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Servo Chatter
Russ Johnson cuts the
birthday cake, 70
years after he
became a
foundation
member of the
Palmerston North
Aeroneers club and
its first secretary.

70th Birthday
celebrations.
Local members were joined
by flyers from Woodville,
Ashhurst,
Levin and the Kapiti coast to
celebrate the clubs
formation 70 years ago.
The weather started
brilliantly, the cool breeze
was not enough to deter
some flyers and we
fortunately some of the
stormy clouds edged
around Colyton.
Planes of every shape and
size filled the pits and most
were able to grace the skies
for a short flight.
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Greg Findon

P r e s id en t’s Rep o r t
With no rain during the week leading up to
Labour Weekend, the flying field was opened for
Club Day on the Sunday. There was sunshine
but unfortunately there was also wind, so there
was very little flying done. However, Monday
was almost perfect, sunshine, warmth and
almost calm, a good number of Club members
enjoyed their first stick time for some months.
Hugh McKinstry, our new member, was pleased
to see his plane flown by Ivan Huntley and was
delighted when he took control for a pass down
the runway.
On Sunday we had James Symes, a new flier,
come to the field wanting to fly a trainer plane he
had recently purchase. He has some experience
with flying drones and was a Mode 2 flier. With
the wind still blowing it was suggested he come
back on Monday, which he did. Ivan Huntley and
Jim Hine took him under their control and got his
plane in the air. After a couple of circuits getting
the plane trimmed, James also got some stick
time. Thanks to both Ivan and Jim for their time
and guidance to a potential new Club member.
Thanks also to Peter and Ivan for their time
during the week in preparing the flying strip.
The condition of the strip is a priority for the
Committee,
communicating whether the strip
is Open or Closed is important to
you the members. The protocol
for making the decision if the strip
is Open or Closed is made after
discussion
between
two
Committee members, normally
the President and Club Captain.
Communicating to members will
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now be done by posting the condition on the
Club Website, sending a general email to all
Club members and texting to members who
have indicated they would also prefer text
messages. If you wish to receive a text
message, please let the committee know.
Club night this month was at Bowlarama, thanks
to Ivan for arranging the evening and getting us
special rates. Merv Matthews was the
outstanding player of the night with the most
Strikes and Spares. Rod Watt showed us his
ability of being ambidextrous by bowling with
both arms. A most enjoyable evening was had
by all.
Our field mowing
team still need a
couple
of
members to join
them, if you can
help please let
Ivan
or
the
Committee know.
Enjoy your flying.
Regards
Greg Findon
President, PN Aeroneers
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From the
Editors Desk
Linda Lambess
Phone 06 323 4918
021 2106139
editor@aeroneers.com
October has kept Ivan and Buddha busy on the strip, the grass has been growing
- as it has at home - and they are still persevering
with the moss. They spent some time modifying
hose reels to wind up the electric fence so that
the field can be left in hay.
As the club turned 70 yesterday, it is a time to
reflect on the efforts of those people who have
made the club a success over the years. I do not
know much on the history of the club, but I am
sure there are a some people who have been
flying with the Aeroneers for a very long time.
They have put in a lot of effort to make it the club
it is today. A club is only successful if each
member has an input, even if that input is only
appreciating the efforts of those who make it
happen. In a club, like any other relationship,
good communication is essential, it may not
always be what we want to hear but without it
things stay still or worse slowly decline.
I was able to get some stories for the newsletter
at the 70th birthday celebrations and these will
feature in newsletters over the next few months or
even tie over to winter when there is not much
activity at the field. If you have a article that
would be interesting to our readers, or you have
a hint which may help other flyers, a joke or even
a letter please flick me an email.
In this newsletter there is an invitation and the
menu to the Club Christmas dinner on Thursday 8
December. Note this is a Thursday night and you
are able to take advantage of their specials on
fish and chips or the roast of the day for $15.
Please let Greg or Peter know numbers
attending. Anyone not sure where the Stockyard
Restaurant and Bar is, it is in the Denbigh Hotel on
the corner of Manchester and Fergusson Street,
Feilding. Hope to meet up with some of you
there.
Kind regards, Linda
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Letter to the
Editor

