MFNZ public liability insurance.
The views or ideas expressed in this publication are not
necessarily those of the club executive or committee. Every care
is taken to ensure accuracy, but the club will not be responsible
for the content of advertisements or any material contained
therein. The editor reserves the right of publication.
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