To the editer:
It’s Saturday, there is no wind, why can’t I fly my model.
Because I am not a trainee or test flying!
The club is allowed 15 Saturdays a year and these have
been, by our committee, allocated as training days or
test flying days.
Why?
Who tells us we have flown these days?
I suggest that we have 10 of these 15 Saturdays in the
summer months perhaps in January February and
March allowing the chance for a lot more flying in better weather when people are off work. Training and
test flying appear to be done on Sundays
A day wasted is a day lost!
Weather Watcher.

www.aeroneers.com
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Some photos from
october flying

Than
k
Hugh you to
for
photo the
s.

Brad’s plane hits
the deck at 70
kmh!!
November 2016
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Club Night Ten Pin Bowling
Club night in October was held at Bowlarama,
Palmerston North.
A good attendance of 12 made up the three
teams and the fun began.
The highest score the evening was Merv on 145,
Kevin on 136 and Ivan on 130. These three players all on the same team made it inevitable that
their team was going to win.

The winning team:
Kevin, Buddha, Ivan and Merv with a total of
1191 pins.
Second place team was:
Ladderman, Peter, Alex and Victor with
946.
Third place team was:
Greg, Noel, Rod and Tom with 931.
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Russ tells of the
early days of
The Palmerston North
Aeroneers Club

Back in the days when the model fitted into
the back of the Austin 7. All packed up with
the tent they were set for a flying weekend.

A big thank you
to Russ and
Margaret for
coming along
and making the
70th celebrations
special.

Russ Johnson became interested
in aviation at an early age.
Russ Johnson became interested in aviation
during his high school years in the 1940s.
In 1946 the Palmerston North Aeroneers was
formed and Russ, then aged 16, was elected its
first Secretary, a position he held for the next four
years, and has held the position of Secretary or
President for many years. He was awarded Life
membership of the club in 1968.
The club has had several flying fields originally
flying from Fairs Road, Palmerston North.
Radio Control came to New Zealand in the early
1950’s and Russ had an HMV (New Zealand
designed) set and an R6B model. These systems
were not reliable but the best available. There
was no throttle and it was one click or two to turn
the aircraft.
Russ spoke of how technology has changed the
club but a club is only as good as its members
and was pleased to see that at 70 years the club
was still well supported by its members and
members of the nearby clubs.

November 2016

There are not
many clubs
that have the
luxury of
experience
and
knowledge
spanning this
length of time!
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Club Captains Report

More photos of October Flying

It was great to be part of the Club’s 70th Birthday. A
number of fellow flyers came to our field from around the
southern North Island and were able to get a few flights in
between the showers. Comments made were that we have
a great flying field set up. Thanks Ivan for your work in
mowing and rolling the strip.
Great to have one of our founding members on site.
Talking to Russ he said that he was happy the way the
Club has come through the last 70 years. As with any
organisation there are members who talk about doing
things and those who get on and do it. A successful Club
that has been around for a while has more of the doers
category. Russ talked about some of the hurdles that the
Club had to get over but in doing so has got is where we
are today.
The Club is going to tidy up the Clubrooms before March
2017 Open Day. This will include a fresh coat of paint. If
you can turn up to help please let me know. This task
should only take a Saturday morning.
The flying field is being put into hay and your usual cooperation with this helps the farmer big time.
Happy flying.
Peter Vining
Club Captain
October 2016
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Blackbird Park,
Air Force Flight Test Museum at Edwards Air Force Base.
While staying with friends in Lancaster we were lucky enough
to visit Blackbird Park. Lancaster is adjacent to Palmdale in
the western Mojave Desert in Southern California and approximately 110 km north (by highway) of downtown Los Angeles. Notable Lancaster residents include Pancho Barnes,
Burt Rutan and Chuck Yeager.
The community began growing with the Muroc Air Force Base,
site of many test flights including the “breaking” of the sound
barrier by Chuck Yeager in 1947. This base was then renamed the Edwards Air Force Base and hosted landings of
the space shuttle. Air Force plant 42 was constructed in 1958
and then Lockheed then built its construction plant 10 where
250 Lockheed L-1011 commercial wide body jetliners were assembled and some parts engineered.
While we were there Bill Flanagan, Lieutenant
Colonel (USAF retired), former SR-71 pilot, B2
Bomber pilot, and Chairman of the Flight Test
Historical Foundation was the host. As Ivan
and I, along with our friends, were the only
visitors at that time we were able to have a
good chat and he has some amazing tales to tell. He
flew the SR-71 as a back-seater for 5 years from 1980. For
him it was a dream come through. The aircraft had been designed in the 60’s however during his time in the 80’s they
installed all new digital technology. It is still the fastest and
highest flying airplane in the world.
Bill Flanagan recalled working with NASA when the space
shuttle was being built and had several flights in the SR-71 to
practice tracking of the space shuttle. He enjoyed his close
working relationship with astronauts.
Many of the aircraft he his has flown over the years are parked
in the adjacent aeroplane park - that is another story!
The SR-71 travelled at 35 miles a minute! His next fastest
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aircraft was 10 miles a minute.
After retiring from the air force, he went to work for Northrop
Grumman where he flew the B-2 Stealth Bomber for 10 years
and also the C-135.
In the gift shop sat an ejection seat - Bill’s ejection seat and he
spoke of the time when he grabbed hold of the handle ready
to eject. They were testing the Blackbird gliding ability when
they flamed out both engines! My notes recall they had five
minutes of supersonic glider time. Fortunately they kept the
RPM high enough to restart the engines. I don’t recall the
height they were at but it took them 6 minutes to fall to 16,000
feet. He laughed about the fact his wasn’t fearful of the ejection seat but of the mount of paperwork which would
have been required if they had not brought
the plane home!
“Yes, been there done
that and have the tee
shirt to prove it.”
Signed by Bill Flanagan,
SR-71 test pilot
1980-85

The wording on the tee
shirt reads -

“The Last Hurrah
March 6, 1990.
SR71- Transcontinental
Speed Record
LA to Washington DC
64 minutes
West to East Coast
68 minutes

Speed 2124 MPH

Blackbird Air Park,
Palmdale, CA”

www.facebook.com/PalmerstonNorthAeroneers
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The Lockheed SR-1 Rocket Ejection Seat
Capable of safely ejecting an SR-71
crewmember from ground level at 0mp or in flight
to altitudes above 80,000 ft and speeds near
Mach 3 (2200mph). The rocket boosted SR-1
ejection seat saved the lives of numerous
aircrews.
Beside him is the portable air conditioning unit
using
liquid
oxygen
system
to
keep
crewmembers comfortable in the 1 piece
pressure suit, for up to 45 minutes from suit up
and aircraft entry.

Blackbird Wind Tunnel Model
(one-twelfth Scale)
Aircraft models such as this
are used in high speed wind
tunnels to test aerodynamic
shapes, stresses and temperatures. This particular model
was used for testing all three
versions of the Blackbird - the
A-12, YF-12 and SR-71 through the use of the
different nose sections. It is
displayed with the SR 71
nose section installed.
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Lockheed SR-71A (#61-7973/Article 2024)
Construction of the 24th SR-71 airframe, Article
2024, with Air Force serial number 61-7973 began
on 14 January 1966 with rollout of the completed
airframe nine months later. The aircraft was
assigned to the 9th Strategic Reconnaissance Wing
at Beale AFB, California. While much of its
operational history is shrouded in secrecy, it is
known that Article 2024 was ferried to the 9th
SRW’s operating location (OL-8) at Kadena Air
Base, Okinawa, Japan, on 27 September 1969.
Over the course of the next 20 months, it was flown
on 62 training missions and 45 operational sorties
over Southeast Asia. The aircraft was returned to
Beale on 8 June 1971.
The airframe was overstressed during an air show
demonstration in England in May 1987. (Damaged
when the pilot tried to initiate a climb at too low a
speed just as the afterburners kicked in, bending the
aircraft at the manufacturing line. Subsequently, the
aircraft was retired, making its last flight on 21 July
1987 with a total of 1,729.9 flight hours. It was
placed on display at Blackbird Airpark in September
1991.
Facts:
Crew: 2: Pilot and Reconnaissance Systems Officer
Payload: 3,500 lb (1,600 kg) of sensors
Length: 107 ft 5 in (32.74 m)
Wingspan: 55 ft 7 in (16.94 m) Height: 18 ft 6 in (5.64 m)
Wing area: 1,800 ft2 (170 m2)
Empty weight: 67,500 lb (30,600 kg)
Loaded weight: 152,000 lb (69,000 kg)
Max. takeoff weight: 172,000 lb (78,000 kg)
Powerplant: 2 × Pratt & Whitney J58-1 continuous-bleed afterburning turbojets, 34,000 lbf (151 kN) each
Wheel track: 16 ft 8 in (5.08 m)
Wheelbase: 37 ft 10 in (11.53 m)

Performance
Maximum speed: Mach 3.3[121][122][N 5] (2,200+ mph, 3,540+ km/h, 1,910+ knots) at 80,000 ft (24,000 m)
Range: 2,900 nmi (5,400 km) - Ferry range: 3,200 nmi (5,925 km)
Service ceiling: 85,000 ft (25,900 m)
Rate of climb: 11820 ft/m (60 m/s)
Wing loading: 84 lb/ft² (410 kg/m²)
The J58 Pratt and Whitney
Weight 6,000 lbs, Length 17 ft 10 (grows up to 6 inches at max altitude and temperature), Diameter 4 ft 9
(grows up to 3 inches at max altitude and temperature). Idle speed 3975 rpm below 32ºC. Static thrust
32,500lb
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With summer
here and more
kids out and
about please take
care when driving
down Spur Road.
Please stick to
60 km.

Volunteers
Wanted

A real case of
little boys
with big toys!

Happy Birthday and Many Happy Returns to club
members and their families celebrating a birthday
this month.
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which reminds me of my dirty socks.

Ivan’s
Christmas
Shopping
Ideas

You know those home shopping books—
don’t buy the jewellery from them. Linda can
tell the difference, I have no idea how but
she can tell a piece of glass from a diamond
but she can!!
Last year I saw a really nice dress in the
clothing shop window, it looked amazing on
the mannequin. Apparently, I was meant to
know that she brought this dress 2 months
ago and wore it when we went to the
movies. If she had looked like the
mannequin, I am sure I would have
remembered it.

Never give a woman a household appliance
or something that is going to make housework easier. This is too much like housework
and did not seem to be appreciated.
A few years back I was offered a really good
deal on industrial strength toilet cleaner. She
is always running out and this would save her
heaps. That was not a gooooooood idea.
Any sharp object that slices, dices or the set
of free steak knives that came with the new
electric angle grinder. I don’t know how she
found out about the angle grinder.
Do not buy gifts for yourself and pretend they
are for her. “Honey, I’m sure you’ll get a lot of
use out of the new drill I bought you.” Linda
suggested she try it out by drilling a half inch
hole through my skull and giving me a brain
implant.

Perhaps the biggest no no was the gift
voucher for Jenny Craig, I could see her
point (or at least the point on the steak knife)
so exchanged it for 3 months membership to
the local gym. Guess who lost weight
because there was no meals cooked for a
week!
Linda was feeling tired and exhausted, I
know that the gift vouchers, the pyjamas and
the cheap perfume were not going cut it. I
just wanted her to feel young and beautiful
so I brought here a bottle of anti-wrinkle
cream and a mud pack. Guess who wore
the mud pack and where the anti-wrinkle
cream went.
This year, I was considering a one way ticket
to the US of A but why should she have all
the fun. However she could send back some
model aeroplanes — I may reconsider.
Good Luck with your Christmas Shopping,
Cheers, Ivan.

The flannel pyjamas did not ‘do it’ for Linda
particularly as she had discovered the black
lingerie I had brought from Victoria Secret for
my “niece.”
No name perfume—hey guys it is better to
go to the pharmacy and get another bottle
of the stuff on the dressing table than the
cheap perfume from the $2 dollar shop
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Model events
BUY SELL
OR SWAP

Highbrook R/C Scale Flyin,
November 13 2016
9.30 am
Highbrook Model Airpark, Auckland

69th Model Flying New Zealand
Nationals,
3 - 7 January 2017

For Sale:

Waiharoa
Register online now at nats.modelflyingnz.org

Collecting vintage,
late 40’s early 50’s?
Mills 1.3 engines, what I have in total is 2 x Mills
1.3 engines in awesome condition, both in
original boxes with paperwork, 2x unused bore
liners ( new ),1 x set gaskets, 1x prop 6-7 inch,
1x spare prop/nose cone.

Highbrook Model Airpark Auckland
Model Airshow
18 February 2017
Open day and fun fly
Flyers to be NFNZ members with a wings badge

I have found one online in UK for £186, with
reproduction box, around $336 NZ, I am asking
$480 for the lot, ono.
Contact
shaneoregan28@gmail.com

Rubber band a sock
over a vaccum to
find small lost items

Excitement is building for the 10th Wings Over Wairarapa Air Festival in February 2017.
From the world’s rarest vintage aircraft to a glimpse of the future there is something for everyone and that is just
in the air.
Tickets are ON SALE NOW with 1 day and 3 day General Admission and Gold Passes available.
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Thursday
8 December, 2016

Club Christmas
Dinner

meet 6pm for 6.15 dining

Stockyard Restaurant and
Bar, Feilding

Thursday Specials;
Fish and chips or roast for $15.00 per meal.
ENTREE'S/STARTERS
* Garlic Ciabatta Bread- Lightly toasted Ciabatta bread, coated with a delicious Combination of fresh
garlic and garden herb butter
$7
* Salt & pepper squid - S&P coated squid figs with salad greens, sweet chili sauce
$10
* Garlicprawns- fresh prawns in garlic herb sauce on crisp garden salad
$12
* Smoked chicken salad - Slices of smoked chicken breast resting on salad greens
with camembert cheese + drizzled with our own aioli
$10
* Deepfried Camembert- Goldenfried, crumbed camembert wedges w plum dipping sauce
$10
MAINS
* Fish & chips- Fresh fish of the day battered or grilled with salad &fries
$20
* Scotch Fillet- 300g prime fillet cooked to your liking with your choice Of sauce (Mushroom, pepper
corn, garlic sauce with salad + fries)
$25
* Stuffed chicken breast-Juicy oven baked chicken breast stuffed with cream cheese, sundried
tomatoes , cashews nuts & garlic served with kumara rotti &fresh garden salad
$23
* Lambs shanks- slow cooked lamb shanks cooked in a red wine, tomato herb both served with creamy
mash. 1 $ 20 2 $30
* Pasta of the day- Ask the lovely staff
$20
* Thai beef -Marinated tender beef strips with cashews & crispy noodles on salad green & homemade
sauce
$20
* Cajun chicken salad -Cajun coated chicken breast with avocado n mango dressing
$20
* Roast of the day-Check our special board for today 's choice with traditional roast condiments & gravy
$20
* BBQ Pork Spare Ribs- Served with baked potatoes
6 for $15 12for $22
BURGERS & FRIES
* Chicken bacon camembert- chicken breast, bacon, n camembert cheese w plum sauce $18
* BBQ beef bacon- home made 200g beef Pattie with bacon & BBQ sauce
$18
* Vege burger- veggie Pattie, onion rings, and sweet chili sauce
$18
* Lamb- Premium lamb Pattie, edam cheese n BBQ sauce $20
DESSERTS
* Cheese cake
* Chocolate mud cake
* Ice cream Sunday Chocolate, Strawberry, Caramel

$10
$10
$ 7

Please confirm numbers attending by 1 Dec, contact either
Peter Vining on home 357 2880, mobile 027 443 2378, email randpvining@xtra.co.nz, or
Greg Findon on home 356 1571, mobile 027 654 5810, email gjmfindon@xtra.co.nz
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Club Events
Check
www.aeroneers.com/apps/calendar/
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4 November - Social Drinks @ Rose & Crown
Olde English Pub
6 November - 2 Metre Glider
13 November - Tomboy and Vintage Flying
17 November - Committee Meeting
20 November - Radian, Cub and Scale
24 November - Club Night
27 November - Combat, SPAD and Assassin

Christmas is
looming up fast,
hope you have
your order in to
Santa!

January 2017
1 January - Servo Chatter on line
6 January - Social Drinks @ Rose & Crown
Olde English Pub
8 January - Sports Flying
15 January - Sports Flying
19 January - Committee Meeting
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December 2016
1 December - RSVP re Club Christmas Dinner
2 December - Social Drinks @ Rose & Crown
Olde English Pub
4 December - Sports Flying
5 December - Servo Chatter December
deadline
7 December - Servo Chatter online
8 December - Club Christmas Dinner
11 December - Sports Flying
15 December - Committee Meeting
18 December - Sports Flying
22 December - Club Night (Tba)
25 December - Wish you and your families a
very safe and happy holiday season
30 December - Servo Chatter January
deadline
22 January - Sports Flying
26 January - Club Night (Tba)
31 January - Servo Chatter February
deadline

Watch the website for flying dates
over the Christmas, New Year and
Anniversary Day holidays.
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Club Address: P.O. Box 800,
Palmerston North, New Zealand
Club Website:
www.aeroneers.com
Club Email:
aeroneers@aeroneers.com

Palmerston North Aeroneers

Club Subscriptions

President:
Greg Findon

You need to be a paid member to fly at the club
airfield.

phone 06 356 1571

president@aeroneers.com

Family Membership $140
Senior Membership $135
Junior (under 18) $40
Associate $40
Associate Flying $80
Subs are per annum.

Vice President:
Bruce Woodfield
029 357 8039

vicepresident@aeroneers.com
Treasurer:
Nigel Langford

Please pay Nigel Langford or any committee member
or online to Westpac Account 03 1522 0020708 00
Palmerston Nth Aeroneers.
Don’t forget to include
your name in the particulars box.

06 353 0590

treasurer@aeroneers.com
Secretary:
Necia Parker

Please email treasurer@aeroneers.com and advise
Nigel of your payment.

06 354 5972

secretary@aeroneers.com

The club needs to pay the Insurance fees to the
NZMAA prior to July 1 to ensure all club members are
covered by the MFNZ public liability insurance.

Club Captain:
Peter Vining
027 443 2378

Learn_to_fly@aeroneers.com
Palmerston North Aeroneers

Webmaster:
Tama Randell

Tee Shirts and Hats

027 2920363

Editor:
Linda Lambess

Club hats and shirts are
now available.

021 2106139

editor@aeroneers.com

Hat - $15

Members:
Bruce Fryer

Your typical fisherman
“Gilligan” style.

022 1324756

Ivan Huntley

Shirt - $30

021 2106138
The views or ideas expressed in this publication are ot
necessarily those of the club executive or committee.
Every care is taken to ensure accuracy, but the club will
not be responsible for the content of advertisements or
any material contained therein. The editor reserves the
right of publication.
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They are 100% Dri-zone
polyester, anti-snag and
moisture wicking, UPF
rating 50+.
See a committee
member.
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